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 To celebrate some of the achievements 

of the Nature Corridors for All project 

this special edition reprints extracts 

and articles from the Railway Land 

Wildlife Trust’s quarterly Newletter. 
 

Newsletter 52 - February  06 

 

Nature Corridors participants have 

photographed the storm water pipe 

installation and planted a hazel coppice and 

bulbs, all paid for by Southern Water. They 

will monitor the growth and we hope 

nightingales will return. 

Funding for ‘Nature Corridors’ extension 

from 2005-8 has been secured. There will be 

various activities with local schools 

including participant led walks…  

 

a Tidemills display, exchange visits, 

database and bi-lingual website, e-learning 

materials, exhibitions at Seven Sisters and 

Thebes of panoramic photographs from 

fixed points and reed bed development. The 

Steering Committee, with French partner, 

meets twice a year and various joint events 

are planned. The RLWT contributes 

volunteer time drawing down £10,000 of 

matched funding.  

 

Chilly Brook and biodiversity 

 

Liz Williams outlined the work she, Jane 

and Jenifer have been doing with the Nature 

Corridors participants in order to introduce 

plants to the area, so that not only is it made 

more pleasing aesthetically, but the range of 

insects and other Invertebrates is increased. 

Seeds have been collected, dried, sorted and 

cleaned prior to planting at Avis Way. We 

intend planting these out in the meadow and 

will negotiate a favourable grazing regime 

with the farmer. Timing will also take into 

account plans for limited dredging of some 

ditches. Advice has been given by SWT and 

there is a possibility of a grant to cover plug 

plant purchase. 

 

Newsletter 54 - September  06 

 

 

The Linklater Pavilion Project launch on 

26
th

 September was attended by 85 people 

and we are very grateful to our patrons, 

Lord Healey and Professor Ivor Goodson, 

for their speeches of huge support. 

We wish to construct a building, known as 

the Linklater Pavilion, at the entrance to the 

Railway Land. Its purpose is to serve the 

Trust’s educational aspirations, to enable 

people to understand and celebrate aspects 

of their local environment and the systems 

on which we all depend.  

It will be a social and ecological 

sustainability centre, building on the work 

of the last 20 years and providing a local 

archive of change over the next 50 years. It 

will be a centre of environmental education 

and innovation as well as a base for adults 

with learning disabilities working alongside 

schools as appropriate.  

Key aspects and values that underpin our 

vision are: 



a) community learning as opposed to a 

visitor attraction. 

b) adults with learning disabilities are 

integrated into the purpose and function 

from the start. 

c) the business plan provides for an annual 

sum of approx £3,000 to develop and 

support links with one, or two, centres in 

developing countries. 

 

Praise should also go to participants Alec 

Bennison and Carole Harding for once more 

demonstrating live the database designed for 

them to a large audience.  It’s no mean feat. 

 

The pavilion is a truly team effort and will 

be the only way that we will manage such an 

ambitious project.  

John Parry 

 

Living on the Edge 2 

 

The launch of Living on the Edge2 took 

place at Priory School, on Friday 23 June 

during National Learning Disability Week. 

The guest of honour was the land artist 

Chris Drury, who designed the Heart of 

Reeds.  

 

The NC4All Project has been running for 

several years, and this ambitious extension 

of its scope (involving a growing number of 

Franco-British exchanges, in both 

directions) marks the second phase in the 

life of the iconic living sculpture created on 

the Railway Land in 2005, the Heart of 

Reeds.    

 

Living on the Edge2 places the emphasis 

firmly on education and is designed to 

stimulate debate about our relationship to 

nature and to a particular piece of land on 

the edge of Lewes. 

 

The Wallands pupils focussed on the reed 

warblers and with the participants, made a 

giant jigsaw map of Europe and Africa for a 

warbler flight path game.  

 
There was also a demonstration by two of 

the British participants of a new database 

specially designed so they can use the 

keyboard for navigation rather than a 

mouse. 

  
Carole, Alec and Paul 

 

The final presentation was by Priory 

students. Fifteen of them had been in 

Dieppe from 15th to 16th June having raised 

about £50 each to pay for their fares and 

accommodation. 

 
They had worked with the English 

participants and their French opposite 

numbers to produce lesson plans for 

teachers and other students joining the 

scheme. They produced tips (in French!) on 

working with French people with learning 



disabilities and visiting the Parc.  

