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Editorial: 

This springtime newsletter is appropriately full of growth and new shoots! An introduction to new 
personnel and ventures for the RLWT. 

The regular Sunday Linklater openings from 2 - 5 pm start on April 26th with ‘Life’s a Ditch!’ 
a free community event for all ages. This Sunday season features weekly free walks and talks. We 
hope you will make a note of ones that interest you and bring friends and family along to make the 
most of your visits to the Railway Land.  

The papers for the AGM contain a detailed Annual Report of the Trust’s work in our 25th year, as 
well as the audited accounts. We hope you will be able to attend the meeting on Friday May 15th 
where the Director, Dr John Parry, will present a new way of thinking about green spaces as well as 
outlining our work in Madagascar. This will be a taster of a bigger talk on Madagascar in the Autumn.

Springtime is also when membership needs to be renewed. I have attached both the annual 
renewal form and a standing order mandate form at the end of this newsletter. We can’t stress 
enough how important your regular subscriptions and donations are and how valuable Gift Aid is to 
the Trust. Those of you who have taken out Life Membership, or have already completed Standing 
Order forms for your banks, need do nothing.

This year’s series of fundraising events called ‘4@theLinklater’ was rounded off brilliantly by composer 
Lou Glandfield, in February, and pastel artist Tom Walker, in March. Both men are raconteurs, witty 
and thoughtfully provocative. Together they raised £940.50 for the Trust. It was a joy to greet so 
many new visitors as well as our usual members.

From 4th - 19th July (10-6pm except Thursdays)  ‘Ecology into Art’ an exhibition of paintings 
by Lil Tudor-Craig will be held at the Linklater.  This is Lil’s second exhibition at the Linklater,  and 
she will be present every day. For a preview of her work visit www.tudor-craig.co.uk

Make the most of our Local Nature Reserve 
and have as much fun as the Nature Corridors 
for All group, who also feature on pg 9.  
          Pat Rigg

Today we are halfway through our Forest 
School, working with Talking Trees. We are 
making some hurdles to protect a new wild 
flower area and also a living willow seat. 
Lisa and Dom have taught us some new skills 
including using a tenon tool, a stock knife, a 
floe (splitting tool) and a new strong way of 
weaving called pairing! 
It’s been cold and wet but today we had 
sunshine. We are really enjoying this!

Registered Address: Linklater Pavilion, Railway Lane, Lewes BN7 2FG
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Director’s Report: April 2015
Spring has arrived and with it an interesting, broad mix of people who are joining us on both a paid 
and a volunteer basis.  In addition to our new trustees on page 10, we are taking on two part-time paid 
members of staff who I know will make a huge difference to the project.  They start in May.

Helen Mead, our new project and volunteer co-ordinator,  has been involved in 
the voluntary sector for many years, both as her ‘day job’ and as a volunteer. 
Voluntary action has enabled her to set up some of the projects she has been most 
passionate about - building community gardens, starting a community supported 
agriculture scheme and taking part in conservation work. Since moving back 
to the sunny South from the windswept Pennines 4 years ago she has worked 
as a community development officer for 3VA, which is the Council for Voluntary 

Services in Lewes, Eastbourne and Wealden. She also teaches an environmental studies module for 
the Open University.

Said Helen, ’I am absolutely chuffed to bits to be starting work at the Railway Land and can’t wait to get 
stuck in!’

Annelise Brilli is our new support worker for the adults with learning disabilities.  
Having won a National Trust apprenticeship, Annelise  left her office job at 
a housing association and began training as a horticulturist at Powis Castle 
Garden in 2003. She subsequently became interested in food growing and 
community gardening, eventually becoming the Garden Coordinator for Erlas 
Victorian Walled Garden, a kitchen garden project delivering work opportunities 
to adults with learning disabilities.  She has continued to deliver therapeutic 

activities to learning disabled adults, primarily in horticulture but also woodworking, nature conservation, 
arts and cookery.  
Said Annelise, ‘I am very pleased to join the Railway Land Project and to enable adults with learning 
disabilities make a positive contribution to this dynamic Local Nature Reserve’.  

