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Editorial

Thank you for your positive comments on the new 
style newsletter. Since our last edition there has been 
considerable activity inside and outside the Linklater 
Pavilion as we move into our first year of operation. 

At our AGM John Parry outlined the vision for the Railway 
Land project - a shorthand title for the interconnected 
aspects of our work on the Local Nature Reserve and our 
own Chilly Brook, along with the local and wider community 
we welcome to the Pavilion.
 
In March, Professor Rory Mortimore and his colleagues 
met with people who sponsored individual rocks cladding 
the undercroft walls. Despite a bitterly cold wind, everyone 
was able to choose their ‘rocks’ and record their names on 
the chart which will soon be shown below the large photos 
being prepared by Elephant Graphics for the entrance to 
the undercroft

The Firewalk Challenge on the 2nd April was a brilliant 
success in a number of ways. 55 people bravely walked on 
glowing wood embers and together with proceeds of the 
Firewalk Challenge Draw raised over £13,600 to fund the 
Railway Land project. The whole idea and the lion’s share 
of the work of generating enthusiasm and involvement of 
so many people was done by Jean Cash. The generosity 
of the walkers and their sponsors made this our most 
successful fundraising event to date. Perhaps just as 

importantly, it brought new faces to the Reserve, and a younger audience 
to a RLWT event. The Trustees are learning a lot from organising these 
public events, and we review and record our experiences for future use. 
Little did any of us expect to be responsible for such varied tasks when 
we ‘signed up’ with the Trust.  Our next big public event is:

‘BEE THE BUZZ’    Saturday 11th June   2 – 6pm.
This family day will see the arrival of honey bees to a living hive in the first 
floor wall of the Linklater Pavilion. 

Francis Ratnieks, Professor of Apiculture at the University of Sussex will 
provide timed talks about the bees and their settling in.  The famous ‘waggle 
dance’ will be explained and there will be various displays including a 
honey tasting.  We are grateful to Harveys who are sponsoring the event 
and will be brewing a special Bee Beer for the occasion. Tasting will be 
encouraged! More details can be found on page 7

The folding doors have now been fitted - enabling flexible use to be made 
of the upper floor. The first test of this was during the Pells School art 
exhibition the culminationof a wo year project between Pells CEP School 

‘Calamity’ Jean, ‘Queen of the fire’, 
struts her stuff, leading the Smoking 
Guns team and the  rest of the 
firewalkers over red hot embers.

Don’t miss our next major event
Bee the Buzz



UK and primary schools in Blois (our twin town in France and with whom 
Pells has a long-standing relationship), Lucca in Italy, Brussels in Belgium 
and Brasov in Romania.
The exhibition was hung in the innner hexagon, using the ‘door panels’ 
as backing. On two of the days the Nature Corridors team were at work in 
the art area and the quiet room, and of course the Sussex Wildlife Trust 
officer, Michael Blencowe ,was accessing his office too. Just what the 
building was designed to accommodate!                                     

Pat Rigg, Editor

Dates for your Diary:

Summer Opening of the Linklater Undercroft
Sunday 10th April and thereafter every Sunday afternoon from 2-5pm 
until September 18th

Minders Conservation Group 1st Sunday every month, 1.30pm 

Linklater Pavilion and Reserve Public Events for your diary:
Saturday 11th June: Bee Festival  ‘Bee the Buzz’ 2 - 6pm, see back 
page.
Saturday 2nd July ‘Wild in Lewes’  Common Cause, 2pm onwards - An 
afternoon with many different wildlife related groups with stands, talks, 

and activities 
Sunday 10th July: Francis Ratnieks will talk about Bees (7.30pm tbc)
Saturday 3rd September: Moth Trapping with Rangers Thyone Outram and 
Steve Teale (time tbc)

SWT  Courses: (booking through SWT)

Friday 15th July: Dragonflies 10-4
Saturday 23rd July: Bumblebees 10-4
Saturday 30th: Spiders 10-4
Friday 12th August: Butterflies 10-4
Saturday 17th September: Art in Landscape 10-4

TTL at the Linklater! Every Wednesday Evening 
8th June ‘Endangered Species! Does that mean us?’ Open 
House - film / discussion and shared food.

