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Director’s Introduction:

A couple of weeks ago, I overheard someone in 
the Linklater kitchen say that ‘if only the walls of the 
Linklater could talk’ due to the numbers of events 
and meetings held there and then, unsolicited, came 
the reply, ‘yes and also the numbers of actions and 
initiatives that they have spawned’.  It was a good 
moment and perhaps the time to reflect on a few 
things that have happened or are about to happen 
in relation to our remit as a centre for the study of 
environmental change.

At a very local level we now have Jenifer Barton’s 
study of the flora featured in this edition comparing 
the site with 10 years ago.  It is interesting to 
note the relatively few changes she and her team 
have recorded.  Here then is a seed bank, albeit 
threatened by being a little isolated, but nevertheless 
providing nectar and joy alike!  Changes around the 
entrance are recognised but it is easy to forget just 
how much work went into seeding this concrete hard 
former railway yard.  We are so grateful to Keith 
Datchler for his generous supply of seed from one 
of the Coronation meadows in Kent which has finally 
started to make a difference.   

There is also a hint in Jenifer’s report of possible change in the inter-
tidal zone due to changes in tides and this brings me to another 
aspect of our work – namely the launch of sea level rise teaching 
materials at the National Sustainable Schools Conference held in 
Bristol on 2nd July 2015.

The sea level rise materials based on the digital fly through of 
the Ouse valley and developed with Priory School (http://www.
railwaylandlive.org/climate-change/) are some of the first to be 
released nationally and I am so glad that we have led the way here.   

Furthermore, the group of young people calling themselves the 
Linklater RATS (Raising Awareness of Tides and Sea levels) have 
completed the first leg of a 150 year programme into the future and 
will pass on their findings and response to flooding and sea level 
rise to the next group of RATS in October.  

Registered Address: Linklater Pavilion, Railway Lane, Lewes BN7 2FG

before and after seeding
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We are proud of the work and commitment 
shown by this first group of young people 
and we wish them well for the future.  
Josie Barton, Tamara Bowers, Sam 
Crawford, Alex Dam, Louis Fisher, Iris 
Harmer-Johnston, Joel Gayford, Dylan 
Ponsford, Ben Ward, Nathan Watson 
and Jack Woodgate.

I would also like to thank Jo Higgs from the Environment 
Agency and Lawrence Quinn from Priory school for 
their steady support and help to the group and also 
to boatsman David Sykes as well as Colin Spiller 
and Grant Moffatt from the Environment Agency for 
additional expertise.

The Nature Corridors group have been doggedly 
recording environmental change on the Railway 
Land but also at Birling Gap.  This August celebrates 
10 years of fixed point photos taken by the group 
every month.  I can’t believe how quickly the time 
has gone and the resource that the team have built 
was recognised in a Meridian ITV news broadcast by 
reporter Malcolm Shaw due to go out soon. 

Jackie Poole and Katie 
Hopper both acted as 
spokespeople for the 
group and did a great 
job. The Nature Corridors 
photos are now a key 
attraction in the new 
Birling Gap visitor centre.  
Their photos of the 
change between January 
and February 2014 are breathtaking.
 January 2014       February 2014     
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At another end of the environmental 
change spectrum, we now have 
Rory Mortimore’s completed geology 
display and video simply called 
‘Chalk’ specially filmed by Fergus 
Kennedy.  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=FU9NDQSmve0
This extraordinary insight into seas that 
were 200 metres higher than Birling 
Gap and our very own cliffs in Lewes  
80 million years ago and the story that 
the chalk has to tell, provide a much 
wider context to environmental change 
and sea level rise.  

Although not an overtly campaigning body (our remit is as a study centre) we welcome collaboration 
and strongly supported, for example, Colin Tingle’s work on Naturegain - a termed coined by us.   It 
is pleasing to see the fruits of his and others ground-breaking work being adopted by Lewes Town 
Council and influencing the neighbourhood planning process.

At another level, we are delighted to host, in late September, the innovative Lewes District 2030 
Festival organised by Transition Town Lewes, Ovesco and Energise South Coast and even more 
pleased to have been invited to take part.