Annelise will support the Director but will also work alongside Sally Christopher,  
a freelance member of the team who has been working with the Nature Corridors 
for All adults with learning disabilities for the last two years.  Sally is leading on 
the John Muir Award initiative and brings a wealth of experience and artistic skills 
to the project.  Exciting seasonal work has already started at Sheffield Park in 
collaboration with the National Trust and a musical and artistic interpretation of 
sea level rise and cliff erosion will begin at Birling Gap in May.

A taster exhibition of work by the Nature Corridors team will be held at the Linklater during Artwave 2015 
with a view to holding a fuller exhibition at the Towner in September 2016.
Said Sally, ‘I have always found working with the Nature Corridors team so inspiring, and I’m really 
excited about our current project work and its creative potential.’

As we say welcome to Helen, Annelise and Sally,  it is only right to say a big thank you to Geoff Bush 
and Pat Rigg who between them organised the Sunday volunteering rota as well as exhibition sitting 
rotas and photo competitions.  I would also like to record my thanks to Alison Brewer, our retiring 
company secretary, who did such a wonderful job for us on finances and statutory regulations – these 
are irksome jobs and we wish Alison well in her very busy life as Company Director.  While talking of 
finance, I would also like to record our thanks to John Magness who recently retired as Lewes District 
Council Finance Director but who was so supportive to us in the early planning days not only by offering 
space for meetings but encouraging us to keep going when the prospect seemed pretty daunting.  I wish 
John a very happy and well deserved retirement.
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While on finances, this is the moment to welcome Nicholas Derbyshire who is our new paid book 
keeper who will make a huge difference once he has mastered all the ins and outs of the Trust!  It may 
seem that we are in danger of becoming top heavy in bureaucracy but these are essential appointments 
now that we are starting to expand our activities.

This brings me to our latest venture – Railway Land Live! supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund.  We 
will be running 26 day sessions with schools in the Spring and Summer and streaming live images from 
the ponds and ditches on the web.  This has been quite an undertaking but we have a very strong team 
who will be working with us over the two year project.www.railwaylandlive.org

Stephen Savage has been engaged in environmental education for almost 30 years 
in Sussex regarding marine, freshwater and terrestrial habitats. As head aquarist at 
the Brighton Aquarium he was responsible for the tropical and local aquarium live 
displays. Stephen later set up an education programme at the aquarium including 
formal education sessions and materials for visiting schools, teacher training and 
informal education for general visitors.  
Stephen has published 44 children’s wildlife books and various articles for journals 
and magazines and runs projects that combine science and literacy.  He is a good 
friend of the Railway Land Project and has already taken part in and led several 
activities on site.  We are delighted that he is able to bring his considerable expertise 

to Railway Land Live!

Tim Hall has been working in Information communication technology (ICT) and 
education for just over 12 years, and in recent times has spearheaded two very 
successful nature-webcam based projects involving schools and organisations across 
the south-east.   As the ICT lead on Railway Land Live!, Tim is currently overseeing 
the installation of the webcam system on the Railway Land Nature Reserve which will 
provide fantastic live streams from the ponds across the reserve, to be watched in the 
Linklater and online. 
You may have seen him shovel in hand on numerous occasions these past couple of 

months! With the camera system in place, Tim will be overseeing the Railway Land Live! website for the 
duration of the project whilst providing ICT support for the rest of the project team.

Prior to co-founding the South East Learning Associates, Phil Bracegirdle 
worked for six years as an ICT Consultant for Kent County Council and was 
a NAACE ICT Mark Assessor. Before that he was a Deputy Headteacher and 
worked for fifteen years in Hampshire schools.
A passionate believer in using technology to enhance learning, Phil has, since 
joining the Associates, been responsible for managing the Alderney Wildlife Trust 
Living Islands Live project and more recently the Kent & Sussex Schools’ Bird 
Box project that launched in March 2015.