Volunteers still wanted:

We now open the undercroft to casual visitors every Sunday afternoon until 
September from 2-5pm. The plan is to put up a rolling programme of displays 
and updates on the whole Railway Land project, and eventually to hold regular 
exhibitions and displays that require large spaces.

Several of our members have already said they’d be interested in ‘sitting’ 
exhibtions and events in the Linklater, and have offered an hour or two on a 
rota basis, so we can cover these sessions. Geoff Bush plans to pair people 
up, and of course Trustees will be around to help out. Volunteers are able to sit 
under cover, there is access to the toilets, and electricity to allow for making a 
cup of tea and run a lap top! We will of course make sure that there is plenty of 
information available to help you answer questions from the public.

If you are interested in helping with this new phase of the Railway Land Project, 
please email Geoff at g_bush@sky.com or ring him on 07731534449.

Geoff Bush, who taught science 
at Priory school has kindly 
taken responsibility for the rota 
and opening arrangements.



Open Afternoons:

After a slow start, the open 
afternoons have started to 
attract increasing numbers 
of visitors to the Undercroft. 
Geoff has organised three 
blackboards for people to 
record what they have seen 
on the reserve during the 
afternoon, one for flora, one for 
birds and animals, and another 
one for insects. 

On Sunday 1st May the 
Minders were also on site. 
Our faithful regulars, Julia and 
Dylan teamed up with Thyone, 
the assistant Ranger and 
Jon Gunson. They reported 
sighting 14 grass snakes and 
two slow worms when lifting 
the 22 survey mats, and Jon 
has been told that the fish in 
the Heart of Reeds are possibly 

rudd. I asked him how they got there, and he thinks it is likely that they 
have colonised here because herons often carry fish eggs on their legs.

Membership Renewal:

This newsletter comes to you with various options of renewing your 
membership of the RLWT. 

Our ‘year’ runs from AGM to AGM, and so - many thanks to those 
of you who think “Springtime” and have already renewed your 
membership.

Some of you have also taken advantage of joining our standing 
order scheme, which means your membership in future will be 
renewed automatically once a year, and where appropriate, 
gift aided. This is very reassuring financially for us as a small 
charitableTrust. 

However it is still possible to renew by cash or cheque made 
payable to the Railway Land Wildlife Trust. Please post or 
hand deliver to 115, High Street Lewes, BN7 1XY.

The annual membership remains at £10 per household or 
individual, though we are very grateful to those of you who 

add a donation towards the work of the Trust. The £10 covers 
the cost of producing newsletters, postage where necessary, printing a 
limited number of newsletters for those without email, and any left over 
goes towards the cost of public liability insurance on Chilly Brook. 

I hope this explains why we try where possible to send you newsletters 
and updates by email rather than on printed paper!

The Minders spent May Day clearing 
growth round young trees and 
checking the reptile survey mats

Please 
renew your 

£10 membership 
for 

2011 in one of the 

following ways:

Standing order: form 

attached
 by email 

or inserted
 with this 

Newsletter

Cheque or cash: to 

Pat using the inserted
 

renewal form
 - or t

he 

email vers
ion atta

ched



Trustee Matters:

As those of you who attended the AGM will have realised, 
the trustees are now liable for increased administrative costs 
as owners of a public access building, and providers of 
programmes for vulnerable adults and school children. Our 
turnover necessitated a full audit this year, (undertaken by 
Maxwell Gumbleton) and will require our accounts to be ‘signed 
off’ annually in the future. As is our practice, we continue to 
apply for grant funding to cover the costs of specific projects.  
We have applied to the Big Lottery and other funding bodies for 
the costs of employing a Director of the Railway Land project, 
and will hear of the outcome in the next two months. 