Much of our work is a mix of context-setting, steady environmental recording, informal and formal 
education and providing a neutral space for a significant variety of environmental groups whose 
workshops and deliberations from wildlife and energy to flooding and eco system services may well, 
in the words of the visitor, have spawned a variety of initiatives and actions – we would like to think 
so!                     John Parry

Two thank yous.
We should record our grateful thanks to Pat Rigg who is handing over the membership reins, event 
updates and Sunday afternoon co-ordination to Helen Meade who is making strong progress on 
several fronts.

Also a big thank you to volunteer David Ollosson for putting together such a varied and interesting 
series of fund-raising events in the Autumn, featured in our centre spread.
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The 2013-14 Flora Survey: 

Why we did it and what we found!
A 1994 survey listed all the plants growing o n the 
reserve and published its results, English names 
only and without locations, in the Newsletters 
of 1996-97. This was followed in 2002-03 by a 
compartment by compartment survey, carried 
out as a direct result of John Parry’s Earthwatch 
Fellowship, which in addition to recording species 
present, estimated their relative abundance.
Since then there have been many changes on 
the Reserve like the construction of the Linklater 
Pavilion, the excavation of the Heart of Reeds, 
laying a storm water pipe with hazel coppice 
planted to mitigate its impact, the planting of black 
poplars on the site of the old allotments, other tree 
and shrub planting to replace overgrown buddleia 
and dredging of ditches and ponds. So 2013, ten 
years on, seemed a good time to see what impact 
these changes had had on the flora of the Railway 
Land .

What we did
We assembled a group of 16 volunteers, all keen 
to take on a group of compartments, working in 
twos or threes. We aimed to make several visits 
spaced out over the summer and using the previous 
survey data, record species surviving from 2002, 
new arrivals, and species which had seemingly 
disappeared over the 10 years. As in the previous 
survey we aimed to estimate the relative abundance 
of each species.

So what did we find?
Some parts of the reserve are relatively unchanged. 
The Chilly Brook grassland has a remarkably similar 
population of grasses, about 15 species, as before. 
The ditches too, perhaps because of the dredging, 
have not changed a lot and the aquatic plants 
continue to support many Invertebrates which are 
regularly surveyed and are responsible for the 

Freshly planted hazel coppice captured by NC4All

Frog bit flowering in the Chilly Brook ditches
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Teasels, codlins and cream & white flowered hedge 
bindweed scrambling over the vegetation.



meadow’s national classification as a “Site of 
Nature Conservation Interest” (SNCI).

The wet and dry woodlands are also relatively 
unchanged although some of the trees have 
required pollarding or dangerous branch removal. 
There are still species like bamboo, snowberry, 
gooseberry and a magnificent swamp cypress, 
survivors of the Leighside House garden. 
Sycamore saplings abound but efforts are being 
made to limit their spread since we would like to 
encourage biodiversity here.

The sidings, grazed by rabbits and with tall 
vegetation cut regularly, have not changed 
significantly with the southern parts dominated 
by teasels, codlins and cream and white flowered 
hedge bindweed scrambling over the vegetation. 
The cutting regime here leaves some teasels 
whose seeds provide valuable winter food for 
small birds like the goldfinch as well as creating 
space for other plants such as the attractive 
cranesbills  to add to the diversity.

The old allotment site still has apple, medlar 
and walnut trees as well as horseradish from 
the railwaymen’s activities but has now been 

planted with black poplar saplings from Wakehurst Place’s programme to increase numbers of this 
rare native species in Britain. This change together with the rampant growth of brambles has helped 
to make the area less accessible, creating a valuable, undisturbed bird habitat.

Heart of Reeds was excavated in 2004, reeds were planted at the water’s edge but the  earth banks 
were left to colonise. A succession has been recorded from the early bare ground species through 
dominant thuggish species such as bristly ox-tongue and thistles to the now flourishing nettles. 
Whilst these are a valuable food plant for caterpillars of several butterfly species, the autumn cutting 
and removal of foliage will, we hope, lower the high nutrient status which favours the nettles and 
encourage diversity by creating space for other species. The accessible paths are kept open with 
periodic strimming and this has another benefit, allowing low growing species with runners like 
creeping cinquefoil and creeping buttercup to flourish among the annual meadow grass with its long 
flowering and seeding period.