Paul Webster lives near Lewes with his wife and three children and delights in 
sharing his place on earth with the beetles, bugs, animals, birds, plants & trees of 
the South Downs.
Working with groups of all ages, Paul has a particular interest in giving young people 
the opportunity to enjoy the countryside in a way that is becoming increasingly alien 
to many of them but which was familiar to most only a generation ago.
Having been taught a wide range of countryside skills through BTCV, Paul then 
trained and taught at Plumpton College for a time specialising in Countryside Craft 
Skills & Estate Management. He has also been fortunate enough to work alongside 
some truly gifted bushcraft instructors and experimental archaeologists. He delights 

in passing on his knowledge to those around him that they might better understand and appreciate our 
natural environment.
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By increasing our awareness of the nature around us he hopes not only to develop the senses but also 
to develop an understanding of where we belong in Nature.

Lynette Merrick is an Ecologist and wildlife illustrator, previously Advisory Teacher for Environmental 
Education with Hertfordshire. 
Following an MSc at University College London, she set up The Ecology & 
Conservation Centre near Saffron Walden, providing Field Studies for local 
schools, before moving back to her home ground of Sussex.  Gatekeeper 
Educational was created, aimed at providing schools with attractive, scientifically 
accurate, resources for the easy identification of common British wildlife. They 
are unique in that they consist of her own, hand painted illustrations, which 
now total around 1,000 individual studies from life. She is still very involved in 

education and provides workshops and Teacher Training days for The Association for Science Education 
and Colleges. 

And for those who perhaps don’t know me, I am including myself here!  With 
a background in TV, teaching, academia (University of Sussex) and teacher 
training followed by the vision to create a community centre to promote 
the study of environmental change in Lewes, John Parry has developed 
innovative approaches to engaging many different ages and groups at the 
Lewes Railway Land Local Nature Reserve for over 25 years.   
He has had direct experience of environmental education policy making 
and has engaged students over many years with his mix of theoretical 

background, conceptual reach and practical experience on the ground.  
As Director of the Railway Land Project,  John masterminded  the development of the Linklater Pavilion 
-  a purpose built, award-winning, hexagonal building that now serves as an environmental community 
hub from which the latest Railway Land Live! project will be run.

Finally a big thank you to Pat Rigg who took on the fund-raising events from me last year which raised 
£1,340 and hello to David Ollosson who has very kindly offered to run another suite of events for the 
Winter 2015 / 2016 season.

This will be quite a year for the Trust and, as always, I can’t emphasise enough the importance of your 
support in words, deeds, subscriptions and donations.  THANK YOU.

Dr John Parry

Ranger Report for April: Dan Fagan
Wildlife Updates
• Bird Boxes
20 bird boxes have been installed across the site. Varying nest-hole sizes should help to increase 
diversity.
• Black Poplar Planting
8 black poplars have been planted across the site. The trees were provided by Kew Gardens Wakehurst 
Place as part of the Sussex Wildlife Trust wetlands project. 30 have been planted in total aon the 
Reserve.
Maintenance
• Foot path repair
• Post and rail fencing on the viewing mound has been fixed and replaced
• Tree safety audit
• First vegetation cuts will take place at the end of April
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Meadow Minders
The Meadow Minders have been working hard carrying out general maintenance such as fixing steps 
and removing sycamore saplings from the wet woodland. We could really do with more volunteers. 
We meet at 1.30 at the main gate on the first Sunday of every month. Please use the contact details 
for me, Dan Fagan, on pg 10 if you require further information, but feel free just to turn up on May 3rd.

Management Policy
Following the People, Dogs and Wildlife meeting on the 4th February it was supported by a majority of 
attendees to enforce a ‘No Dog Dogs in Water’ policy to help protect our most vulnerable habitats (wet 
woodland, ponds, Heart of Reeds and ditches). Posters enforcing this policy have been designed and 
will be placed near sensitive areas.

Bird Report: Leonie Mercer
In the last newsletter we described the Cetti’s warbler which had been heard 
for the first time on one of our surveys. I am pleased to report that we are 
still hearing one singing so the question is “Will it find a mate?”. They are 
heard all down the Ouse Valley now so we hope there are some non-singing 
females out there as well.  
            