 

Priory pupils then launched the website.       

www.railwaylandproject.org 

Presentations of the Railway Land Poster 

were made by Chris Drury, Mayor Merlin 

Milner and Jaques Glinel from Parc Naturel 

Educatif Guy Weber, to all those who had 

taken part in the project. The French 

participants joined us all for a picnic on the 

Railway Land Local Nature Reserve.  

 

 
The event was rounded off with 

enthusiastic dancing devised and led by 

David Sykes…..  

 

 
 

 

 

….. accompanied by an impromptu Priory 

percussion group. 

 

 
 

 

 
John Parry twirled gracefully… 

 

 

…and everyone joined in the snake dance. 

 

Entente Cordiale 

 

After the annual ‘committee walk’ of the 

Reserve on the 21
st
 June we hosted the 

‘Nature Corridors for All’ participants, 

their carers and families plus the party of 

participants from France to a champagne 

and cake reception by the signal box.  



 
Dawn cuts the cake for Britain, whilst 

Pascal responds for France! 

 
 

Newsletter 55 - February  07 

 

By the time you receive this newsletter the 

website developed especially for the RLWT 

and linking all our practical projects with 

details of other Trust activities will be 

accessible. It is a ‘work in progress’ and 

will be a site that is regularly updated and 

developed by different members of the 

committee, the JMB, and the NC4all 

participants. We see it as a ‘virtual resource 

centre’ and think of it as the precursor of the 

proposed Linklater Pavilion - centre for 

the study of environmental change. 

  

I hope that those of you with access to the 

internet will visit the site: 

www.railwaylandproject.org 

 

Newsletter 56 - March 07 

 

The Nature Corridors for All participants 

were national finalists in the Health & 

Social Care Awards ~ congratulations all 

round. 

Newsletter 57 - July 07 

 

This newsletter contains reports of the 

various activities and events that have been 

held on the Railway Land since March. 

Pride of place must go to Robert Cash who 

raised £1650 by completing the RLWT walk 

on June 9th and being sponsored by friends, 

relatives and supporters.  

 

Robert, who feels very strongly about the 

value of the Nature Corridors for All project 

and who is a leading member of the team, 

also showed the rest of us how to increase 

the effectiveness of our fund raising by 

using the ‘just giving’ website.  As a result, 

his sponsorship is actually worth over £2000 

to the Trust because of the gift aid tax rebate 

that the site effectively reclaims from the 

Inland Revenue 

 

One Good Reason for the Pavilion! 

 

Robert Cash wrote on his website at 

www.justgiving.com  

 

I love doing conservation work on the 

Railway Land Wildlife Trust site with 

the  Nature’s Corridors For All group.   

 

We really need a building to give us a base 

with computers and John can leave his 

laptop there and other stuff he has to carry 

about.  

 

It will be warm and have toilets and 

refreshments and we can go there when it’s 

wet and keep our boots there. We can meet 

the school children and put up their work on 

the nature reserve, and our photos. Lots of 

people can use it and so can the birds and 

animals. People will be able to see what has 

been done and learn about flowers and 

birds. It will be good; there could be a lift 

for wheelchairs. 



 
I get by with a little help from my friends - 

Robert Cash accompanied up Kingston 

Ridge by his mum, Jean, and Paul Green 

 

The weather is changing; we can look at this 

and make plans. It’s very interesting and 

exciting. I want to help to make the building 

happen, that’s why I’m walking.   

  

All the people I meet on Nature's Corridors 

for All think it's a great idea so I’m walking 

for them too. I like all the people I work 

with very much and they work so hard to 

make good things happen for me. I want to 

do this to show how much they mean 

to me.  

 

Lots of love from Robert 

 

Planting Hedges on Chilly Brook 

 

It must have been the wettest day of the year 

when we planted the hedge on Chilly Brook. 

Dan, the ranger, had a lot of Hawthorn and 

Blackthorn whips for us to plant to make the 

hedge. We dug holes with spades, put the 

whips in and packed the soil back round the 

roots. Then we put a rabbit guard on each 

whip since there are rabbits on the Railway 

Land and they like young shoots and bark 

especially, because it is sweet. 

 

The meadows between the Railway Land 

and the River Ouse are divided up by 

ditches. These act like fences to keep the 

cattle in the part to be grazed but the ditches 

can’t cross the flood defence embankment 

so fences or hedges are needed there to 

continue the line of the ditch and keep the 

cattle in the correct part of the meadow.  

Kerien Ireland, has been helping Dan and 

the participants plant Hawthorn and 

Blackthorn whips to restore the hedges on 

Chilly Brook.  