Alison Lawfield who has been Comany Secretary for the last 
year and a half, is taking over the organisation of this financial 
planning for the coming year and combining this with her existing 
responsibilities. We are lucky to have someone with business 
and commercial Board experience able to guide the Trustees. 

Tessa George who has been our Treasurer since 1997 will remain a Trustee but is handing over the financial 
reins to Alison as from May 3rd. Tessa has coped with a most time consuming job that has required complete 
accuracy and needed someone who is very organised. In the last two years she has been responsible for 
tracking and recording huge sums of money for the building programme. She has been an unsung heroine 
for years and we owe her a great deal. Her reward, however, is a photo of one of our more photogenic marsh 
frogs, signed by the Trustees!

We are delighted that Ruth O’Keeffe, who has been on the Management Board since 2006 has now been 
appointed a Trustee. She has provided extremely useful contacts, advice and various ideas for connecting 
with a wider public during this time and we are pleased she wishes to join the team.

I have been Chair now for a year, taking over from John Parry while he concentrated on the final months 
of the building project, and so that as a non-Trustee he could officially apply for any Director post we might 
manage to fund. 

I’ve been the Membership Secretary, editor of the newsletter, and thoroughly enjoyed being a self-appointed 
‘chief cook and bottle washer’ at our public events...since 1991 in fact!  I intend to stand down in June as 
Chair, but continue these existing duties.  The Trustees will elect a new Chairperson at their meeting on June 
14th.

The list of Trustees for 2011-12  is: 
Jenifer Barton, Roger Beasley, Andy Bradley, Jean Cash, Tessa George, Jon Gunson, Christine Ient,  Alison 
Lawfield, Co. Sec. Neil Merchant, Ruth O’Keeffe, David Sykes, and Pat Rigg.

The Trustees meet once a month as a Management Committee, and are joined by Dan Ross, LDC Ranger, 
with Cllrs Susan Murray, and David Gray representing the Town Council, and of course John Parry who is 
currently directing the Railway Land Project in a voluntary capacity. 

Bird Surveys:

On a bright but very cold early morning  in late April three of us set out to record the sight and sound of 
breeding birds on our Railway Land Nature Reserve. In view of the weather we had recently been enjoying, 
I had not expected my fingers to go numb as I wrote down our findings! However the birds were going about 
their usual lives undeterred. It can be much harder to check them out  in windy weather as witnessed by 
the recent bird walk. For  surveys at this time of year it is essential to have at least one person who knows 
birdsong well, as once the leaves are on the trees we do more by hearing than by sight.  The RWLT team of  
birders has members with various levels of knowledge and I personally have learnt to recognize many more 

Alison Lawfield Company 
Secretary



bird songs and calls through working with others.

Our star recognition of that morning – an easy one - was a cuckoo 
which we heard flying over the Heart of Reeds while we were in the 
wood. If anyone hears a cuckoo again on the Reserve I would love 
to hear from them.  We heard, and saw, blackcaps, whitethroat and 
chiffchaff, all warblers which  migrate here in summer. However we 
did not hear any reed warblers although they have been heard this 
spring. Could they, we wondered, been keeping quiet due to the 
presence of the cuckoo which might use their nests to lay its eggs? 
Or is that too human an explanation?  I am particularly pleased to hear the reed warblers on the Heart of 
Reeds because a few years ago when it was being constructed I worked with John Parry with a group of 
children from Wallands School. John told them about the reed warbler and how we hoped our  new reed beds 
might attract them to nest when they arrived from Africa . And how right he was!

The other  job of  that morning was checking on our nest boxes a number of which are occupied, mostly by 
bluetits.  I noticed on the Easter Spring Watch Special that Kate Humble’s nestboxes were all used by bluetits 
so we are in good company.

Our team continues to monitor our bird life regularly so if you would like to join us please get in touch.