We have also had a brief visit from a great grey shrike which is a 
scarce winter visitor with only nine identified in Sussex in 2013. The 
“great” in its name is a bit misleading as it is the size of a blackbird.  
We have not recorded one before and it is likely to have used the 
Reserve as a staging post on its way back to mainland Europe. Its 
numbers are in general decline probably due to loss of habitat and 
also increased use of pesticides as insects make up a lot of its diet. It 
is sometimes known as “the butcher bird” due to its habit of impaling 
captured prey on thorns as a sort of larder.

Great grey shrike 
(Lanius excubitor)
www.birdingworld.co.uk

You may have noticed a number of new nest boxes around the woodland. These have been supplied 
by the Ranger and put up by members of the bird group. They will gradually weather and get more 
camouflaged as trees get their leaves. As far as we know they are mainly used by blue tits and great tits 
but if you  see anything different using them, do let me know.

We are now looking out for the arrival of the summer migrants. Last 
year we had plenty of chiffchaffs in April and by May we had reed 
warblers in the Heart of Reeds and blackcaps in the woodland. Listen 
out and you will hear lots of different bird songs. Also of course there 
should be mallard ducklings around and if you are quiet you may see 
moorhen chicks on the Winterborne.

If you would like to help with the bird survey, we would be very pleased 
to hear from you.  

leonie.m@tiscali.co.uk

Reed warbler 
(Acrocephalus scirpaceus)
www.britannica.com

 Cetti’s warbler 
(Cettia cetti)
www.bobperryonline.co.uk



Sunday afternoons will never be the same! 
Join us for weekly walks & presentations. Bring 

family & friends..it all starts on Sunday 26th April.
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Dates for your Diary
Sunday Afternoon Events 2015

26.4.15 ‘Life’s a Ditch’
Community Event

2-5

3.5.15 Opening of the Season 2-5
10.5.15 Pollinator Talk

Joanne Carnell
3-4

17.5.15 Bird Walk
Paul Harley

3-4

24.5.15 Bird Walk
Paul Harley

3-4

31.5.15 Wheelchair Walk
John Parry

3-4

7.6.15 Ranger Walk
Dan Fagan

3-4

14.6.15 Flora Walk
Flora Survey team

3-4

21.6.15 Poetry
Patrick Bond

3-4

28.6.15 Flora Walk
Flora Survey team

3-4

5.7.15 Railway Land Live! 
Biosphere Festival

2-5
(detailed timings page 8)

12.7.15 all day Exhibition plus 
Walk and Talk 
Artist Lil Tudor-Craig

3-4

19.7.15 Final day of Exhibition
Mason Bees Talk
Paul Webster

3-4

26.7.15 Railway Land Live!
Steve Savage

3-4

2.8.15 Monoprinting 
Sally Christopher

3-4

9.8.15 Bumblebee Conservation Trust 
Beewalk

3-4

16.8.15 Railway Land Live!
Steve Savage

3-4

Each Sunday from April 26th - September 27th the Linklater will be open to the 
public from 2-5pm. The remainder of the programme will be printed in our next newsletter. 

If you would like to help, join our team and become a volunteer,  please contact us on 
info@railwaylandproject.org

or leave a message on 01273-487798
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Railway Land 
Live!    Biosphere 
Festival 2015   

     

Mettyear Room: Exhibition by Lil Tudor-Craig on chalkland wild flowers

Cinema in the River Room
1410 Biosphere introduction and 13 minute film 
1430 Tom Crossett and the Winterbourne stream story
1445 Railway Land Live! webcams 
1500 Launch of Professor Rory Mortimore geology videos
1530 Biosphere 8 minute water cycle animation film 
1545 Railway Land Live! webcams
1600 The Nature Corridors for All project video
1620 Biosphere 5 minute local marine film 
1630 Ouse valley sea level rise plus Railway Land Live! webcams 