The river bank is now colonised by several salt marsh species like 
sea aster and sea purslane, the former providing a colourful display 
of yellow, Michaelmas daisy-like inflorescences. A little higher up 
the inter-tidal zone marram grass, planted widely on sand dunes to 
stabilise the soil, is now well established. These were not recorded 
in 2002 and lead us to ask whether changes in tidal levels might be 
responsible.

The Leighside ponds which had been silted up are now attractive 
habitats with plantings of yellow flag iris and purple loosestrife. 

The land round the Linklater Pavilion has been a construction site

Black Poplars thrive in the old allotment site
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with the inevitable compacting of the soil and contamination with builders’ rubble. It has been seeded 
with hay meadow species, poppy seeds to commemorate WW1 and more recently plantings of 
hawthorn, spindle and other shrubs. Our survey was too early to capture this new biodiversity but a 
return visit in a year or so will indicate how well the new plantings are doing.

So over the 10 years the reserve has lost some species and gained some, the latter far outnumbering 
the former. In both these groups of species, numbers of plants tended to be very small and we are 
probably seeing the now familiar small reserve problem; cross pollination is less likely to occur when 
plant numbers are very low and although self pollination is possible in some species the resulting lack 
of genetic mixing may be detrimental in the medium term to seed production and survival. However 
we are part of the Ouse Valley Living Landscape project, designed by creating a chain of managed 
habitats, to alleviate this problem for both flora and fauna and we hope that in time some of our rarer 
species will benefit and prosper. Despite this somewhat negative observation, the Reserve has a 
good range of plant species which supply nectar and pollen to the huge variety of insects we have in 
our woodland, grassland and aquatic habitats, as well as the bees in the observation hive. Over the 
seasons lesser celandines and dog violets bloom in early spring, willowherbs and meadowsweet in 
mid summer, and yarrow and yellow toadflax in autumn to mention just a few. We hope visitors too 
will enjoy the diversity and interest the Railway Land provides.   Jenifer Barton, Trustee

Helen Meade’s Report:
My first 3 months working at the Railway Land have flown by 
and I’ve been amazed at the variety of activity going on inside 
the Linklater and outside on the Reserve! 

It has been a great pleasure to meet many of the volunteers 
who support the Trust’s work. Recruiting more volunteers is 
something I have been focusing on, and have developed a few 
new roles to try and engage with new people.  One of these 
roles is to be a site visitor - essentially to act as an extra pair 
of eyes and ears for the Community Rangers, so that they can 

get a fuller picture of how the Reserve is used and allocate 
resources accordingly.  This is an approach the Rangers are 
trialling at the Railway Land and has so far has proved very 
popular with 6 new volunteers signing up. 

The other new role is to continue the work of the Railway Land 
Safaris which the Nature Corridors for All group have already 
created on the website.   Meanwhile, interest in helping out 
on Sundays is increasing, both with the Sunday afternoon 
events at the Linklater and with the Meadow Minders.
An important part of engaging new audiences with our work 
has been to step into the world of social media and we now 
have a page on Facebook, YouTube and Twitter

See left: Facebook and You Tube.  

Please have a look at the pages, ‘like’ them, ‘follow’ us and 
ask your friends and family to do the same!   There are some 
wonderful videos by Rory Mortimer on the YouTube channel 
and John Parry is finding some great archive material that 
will go there too. 
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Our Facebook and YouTube pages are both called Railway Land Wildlife Trust, our Twitter handle 
is @RailwayLand. 

I will also now be taking over from Pat Rigg on the work she has kindly done as membership 
secretary so please don’t be surprised when you hear from me rather than her!   Pat will continue to 
edit the quarterly newsletter and I will email the monthly updates after August.

Helen Meade

If you haven’t renewed your membership yet for 2015, please use the  updated form on the back 
page of this newsletter to do so. Do check with me by email at coordinator@railwaylandproject.org 
or by leaving a message on 01273-477101 if you aren’t sure of your membership status.