Leonie Mercer
leonie.m@tiscali.co.uk

Gunson’s Observations:

Royal Sovereign was first to break the line at Trafalgar - not normally a fast sailer, but recently re-coppered, 
and she ran ahead of the rest of Lord Collingwood’s fleet. For twenty minutes or so she soaked up the 

fire from Santa Ana, Fougueux, Indomptable, San Leandro and San Justo. On 
her quarterdeck, the Admiral himself walked up and down, eating an apple and 
complimenting his gunners on their skill.

When allowed shore leave (which was not often, alas) Collingwood was a great 
planter of trees. He would fill his pockets with acorns, and, whenever he walked 
around his estate at Morpeth,  would press them into the soil. The idea, of course, 
was that his beloved Royal Navy should never run out of the great oaks which were 
needed to build her battleships and frigates. 3,000 of them went into a 74, a  mere 
Third Rate. By the time Collingwood’s oaks had matured, however, the seas were 
commanded by steam-driven ironclads.

I think of this when planting trees, and we have 
done a lot of that, recently. It takes a lot of planning. You want the right 
species in the right location, and you want something that should be here, 
and isn’t. At the moment we are concentrating on berries and evergreens: 
winter food, and shelter, for the birds. One must also take account of 
the four main threats to young trees on a reserve, which are windrock, 
drought, rabbits, and vandalism. But think, though, how long these trees 
might last! One of Collingwood’s oaks, or a crack willow, should be good 
for  800 years. (If pollarded). A yew tree, perhaps twice that. I have a nasty 
suspicion that these trees might  actually outlive me, and who will look after 
them then? There are still people who would like to see the Railway Land 
as a carpark, or a housing estate, and we are only a few metres above sea 
level. But there you go: horticulture teaches patience, and reconnects you 
to the seasons. Arboriculture teaches humility, and gives one a sense of the 
passing centuries. And when the Washer at the Ford sings for you, it may be some comfort to know that you 
have paid a little of your debt to the past, and perhaps left something in trust for the future.    
Jon Gunson



Firewalking for beginners!:

For those who missed the AGM, here is a taste of the firewalk event, in which 
teams of supporters of the Railway Land Project dressed up and overcame 
their fear of fire to make this our most productive fund raising event. 

We learned a lot as a team 
of organisers. Dan Ross and 
John Parry gave us invaluable 

help in  the planning stages - ensuring that health and safety regulations were 
not oppressive obstacles but were appropriately met.

We made the Just Giving online system of 
fundraising work well for our walkers; and 
maximised our Gift Aid potential from the written 
sponsorship forms. 

We have run our first lottery raffle, (raising just over £1000) 
and are licensed for using this method of fund raising again.  

Another time we would make the undercroft more welcoming by using our more subtle lighting and grouping 
the seating so the bar becomes a gathering place at the end of the event. 

Led by the inspirational Jean Cash 
- Chris Ient, Neil Merchant and I had 
great fun whilst working very hard on 
the organisation for the evening, and the 
response to our plea for marshalls and 
helpers was very gratifying. 

Thus the evening went with a swing, and 
raised spirits as well as vital funds. 

Above: The St Nic’s Angels pray for guidance, Dan 
Ross teeters as the Lone Ranger, the four Pantos chill 
out and the Smoking Guns prepare for the off!, 

Bettina Smith sold vast numbers of raffle 
tickets before the event and the Archer 
family led the sales team on the night.



Thank you to all who plotted and planned, dressed 
up and walked, sponsored friends, sold raffle 
tickets and bought them. The prizes were drawn 
at the AGM, and went to the following winners:
Nina Murden, Nick Pennock, Tamara Sachs, 
Ashley Tagna, Robert Cash, Wenda Bradley, 
Jane Varley, Lawrence Buckingham, P Tilley and 
Beryl Bradley. 