Linklater Undercroft 
• Priory School hands-on exhibition of Minecraft project 
• Tom Crossett’s working aquifer model
• Rory Mortimore’s rock and fossils display
• Railway Land Live! display by schools
• The Linkater RATS youth group (Raising Awareness of Tides and Sea levels)

Outside
South Downs National Park Authority vehicle + badge making & giant jigsaws
1430 1st Puppet show 
1415 1st Music gig by The Aftershave 
1500 Steve Savage and Railway Land Live! walk 
1545 2nd Music gig by The Aftershave
1600 2nd Puppet show 
Chandlers Building Supplies
Sussex Wildlife Trust 
The Egrets way and the Ouse Valley Cycle Network
The Ranger and wildlife children’s stall
Brighton and Lewes Downs Biosphere stand 
Conservation Foundation 



Nature Corridors for All on Facebook

As part of their outreach work, the Nature Corridors for All (NC4All) group, regularly post updates 
on Facebook about their work on the Railway Land Reserve, at Birling Gap, and at Sheffield Park. 
To search for them, go to: People Search | Facebook https://www.facebook.com/people-search.php.
Here are some recent posts:
26th March: Today, we did the Forest School books for the John Muir Award.
We wrote about making hurdles with Dominic and Lisa from Talking Trees and stuck pictures of our 
three week forest school into our books.
These books will show people what we have done and will be evidence of our work that will lead to 
a John Muir Award.. Holly, Robert, Paul, Katie. Josie, Stuart, Jackie.

17th February: Later this year we are going to show and sell some of our floral hexagons printed on 
to mugs and coasters.
We worked on patterns and visited Jeff White at Able and Willing who will do the printing.
We are excited about this because it will contribute money towards the project....

Today, 20th January, we braved the elements at Birling 
Gap to do our fixed point photos.
It was wet and muddy and cold. It was also sleeting and 
slippery.... David.
Some of us slipped over. We got the job done though!...
Katie.
One of the photos shows where we take the photo from 
up on the cliff....Gary.
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Finally! Welcome to our three new Trustees

Ruth Thomas
Like most children, I remember always loving nature. But I also remember 
being worried about the impact on the environment that we were having 
– perhaps down to growing up in the 80s when concern about pollution, 
and the hole in the ozone layer was escalating. I am lucky that since then, 
my work has enabled me to better understand the problems and possible 
solutions to the underlying challenge – how do we raise the quality of life 
for a growing population in a resource constrained world? How do we meet 
the needs of people, with the need to protect the environment and the many 
benefits it gives us? As a nature reserve in the heart of a vibrant community, 
the Railway Land project will make a valuable contribution to answering 
that question. The lessons learned and shared about how to successfully 
balance community and conservation priorities will, I hope, give us cause 
to feel encouraged about tackling the unprecedented set of sustainability 
challenges ahead. 
 
Sam Smith
I am really happy and excited to have become a trustee, the Railway Land 
is a beautiful part of Lewes and it is a real privilege to be part of the team 
overseeing its management.  I am a parent of a young family and love the 
way the Railway Land Wildlife Trust has involved such a wide range of people 
in understanding and enjoying nature through its innovative projects and 
approach. I am an experienced senior manager working in local government 
and hope to use my experience to secure the Railway Land for generations 
to come.

Liz Penrose
I am very pleased to take on a trustee role for the Railway Land.  As a family 
we love visiting the Railway Land which is a fantastic resource in the centre 
of Lewes.  I work for the UK Government’s Department for International 
Development (DFID) which works mainly in Africa and Asia on poverty 
reduction.  I have previously lived and worked in Mozambique, Zimbabwe 
and Bangladesh.  I’ve worked on a variety of policy and programmatic 
issues including water and sanitation, transport, private sector development 
and land rights.  I have worked closely with a number of NGOs including 
WaterAid, WWF (World Wildlife Fund) and BRAC (Bangladesh Rural 
Advancement Committee).  I look forward to working with the other trustees 
to ensure the long term sustainability of the Railway Land Project.   