Railway Land Live!
Little did we think we would reap such amazing live 
footage from placing 4 cameras on the site, two of which 
are underwater.  A good number of them can be found at  
http://www.railwaylandlive.org/live/video-library/

In the words of biologist Steve Savage, ‘we have seen 
mating behaviours of newts that I have not found anywhere else on the Internet because such 
filming usually takes place in a lab tank rather than a natural pond.’

And we have action above ground, too, with 
blackbirds feeding and collecting nesting 
material, a grass snake swimming, a heron 
catching a frog, a family of coot chicks and 
a resident domestic cat.

The school visits led by Steve Savage 
and myself helped from time to time by 
naturalist and trench digger Paul Webster 
were successful and we were pleased 
to welcome St Josephs, St Barts, Mile 
Oak, Rodmell, Hove Junior, Framfield, 
St Pancras, Icklesham and Firle Primary 
schools as well as Priory.
 

We have had some lovely letters and responses some of which are in the Undercroft over the 
summer but I thought you would like to see extracts from this account of what it feels like to be a 
newt by a pupil called Rory:

Tench spitting out vegetation while feeding caught on 
camera in Heart of Reeds



A Newt’s Life

I was sleeping in my pebbly cave when 
I heard the unmistakeable sound of the 
golden padlock being unlocked.   I braced 
myself as I waited for the water to be 
disturbed by nets.   Suddenly, they came 
slamming into me.  I tried to duck away but 
my tail got stuck under a pebble that had 
fallen from the roof of my house.   I had two 
choices, stay stuck under the pebble or 
grab onto the net and try to wriggle free.

I heard distant voices saying things like:
“Look at those red things on its side”
“I want to poke it”
“Can I take it home?”

I tried to swim under a plant but I was trapped.   I was being lifted by a plastic spoon and 
prodded.  It was torture.  I needed to see a doctor. Then I was falling straight for the pond.  
Smack I went as I collided with the surface.    I sank and steered myself towards the surgery 
and onto a doctors’ bed and took a long nap.             
  

The teacher from Framfield School was so taken with the whole project that she brought some 
much younger children to experience the site over and above Railway Land Live! and here are a 
few quotes:

‘The best thing that we did was when we 
saw the bees.  I learnt that the queen bee 
has a green spot on its back and likes to 
go to the back of the hive,’ 
    by Jade aged 6.

‘I’ve never seen an earth worm beefor.  
And I like the minibeasts’, 
    by Ellab aged 6.

‘I love nature because it teaches me 
things about nature lessons’. 
    by Emma aged 5

We are recruiting for schools to take part in 2016 and with the deadline at the end of October have 
already filled 11 of the 15 places!                                      John Parry

Freshwater ditch shrimp that long ago lived in the sea and now 
inhabit Heart of Reeds
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Male smooth newt ‘hanging out’ in Leighside Pond



Travels in Madagasc

Linklater Pavilion – Sunday 22nd November
4pm  Entry by donation.    

Refreshments.

John Parry’s account of his recent visit to Madagascar.  
All proceeds to the RLWT Ambohimanga project.
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20 September 2015    4pm
Man versus Nature: 
The Bolsheviks and the 
‘World Out There’
Roger Cockrell

This illustrated talk will explore 
the Bolsheviks’ attitude towards 
the natural world, focusing in 
particular on the first two 
decades after the 1917 
revolution.

Roger Cockrell was for many 
years head of Russian at Exeter 
University where he is currently 
an honorary fellow. 

FUND RAISING EVENTS 
History…crime…travel…comedy…

4pm start……£5 entry…

18th October 2015   4pm 
’Easing the Passing’ the 
Dr Shipman of 
Eastbourne
Peter Haydn-Smith

Dr John Bodkin Adams was a GP 
in Eastbourne from the early 1930s 
until his death in 1983 . From the 
mid 1930s to the mid 1950s there 
was gossip that the wealthy ladies 
who were his patients were leaving 
him a lot of money in their wills,…

Peter Haydn-Smith trained in 
forensic psychiatry at the Maudsley
and Bethlem Hospitals and the 
Institute of Psychiatry. 

He has also been a consultant to 
the CAA in aviation psychiatry 
since 2002.