Pat Rigg

Special thanks to Steve Green and the Ringmer 
School pupils Hugo Bowman, James McQuarie, 
Chris Norman, Jack Chambers and John Sawney 
for accompanying the walkers with percussion,  see 
above:

and right: Mark from Survivorbility for providing the 
firewalking experience.



‘Firewalk with me’ I said 

19.30 Saturday 2nd April, Mettyear Room, 
Linklater Pavilion: the Firewalk Training was 
about to start. 

I looked around the room. Groups of people, 
most in fancy dress chatted almost casually, but 
there was tension in the air. Mark the fire master’s 
jokey attempts to relax us were met with nervous 
laughter. John Parry’s party trick of providing 
video linked pictures of the fire being stoked and 
prepared for us below unsettled some. We could 
see the orange flames leaping into the darkening 
scene beneath us; the screw had turned just a 
little more. Silly dancing, and watching volunteers 
breaking arrows and bending metal bars on their 
throats had added to my growing sense of inner 
panic as I led 54 brave souls down the spiral 
staircase to face the fire. What had I got these 
people into? It had seemed such a good idea last 
November! No going back now!

 I look kinda spaced out in my photographs – let 
me explain- it was not that I had been hypnotised 
by the firemaster during the training session, in 
fact no sleight of foot at all, I was just following 
his instructions to the letter,” Walk briskly, don’t 
look down at the fire, focus on a point beyond 
the burning pathway and think about something 
really nice “ 
(No I’m not sharing this thought with you!)  Off 
I set, after shouting out the required mantra,” I’m Jean Cash and I can walk on 
fire!”

My first two steps were fine, but suddenly the heat started to get through. Yes 
it was really hot, in fact over 400 degrees C. Mark had said. Keep calm. Two 
more steps and I could feel the relief of damp turf under my feet. I had done it! 
Immediate feelings of exhilaration and relief. I turned and looked back at the 54 
tense faces of those waiting their turn behind me. But one after the other, all of 
them followed in my footsteps: a motley crew of cowboys, angels, warriors and 
dragons .And finally bringing up the rear strode John Parry flourishing the Welsh 
Dragon flag triumphantly over his head
.
Together we had conquered our fears and had achieved something really special.
We regrouped in the Mettyear room, now abuzz with excitement, The atmosphere was electric. The realisation 
of our fundraising triumph  came more gradually and added to our exhilaration .We had achieved double our 
fundraising target of £6000. What a night!
I owe a debt of gratitude to all those who took up my idea and made it such a success. Thank you to all the 
brave firewalkers who trusted me, walked with me and raised so much money and their generous sponsors; 
and the volunteers who supported the event on the night: the raffle ticket selling star Bettina Smith and finally 
the fantastic Firewalk Committee of Pat Rigg, Chris Ient and Neil Marchent whose enthusiasm, talents  and 
infinite good humour made  the hard task of organising the firewalk enormous fun .

Jean Cash

A very special thank you to 
Clive Hale, headmaster of 
Polegate Primary School. 
He appealed to the parents 
to support the railway land 
project and sponsor him 
- a last selfless act before 
retirement this summer! 
Here he is as St George, 
walking in John Parry’s 
Angels and Dragons team. 
What a star!



Ranger Dan Ross’s Report to the Management Committee - May 2011

The Green Flag judges will have been on site on the 18th May as Dan applies for our third award. They 
judge on maintenance, management plans and achievements, and on the comments made by users of the 
Reserve. This year Dan has been surveying reptiles on several of his Reserves, and on the Railway Land he 
has used 22 mats. Adders haven’t been seen - they prefer the downland, but there are lots of grass snakes 
and some slow worms. He is very pleased that the Leaside Pond is home to toads, common frogs, palmate 
and smooth newts. The noisy marsh frogs abound in the meadowland ditches and Heart of Reeds. 