For access to past newsletters or to see this printed 
version in full colour go to:

www.railwaylandproject.org 
& click ‘newsletters’ in the left hand column

to contact the Railway Land Wildlife Trust and Dr 
John Parry, Director

email:  info@railwaylandproject.org

to contact Lewes District Council Ranger Daniel 
Fagan 01273-484408

email: daniel.fagan@lewes.gov.uk

Editor: Pat Rigg
contact:info@railwaylandproject.org

tel: 01273-487798
(answerphone only)

photos ©RLWT unless attributed

Newsletter published by:
 Railway Land Wildlife Trust 

Charity No 800655
www.railwaylandproject.org

printed by Elephant Print, Barcombe
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We thank all our members who have already paid their subscription by 
Standing Order. 

If you haven’t done so already, please fill in the form below. Overleaf is our annual rmembership 
renewal form, which you may prefer to use.
If you aren’t sure whether you have paid for 2015 please email Pat Rigg using details on page 10.  

	  

New Standing Order and Gift Aid Instruction 

Please complete the mandate form below and send to your bank:  please send a copy to:  
Membership Secretary RLWT, c/o 9  Barn Stables De Montfort Rd, Lewes BN7 1ST or email a copy 

to info@railwaylandproject.org so we can claim gift aid if eligible. 
 
To:                                      Bank  

Please set up the following Standing Order and debit my /our account accordingly. 

1. Account details 

Account name:     Account number 

 

Address of bank:    Sort code 

 

2. Payee Details 

Name of organisation you are paying:  RAILWAY LAND WILDLIFE TRUST 

Sort code:     60 – 13 – 09 

Account number:    41513096 

Payment reference – Your name (please print clearly):  

 

3. About the payment 

How often the payments are to be made:     Yearly   Amount details – minimum £10:  

Date of first payment: 
(Please allow at least15 working days for bank to process your application) 
 

Choose one of the following two options: 

1. Until further notice (payments will be made until you cancel this instruction) 

2. Date of final payment  

 

4. Confirmation 

Customer signature(s): 

Date:  

 

GIFT AID: If you are a UK taxpayer (Income or Capital gains) and you permit the Railway Land Wildlife Trust to 
reclaim the tax you have paid as Gift Aid, please sign the following statement: 
“I would like this and all my payments to The Railway Land Wildlife Trust until further notice to be Gift 
Aided”  

 
SIGNED:         DATE: 
 

Email and /or telephone number: 

Please inform the RLWT if you cease to be a tax payer. 

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



Annual Membership Renewal 
Forename:.............................................Surname....................................................................

Address:..................................................................................................................................

Town:..................................... Post Code:.....................................

Tel No:............................................email:..............................................................................

I wish to become a member / renew my membership of the Railway Land Wildlife Trust (RLWT) and 
receive quarterly newsletters and make the following payments

Annual membership £10 (minimum per household) £……………………

Donation towards RLWT funds £……………………

 I would like to receive newsletters by email (tick if applicable)
note: receiving newsletters by email frees up £1.20 of your subscription for other RLWT projects and 
services

I understand that the information I have provided above will be retained for membership records only; 
held securely and only processed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998

Gift Aid declaration – please tick ONE of the following
Please treat

 the enclosed gift as a Gift Aid donation OR

 all gifts of money that I make today and in the future as Gift Aid donations OR

 please do NOT claim Gift Aid on this donation

Signed:.......................................... date:...................................

You must pay an amount of Income Tax and/or capital Gains Tax for the year (6 April one year to 5 April 
the next) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that RLWT will reclaim on your gift.
Please notify RLWT in due course if you  
1. Want to cancel this declaration 
2. Change your name or home address or
3. No longer pay sufficient tax on your income or capital gains

Tax claimed by the Charity - the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 you give 
on or after 2008
If you pay Income Tax at the higher rate, you must include all your gift Aid 
donations on your Self assessment tax return if you want to receive the additional 
tax relief due to you

Please return this form to: 
Pat Rigg, 9 Barn Stables, De Montfort Rd, Lewes BN7 1ST
Tel: 01273-487798 