AT THE LINKLATER
…poetry…cabaret…nature
all welcome…refreshments

22nd November 2015. 4pm
John Parry’s Travels in 
Madagascar.  See next page

24th January 2016 – 7pm
An evening with Simon 
Evans
Comedian Simon Evans 
makes a generous return to 
the Linklater in John Parry’s 
final year as Director of the 
Railway Land Project,

The Linklater has proved to be 
an intimate comedy venue and 
this evening gig will raise your 
spirits as well as funds! 

21st February 2016    4pm
Cabaret with Alex Roose

A show following in the 
footsteps of the great light 
entertainers - Sinatra, Mario 
Lanza, Noel Coward, Tom 
Lehrer, Ivor Novello….

20th March 2016
The Importance of 
Elsewhere: Philip 
Larkin and Travel
By Simon Smith

17th April 2016 
The river Otter 
Beaver Trial
By Mark Elliott
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Ecology into Art: The second exhibition of tempera paintings by Lil Tudor Craig at the 
Linklater.

Lil’s paintings explore the relationship between the wild 
plants of Britain and the creatures they support. She 
completed a special painting for this exhibition which 
shows the wild flowers on the chalk on Itford Hill, near 
Beddingham, Sussex, and the magical blue butterflies that 
depend on the plants there.

‘Lil Tudor Craig has developed a unique 
way of visualising intimate worlds 
inhabited by exquisite creatures. Each 
painting’s acutely observed studies 
of them and the fronds, leaves and 
stalks of their environments, draw 
their observers closer in until they are 
offered magnifying glasses with which 
to delve even further.

Everything here is a work of dedication and great skill and yet the completed compositions, more 
like eastern miniatures than mere nature studies, are beautifully simple, and simply beautiful.’                               
Tom Walker  
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And don’t forget your earplugs...
This summer the peace and quiet of the Railway Land has been shattered! Visitors taking a gentle 
stroll around the Heart of Reeds and the wet meadows have had their ears pierced by a loud series 
of notes, screaming from within the dense shrub. But when you look for the source of this profane 
noise you find nothing.  So what is it?

Well, it seems we have been visited by one of Britain’s most recent colonist and possible contender 
for Britain’s loudest songbird, the Cetti’s warbler. 

This bird, which resembles a large wren, first arrived 
here from the Continent in the early 1970’s. It lives within 
dense scrub around marshy areas, ditches and reed 
beds, so the Railway Land makes a perfect home. It’s 
not a migratory bird, choosing instead to stay here over 
the winter, making it one of our few resident species of 
warbler. But as an insect eater it’s often hard hit by cold 
winters and so the population is very much restricted to 
Southern England and East Anglia, with strongholds on 
the Norfolk Broads and Somerset Levels. 

However, as our climate changes and our winters get 
warmer, the Cetti’s population is starting to expand. 
In the BTO Bird Atlas, Cetti’s warbler came top of the 
list of species with the greatest range expansion since 
the original survey in 1968-72, and there are now over 
2,000 recorded breeding pairs. Could this little bird help 
us track climate change in the UK?  

It might be hard to spot this enigmatic bird who skulks within the bramble, but after the initial shock, 
it’s easy to fall in love with that brash song which is unlike anything else you’re going to hear in the 
British countryside. 

So take a walk on the Railway Land, listen, and brace yourself….

Daniel Fagan, LDC Community Ranger

Cetti’s Warbler © Ron Knight 
licensed under Creative Commons Attribution 
2.0 Generic/    Cropped from original.
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Dates for your Diary - Sunday Afternoon Events 2015
26th July Railway Land Live!

Steve Savage
3-4

2nd August Flora Walk
J Barton and members of flora survey team

3-4

9th August Bumblebee Conservation Trust 
Beewalk

2.30-4

16th August Railway Land Live!
Steve Savage

3-4

23rd August Artwave Exhibition 2-5

30th August Artwave Exhibition
Wishworks Puppet Show

2-5
3-4

6th September A Closer Look at the Linklater Bees 3-4

13th September Geological Exhibits at the Linklater 3-4
20th September Railway Land Live!

Steve Savage
3-4

27th September Last Sunday Opening  - Review 2015 3-4

Each Sunday from April 26th - September 27th the Linklater will be open to the 
public from 2-5pm. 