Many families enjoy bringing nets to pond dip on the Reserve. Unfortunately they don’t always realise the 
importance of not taking wet nets from one site to another. You will have noticed we have a bad outbreak of 
the red azolla water fern in the ditches. So far it hasn’t colonised the 
Heart of Reeds or the Leaside Pond. If children move from site to site 
using the same net, this invasive and unwanted visitor will spread 
everywhere. It has a biennial cycle, and the harm it does is to ruin  
the water quality by keeping the light and oxygen from the ditches. 
In the past we have just left it, but we probably need to consider 
treatment, and Dan is looking into using biological controls that are 
now recommended. 

Nets should always be dry when introduced to water to avoid spreading 
unwanted invasive flora and fauna!

The newly planted native tree and shrub whips have taken very well 
despite the lack of rain throughout April. Dan reminds us that we 
shouldn’t worry about watering these plantings, they have been 
sourced well, they have well developed root systems and if there 
are a few failures that is not a problem. 

On the subject of invasive species, Dan has been delighted to 
have japanese knotweed outbreaks reported to him. He has been 
attacking this problem since he started work 10 years ago, and 
although it will never be completely eradicated, it is far less of a 
problem that when he arrived. He is in contact with the Non Native 

Species Secretariat, part of DEFRA who 
advise on the monitoring, reporting and 
treatment of invasive specfies. See below* 
for their contact website 

Now that the grazing cattle are back on 
the meadows for the summer, walkers are 
reminded to stick to the permissive paths, 
namely the riverside path from the entrance, 
only crossing the water meadows using our 
two bridges on Chilly Brook. This protects 
the rest of the meadows from our feet, and 
satisfies the other owners who have not 
given permission for open access to their 
fields.

The Committee were, as usual, very pleased with all Dan and Thyone’s work on the Reserve. We do want 
to flag up with East Sussex County Council Highways Dept. the need for better signage in Railway Lane, 
particularly to make drivers aware of the cul de sac at the entrance. Residents report that many vehicles just 
drive up to the gate, turn and drive off, a noisy and intrusive nuisance. No doubt they are following their ‘sat-
nav’ rather than using their eyes! 
     *   https:secure.fera.defra.gov.uk./nonnativespecies/home/index.cfm

Keep your eyes peeled for our grass 
snakes  and common toads



Into a new era - and Trust is the key

Quite rightly, this newsletter contains much about the very successful 
firewalk in which 57 of us had to trust the organisers that they knew 
what they were doing while we had to trust ourselves not to bottle. In 
fact, trust is arguably one of our most precious and necessary assets 
-  your trust in us, our trust in your support, the trust that is necessary 
between trustees when times are challenging.  It’s quickly lost and it is 
all too easily smothered.  Take one example – the photos in my piece, 
all taken by Alec Bennison, show the Linklater empty, devoid of children 
just after they had left their exhibition.  Why?  The reason is the loss of 
trust that somehow a photo could be misused.  So we have a series of 
empty rooms but let me paint the picture for you….

Bang on time at 0900, they snaked their way through the JMB entrance 
and to the steps with knapsacks and distinctive colours that separated 
the French from the English - although they walked in pairs. Teacher 
Cathryn Aldridge beamed a smile of success as they came up the 
stairs and into the Linklater, divided into a series of rooms thanks to 
the magnificent sponsorship of the folding doors. They walked through 
to the second room where 
they carefully stored their 
bags and then on round 
the building past Michael 
Blencowe working in the 
Sussex Wildlife Trust room 
and round to the river 
room and back  round into 
Reception through which 
they had first entered.   A 
left hand turn took them into 
the central area where their 
eyes were greeted by the 
vibrant colours of the Pells 
pupils’ exhibition about 
water. It was magic – a sort 
of pied-piper-friendly walls-
of-Jericho type moment 
as they wowed and oohed 
at their paintings having 
walked round the outside of them.