 

 
Liz Williams working with Alec planting 

whips on the  19
th
 July 2007 

 



The old hedges are in poor condition so our 

new planting will improve them. We planted 

double rows of whips and hope these will 

make a really thick hedge. There will be 

berries for birds to eat and eventually shelter 

for their nests. The hedge will provide a 

habitat for other plants which in turn will 

attract animals such as field mice and 

butterflies. 

 

By the Nature Corridors 4 All Participants  

 

NC4All - French Exchange 

 

David, Jackie, Brian and Bryan went to 

France in June to visit St Aubin en Cauf. 

They spent a night there, and amongst many 

novel experiences assisted with rhubarb jam 

making, using fruit from the Guy Weber 

allotments. Jane McIntosh bought a jar when 

she visited in July and everyone at the St 

Nicholas Centre was able to try the delicious 

results. Go carts and bicycles can be rented 

at Guy Weber for use on the Avenue Verte, 

these proved a great attraction. 

 

There was a return visit the following week 

by the French who stayed for five days at 

Caburn Cottages. On the Tuesday all the 

participants went on a joint trip to 

Glyndebourne where they met and 

interviewed staff and were shown behind 

the scenes. John Parry and Mike Manktelow 

held a BBQ on Wednesday at Priory School 

for everyone.  

 
The French group recorded the girth of the 

railway poplar for the Woodland Trust 

Ancient Tree Hunt before returning to 

France - devant le deluge!.               

Pat Rigg 

 

Newsletter 58  -  November  07 

 

The Nature Corridors for All participants 

were briefly featured on the BBC’s ‘Nature 

of Britain’ documentary presented by Alan 

Titchmarsh.  

 

The producers wanted to focus on 

volunteers linked to urban fringe wildlife 

sites in the south-east and had picked up on 

the Nature Corridors for All project. 

 

The group was 

with Dan Ross, 

preparing the 

Leighside pond 

area for the 

digger access 

and the actual 

broadcast 

footage was 45 

seconds and the 

focus was on 

Dan showing 

one of the adults how to use a saw safely, 

one of the social workers giving a hand to a 

couple of the participants, some general 

shots of the participants in the area and a 6 

second shot of one of the participants, called 

Carole, saying how she liked helping and 

cutting off branches.   

 

 
A private viewing for the NC4All group at 

John Parry’s house! 



Newsletter 59 -  February 08 

 

Chairman’s Corner; Here are two quotes of 

support that I thought you would like to see.  

 

Priory School 

‘Students at Priory School have been 

involved in the cross-Channel 'Nature 

Corridors for All' project for the past four 

years, regularly meeting and working with 

adults with learning difficulties, particularly 

in their environmental tasks, which often 

take place on the Lewes Railway Land 

Local Nature Reserve.  This has raised the 

students' awareness of the need for society 

to integrate these adults so that they feel 

valued members of the community.  It has 

also acquainted the students with the 

Railway Land and the key environmental 

role it plays in Lewes. 

The curriculum at Priory School has 

undoubtedly been enriched by the 

involvement of our students in this project, 

and the Railway Land's location, less than 

five minutes' walk from our site, has added 

to the relevance of the work taking place. 

Many of our students experienced the 

devastating floods of 2000 and we are fully 

committed to the plans for the innovative 

Linklater Pavilion, recognising that climate 

change and sustainability are high priorities 

not only for local families but indeed all our 

students.  It has the potential to create an 

important positive impact on the curriculum 

at Priory School and we are looking forward 

to playing a key role in the success of the 

Linklater Pavilion.’ 

 

East Sussex County Council 

‘East Sussex County Council have worked 

closely with the Lewes Railway Land Trust 

for some 5 years now, working together to 

deliver the innovative and award winning 

Nature Corridors For All Project that 

supports adults with learning disabilities to 

contribute to conserving and monitoring 

change in their local natural environment. 

  It’s a fabulous project that has received 

much local and national recognition and has 

had a tremendously positive impact on the 

lives of the participants and their families.   

 The Linklater Pavilion would secure an 

exciting future for the Nature Corridors 

project and provide Lewes with an excellent 

facility where local children, people with 

learning disabilities and other community 

members could continue to work together to 

address local and global environmental 

issues.  The County Council wholeheartedly 

supports the Pavillion project and will 

continue to work closely with the Railway 

Land Trust to make it a reality.’ 