If you would like to help, join our team and become a volunteer,  please contact us on 
info@railwaylandproject.org   or leave a message on 01273-477101

Cinnabar Moth  © 
Ken Hircock Flikr

Ragwort on the Railway Land - food for the 
orange and black striped caterpillars of the 

Cinnabar Moth



Our July Festival - something for everyone.... 
Our focus this year was on Railway Land Live! and the Brighton and Lewes Downs Biosphere 
and after a morning of rain, the skies cleared and we had well over 600 visitors who seemed to 
appreciate the relaxed but informative atmosphere.

We celebrated the formal 
opening of the geology 
display by Professor Rory 
Mortimore who gave a 
short but very powerful and 
interesting talk and we are 
grateful to Tom Crossett, 
Rich Howarth, Steve 
Savage and Paul Webster 
for a series of interesting 
talks and videos held in the 
River Room which acted as 
a cinema.

Two puppet shows by 
Wishworks and live music 
by  Aftershave proved to be 
very popular. 

 There were displays by 
Chandlers, the Ouse Valley 
Cycle Network, the South 
Downs National Park Authority, 
Lewes District Council and the 
Sussex Wildlife Trust.
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Children were invited to make 
nature crowns in advance of 
the Patina schools transition 
parade 

There was also 
the opportunity 
for children to 
get involved 
in a Minecraft 
game based 
on the Reserve 
put together by 
Blockbuilders.

We are very grateful to volunteers on the day - Carol and David Archer, Thea Fox, Mary Benjamin; 
and at least 12 cakemakers and Jenifer Barton,  Pat Rigg, Karen Wraith and Dee O’Connell who all 
helped with the cake stall organised by Anne Parry.  

Next year’s Festival 

‘A Place to Think With’ 

will be held on 
Sunday 3rd July 

see you there!

           John Parry
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Priory Activity Week and Minecraft:
This year we were privileged to team 
up with Blockbuilders Joe Palmer and 
Megan Lecke from the University of 
Brighton through our partnership with the 
Brighton and Lewes Downs Biosphere 
led by Rich Howarth.

The idea was to offer Priory pupils an 
opportunity to play the very popular 
Minecraft game adapted to the Railway 
Land by Joe and Megan who gave a huge 
amount of voluntary time to the project 
helped by Dan Fagan who provided 
habitat facts and myself providing 
historical facts about the reserve.

All of us were keen to explore the mix of a virtual world with the experience of the real world and 
where better than a facility such as the Linklater and the ability to step into a nature reserve!

This is something that we would very much to develop as a mini research case study with modest 
local funding because we believe there is a powerful synergy and potential ‘way in’ to nature for a 
generation of pupils brought up with computers and mobile phones.

For example, we invited pupils to design 
their own entrance area before then taking 
them immediately to the entrance area and 
providing the background to why it is as it is 
designed by pupils their own age.  This led 
into thinking about what values do we want 
to send out by how the entrance looks and is 
designed – a Disney all-singing-all-dancing 
affair or a low key quiet feel?

We were joined by 2 Year 10 Priory pupils on 
work experience who observed the sessions 
and here are some extracts from their 
interesting observations which they titled:    Reality vs Creativity

We are two year 10 work experience students from Priory School, Lewes. We have been observing 
the year 7, 8 and 9 students who have come here during their activities week. They have been 
involved with a project combining Minecraft (a popular PC game) and the real Lewes Railway Land! 
We have been here for four days now and have enjoyed the experience a lot, it has been great to 
see how the younger years react to the outside environment and the inside environment that have 
been put together.

On Day One the group, made up purely of year 7’s, was a group of 5 students and us two work 
experience lads! (We were taking part in the activities throughout the day, as the group was small)! 
The first activity we did was to redesign the entrance to the Lewes Railway Land nature reserve! 
The group took a much more natural approach to the redesigning! The group was much more 
peaceful in comparison to the other groups we worked with! The ideas they came up with were more 
realistic and possible than the other groups that we worked with! They were focused throughout 
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the activities. The group influenced each other heavily and all created a great idea that appealed to 
everyone who was there that day; this never happened with any of the other groups… Day One was 
a good day full of surprises! 