They sat down.  I formally welcomed 
them and then the 23 year dream 
came true.  I set out a series of options 
and activities for them in the rooms for 
them to explore.  In one room there 
was a large jigsaw of the various 
Railway Land habitats made by Alec 
Bennison as well as cartoons on how 
to behave when pond dipping; some of 
the paintings and mobiles glittered in 
the sunlight streaming into the central 
exhibition area – an exhibition in 
which the children had taken the very 
interesting line that a river had a RIGHT 
to be clean; and then there was another 
room with neither chairs nor tables but 



an entire wall on which 
they children could 
write their responses 
to the exhibition – one 
side in French and 
the other side in the 
English – containing  
lots of comments of 
how PROUD they felt; 
and then finally the 
large room facing the 
river whose rights they 
had championed and 
in which we had placed 
material on our work in 
France with the adults 
with learning disabilities 
as well as the interactive 
white board and the 
website for them to 
explore.  It did not take 
long for them to find the Nature Corridors 
video and I am told that they insisted on 
seeing all of it – there was hardly a dry 
eye in the house.

The other half explored Heart of Reeds 
and the signal box and at eleven we 
changed over groups. Those now in 
the Linklater were joined by the Nature 
Corridors for All team.   It worked a dream 
- chatting and taking part in the activities 
and seeing what the Nature Corridors 
group had been doing.  I swear the 
entire building sighed when the children 
left – a glow of bubbling youth and hope 
and a job well done.  The massive public 
trust – your trust -  had paid off.  The 
Linklater truly works in so many ways and now our task is to infuse it with knowledge, research, wisdom and 
trust that we are reaching out as well as being receptive to ideas and views about our environmental future.

Footnote from two of my fire walking team

Mas Bosi had tried to gain corporate sponsorship but his Regional Corporate Responsibility Manager drew 
his attention to Deloitte’s ‘fire insurance & risk guidelines for community investment events’, which states:  
Some activities are prohibited due to their inherent danger or risk including:
• Piloting any aircraft
• Firewalking
• Knife Throwing
• Karate Wood Chopping.

On the same day, I got a note from Richard and Alison Jolly who sent an article dated 21st April 2011 from 
Nature, Volume 472.  It’s about an Indian PhD student whose last act before gaining his doctorate is to show 
belief in the science of the thermodynamics he had been studying by walking on fire in front of a crowd.  It was 
a final test of his belief in science and its ability to reveal the facts.  ‘After a moment’s hesitation, he crossed 
the coals to collapse at last smiling and unhurt, into the arms of the crowd.’  We know how he feels!

John Parry
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STOP PRESS!

This free public event kicks 
off at 2.00p.m.with activities 
for all the family, honey 
tastings and bee-related 
activities for all ages.  

There will also be an 
opportunity for adults to 
taste the special Bee beer 
which Harveys are brewing 
as sponsors of the specialist 
bee equipment which will 
include a giant screen for 
observing the bees in close-
up. 

In addition:

there will be short 
presentations about the 
honey bee every hour 
starting at 2.15, & the 
chance to view the bees 
& chat with Professor 
Ratnieks & his team.

Three guided walks:
a bird walk at 2.00; 
a Heart of Reeds walk led 
by its creator Chris Drury 
at 3.00,
a general walk on the 
history of the site at 4.30.

Bee the Buzz - Free 
Entry - Pass it on....

     BEE THE BUZZ

Saturday 11th June, 2.00 - 6.00p.m.
Linklater Pavilion, Railway Land Nature Reserve, Lewes

Bee the Buzz - FREE ENTRY - Pass it on…

See the new permanent observation hive in the Linklater.
Watch the bees close up!

Professor Francis Ratnieks and his research team from LASI, the Laboratory of 
Apiculture & Social Insects at the University of Sussex will be presenting the life 
of the honey bee.

For all the Family  -  honey tastings and bee related activities

Come and taste the special Bee beer Harveys are brewing for the occasion.
Take a guided walk on the Nature Reserve during the afternoon.

Join us and be part of the BUZZ!
This event is organised by the Railway Land Wildlife Trust 

Registered Charity No. 800655
www.railwaylandproject.org

 