 

Newsletter 60 – May 08 

 

The highly successful Nature Corridors for 

All team of adults with learning disabilities 

will be undertaking a major sponsored walk 

from Balcombe Viaduct to Mesnieres to 

raise funds for the Railway Land Project.  

The mascot ‘Harry Hastings’ will be carried 

by adults with learning disabilities for pre-

determined parts of the walk.  Sponsor the 

mascot and you will be also be sponsoring 

them at   www.justgiving.com/participants 

The sponsored walk will: 

• Help furnish the Pavilion  

• Generate publicity  

• Enable us to continue our successful 

environmental / educational work with 

participants and local schools.  

 

Sport Relief on the Heart of Reeds: The 

participants used the Sports Relief Day in 

March to practise their walking skills. 

 

 



Newsletter 61 – September 08 

 

This Newsletter marks the end of an 

incredibly busy eight months for the Trust. 

Our energy has been focussed on raising 

money, appealing for grant funding, running 

our second River Festival, the sponsored 

five day River Walk, and celebrating with 

the JMB the completion of their Leighside 

Pond Project. It is significant that these 

events involved many young people from in 

and around Lewes. The River Walk - which 

included participants travelling to France for 

the final day’s events – marked the 

culmination of the four-year project, 

NC4All.  

 

Firm friendships have been established and 

the participants have made significant 

progress.  Not only have they developed 

fixed-point photography and computer 

skills, but by working together so 

intensively, they have developed their social 

skills and self-confidence too.   

 

Our Second River Festival 

 

The 163 children from Wallands, Rodmell, 

Meeching Valley, Western Road and 

Polegate primary schools thoroughly 

enjoyed the workshops offered.  

 

Thankfully the rain held off until midday 

when we were joined by the massed walkers 

- from France, Lewes’s St Nicholas Centre, 

the Cosmofil Challenge group and the salsa 

band from Priory School. The event was 

pronounced a huge success by the schools 

taking part. 

A dramatic photo taken by Peter Cripps of 

the Sussex Express - of us all ‘inside’ the 

marked out area of the Linklater Pavilion. 

 

The Festival cost £1875 to put on, paid from 

the European Union ‘Interreg’ budget of the 

NC4All project.  

 

We all enjoyed the show put on by Mr Brillo 

 

We know the experience we provided for 

the children was well worth the effort and 

will provide a positive link for another 

generation with the Reserve and the work of 

the Trust. 



 
The Lewes participants entered to deafening 

cheers and whoops accompanied by the 

Priory School Salsa Band. 

 
 

 
Some of our French friends make their way 

towards Newhaven….for a grand welcome! 

 

 
Cosmofil – led by Babette Kundrat - a 

group who walked and talked in French all 

day, also sang for us all at the magnificent 

Reception organised by Jean Cash (in the 

red pinny) at Newhaven Fort, marking the 

end of the Ouse Valley Section. 

 

It seemed a 

shame to cut 

the NC4All 

cake! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Speeches and a magnificent tea rounded off 

a wonderfully exhausting week.  



The following morning the walkers went by 

ferry to Dieppe and cycled to the Parc Guy 

Weber, completing their adventure at the 

chateau at Mesnieres 

 

 

 

 

These adapted tricycles ensured everyone 

could enjoy the Avenue Verte experience.  

 

 

 
Miles leads Dawn and Mike…. he’s Miles 

Ahead of course! 

 

 

 
Special mention must go to Paul Green who 

gave up a week’s holiday, masterminded the 

logistics for the participants and provided 

the essential back-up for the entire walk, 

ensuring all safety issues were covered. 

 

 

 

All this to be continued ….we 

hope… 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alec, Andrew, Andy, Barry,  

Brian, Bryan, Carole, David,  

Dawn, Jackie, Jeffrey, Kathy,  

Linda, Matthew, Michael, Miles   

and Rob 
 

We salute you! 
 

Nature Corridors for All was part-funded by the European Union for 5 years 

from September 2003.  The project partners were RiverOcean (for 4 years), East 

Sussex County Council, the Railway Land Wildlife Trust, Lewes District 

Council and TechDis. 

 

Project Manager: Dr John Parry.   

Core ESCC Adult Social Care staff: Paul Green, Elsa Page, Fiona McOuat, 

and Louise Smith 

LDC Community Ranger: Daniel Ross 

RLWT volunteers: Jenifer Barton, Liz Williams and Jane McIntosh 

RLWT Newsletter Editor: Pat Rigg 
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