On Day Three in activity 3 (about niche habitats) we were joined by the Nature Corridors for All 
group. This was a different and a nice experience!   For students and workers alike (us in particular). 
The group of students completed this activity with the utmost efficiency, one pair managed to find all 
eight different niche habitats in about five minutes! The pair that found them first time really helped 
the others to find the other habitats; it was nice to see other Priory students helping each other. 
Showing that they understand what the school values are and are keen to show them off to the 
people here at the Linklater Pavilion.

To conclude we think smaller groups work better with the Minecraft resource as there is a lot less 
conflict and more collaboration between the players and the same is for activity two, as well as 
there being a lot less people to control and maybe supervise to make sure the game is completed 
efficiently and quickly on activity two. We think that the Minecraft resource helps the students develop 
an understanding for the Railway Land and its purposes; therefore we believe that it is a brilliant 
resource and we hope it will continue to be used for years to come, to help more and more students 
understand the Railway Land. 
  By Joe Zara and Brandon Mack, Year 10 students on work experience, and John Parry       

Editorial Footnote:

Having taken over two battered handwritten A4 pages of membership details 24 years ago, it has 
been gratifying this week to hand to Helen Meade eight closely typed pages containing 260 records 
of members and supporters of the Railway Land Wildlife Trust. This 86th edition of the Newsletter 
shows how the RLWT has embraced modern technology and uses it to widen its sphere of influence.

Please note the contact details listed below, because we have increased our presence on digital 
media; we now have a telephone answering service at the Linklater which will be accessed twice a 
week;  and have a single email address for enquiries or comments. 

It has been a privilege to have membership contact with you all for so long, and I look forward to 
continuing to be involved with you through the newsletter and as a Trustee.     Pat Rigg
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to contact Dr John Parry, Director
email:  info@railwaylandproject.org

to contact the Railway Land Wildlife Trust
email: info@railwaylandproject.org or
Tel: 01273-477101  (answerphone only)

to contact Lewes District Council Ranger 
Daniel Fagan 

Tel: 01273-484408
email: daniel.fagan@lewes.gov.uk

for membership enquiries 
contact Helen Meade email: 

coordinator@railwaylandproject.org
Tel: 01273-477101  (answerphone only)

For access to past newsletters or to see this printed 
version in full colour go to:
www.railwaylandproject.org 

& click ‘newsletters’ in the left hand column

Editor: Pat Rigg
contact:info@railwaylandproject.org

photos ©RLWT unless attributed
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 Railway Land Wildlife Trust 
Charity No 800655
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to access underwater camera live feeds 
www.railwaylandlive.org
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Annual Membership Renewal  2015
Forename:.............................................Surname....................................................................

Address:..................................................................................................................................

Town:..................................... Post Code:.....................................

Tel No:............................................email:..............................................................................

I wish to become a member / renew my membership of the Railway Land Wildlife Trust (RLWT) and 
receive quarterly newsletters and make the following payments

Annual membership £10 (minimum per household) £……………………

Donation towards RLWT funds £……………………

 I would like to receive newsletters by email (tick if applicable)
note: receiving newsletters by email frees up £1.20 of your subscription for other RLWT projects and 
services

I understand that the information I have provided above will be retained for membership records 
only; held securely and only processed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998

Gift Aid declaration – please tick ONE of the following
Please treat

 the enclosed gift as a Gift Aid donation OR

 all gifts of money that I make today and in the future as Gift Aid donations OR

 please do NOT claim Gift Aid on this donation

Signed:.......................................... date:...................................

You must pay an amount of Income Tax and/or capital Gains Tax for the year (6 April one year to 5 
April the next) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that RLWT will reclaim on your gift.
Please notify RLWT in due course if you  
1. Want to cancel this declaration 
2. Change your name or home address or
3. No longer pay sufficient tax on your income or capital gains

Tax claimed by the Charity - the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 you give on or after 2008
If you pay Income Tax at the higher rate, you must include all your gift Aid donations on your Self 
assessment tax return if you want to receive the additional tax relief due to you

Please return this form to: 
Helen Meade: Linklater Pavilion, Railway Lane, Lewes BN72FG
to contact Helen email: coordinator@railwaylandproject.org 
or tel: 01273-477101 (answerphone only)
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