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Editorial: 
 
As usual, much of the first newsletter of the 
year is given over to paperwork for the Annual 
General Meeting of the RLWT. This will be 
held on Friday 16th March at 7.30pm. Thanks to 
the generosity of the residents we are able to 
hold it in the lounge of Greyfriars Court, and the 
meeting will be preceded by an illustrated 
presentation on the work of the Trust during the 
last year. For those of you who have not 
attended an AGM, the illustrated talk is always 
inspiring and provokes a lively discussion, 
whilst the ‘business’ part of the AGM is 
completed in less than twenty minutes. We aim 
to finish by 8.45pm! This year there will be 
discussion about the Linklater Pavilion planning 
application, work carried out on the Reserve 
during 2006 a showing of our Ouse Valley 
helicopter shots and a performance of ‘Living 
on the Edge’ by Angels with Attitude. 
 
Please remember to bring this newsletter with 
you so that you can take a full part in the AGM. 
 
February 3rd is Seedy Saturday, and a series of 
talks are being held in the Grange. John Parry 
will be talking about the Linklater Pavilion 
plans at 12 noon, and at 2.30 Trevor Watson 
and Matthew Bird of LDC will give a talk on 
'Climate a Changing Landscape', and at 3pm 
Maggie Campbell Culver will speak for an hour 
on 'Passion for trees, the legacy of John Evelyn'  
 
A bird survey is being conducted on the Reserve 
and leaflets encouraging the public to send in 
observations have been printed. An RSPB 
warden will do a transect and this will be 
followed by a nesting survey. Liz Williams 
Daniel Ross are organising this, so do contact 
Dan on 484408 if you would like to take part. 
 
A sponsored walk is being held on Saturday 
June 9th 2007 to raise money for the Linklater 
Pavilion and details of how you can get 
involved will be in our next newsletter. The 
walk will start and end on the Railway Land and 
will be designed to include all ages and abilities. 

It will be possible to do a very short distance, or 
even just join in the mid-way picnic near the 
signal box! We hope it will be a fun day out and 
a chance to meet other supporters of the Trust. 
The event is being organised by a member who 
has recently joined the Trust, Jean Gould. I hope 
you will start thinking of friends who could be 
persuaded to join you for some or all of the way. 
 
The colour spread in the last newsletter proved a 
great hit with members and we will try to repeat 
this in at least one newsletter each year. It costs 
£100  extra to print an A3 colour sheet,  and we 
run the Trust on a very tight budget. We have 
held our subscription fee at £7.50 since 2003, but 
photocopying and postage costs have risen 
considerably. Where possible my posse of 
volunteer deliverers keep costs to the minimum, 
but we have quite a number of members living in 
Ringmer, outlying villages and Brighton. I 
would like to propose at the AGM that we hold 
the basic subscription at £7.50 but that we 
indicate on the application slip that we would 
welcome £10, or £15. We don’t want to exclude 
any member on grounds of cost.  
 
Subscriptions for 2007 are now due and I have 
enclosed a gift aid application slip, which you 
can either return to me as indicated, or keep until 
we meet at the AGM on the 16th March. 
 
Pat Rigg 
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Dates for your Diary 

 
 

3rd February  Seedy Saturday  12 noon 
Southover Grange 

4th February  Minders Conservation 
Working Party 1.30pm  

16th March  RLWT Talk and AGM 
Greyfriars Court 7.30pm 

18th May Fund Raising Auction, 
7.30pm at Southover Grange 

9th June:  Sponsored Walk – starting 
and finishing on the Railway 
Land 

30th June  River Festival – Railway 
Land  

 
 

The Minders’ Winter and Spring 
Work Programme 

 
 
We receive regular requests from new 
members how they or their children 
might help on the Railway Land. 
Regretfully, very young children cannot 
be accommodated on the Minders, 
programme of conservation work, but 
older children accompanied by their 
parents for the session would be very 
welcome.  
 
There are a huge variety of jobs to be 
done – some seasonally specific work 
such as coppicing and planting, but also 
repair work, clearance of scrub, regular 
maintenance of the paths, steps and 
signal box and general litter picking. 
Sessions last for two hours, but whether 
you are strong fit and healthy or just 
prepared to undertake an appropriate 
task for your age and fitness, John 
Gunson and his team could do with some 
willing volunteers on the following dates.  
 
Sunday Feb 4th  
Woodland management. Carrying out 
woodland tasks such as coppicing of 

buddleia, glade maintenance and removal of 
sycamore saplings from specific areas within 
the woods. 
Sunday Mar 4th 
Sunday Apr 1st 
Sunday May 6th 
The actual programme for March – May 
will be found on our website by clicking 
on the Participation link.  
 
We will meet as usual at the main entrance 
to the Railway Land, by the gate with the 
red spot at 1.30pm.  
 

 
RLWT  Railwaylandproject Website  

Goes ‘Live’! 
 

 
By the time you receive this newsletter the 
website developed especially for the RLWT 
and linking all our practical projects with 
details of other Trust activities will be 
accessible. It is a ‘work in progress’ and will 
be a site that is regularly updated and 
developed by different members of the 
committee, the JMB, and the NC4all 
participants.  
 
We see it as a ‘virtual resource centre’ and 
think of it as the precursor of the proposed 
Linklater Pavilion - centre for the study of 
environmental change. 
  
I hope that those of you with access to the 
internet will visit the site: 
  

www.railwaylandproject.org 
 
I will be making all Newsletters available in 
the ‘Knowledge Building’ area of the site, so 
although we are unable to afford colour 
printing - you will be able to view all 
pictures on your computer screens! We are 
very interested in your opinions of the site, 
so please e-mail us at: 
   

info@railwaylandproject.org 
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Chairman’s Corner 
 
 

Like an iceberg, the Newsletter represents 
the tip of what is happening at many levels 
below the water line and once again, it is 
vital to acknowledge the legal and financial 
work of Jane McIntosh, Tessa George, Ian 
Clifton (our auditor) and for Pat Rigg's 
constant push to serve the members as well 
as possible.  We owe them a huge thanks as 
we do to every other member of the team 
working away at the Pavilion application 
and fund-raising. 
 
There will be much to report in the next 
Newsletter but we have now secured the 
£26,000 for a full planning application, 
which will be submitted in February.  Part 
of this is an interest free loan and so any 
donations are still very important and, of 
course, we need to find several thousand 
pounds to actually build the Pavilion!  Any 
help and ideas are always welcome. 
 
The other important news is the 'soft launch' 
of www.railwaylandproject.org   
 
This happened at two Priory School 
assemblies on 22nd January.  A 'soft launch' 
is an informal launch of the website to 
friends and supporters as there is still a lot 
more to do before an official launch (we 
hope by Natasha Kaplinsky) in March or 
April.  However, I do want to thank Peter 
Hislop and Andrew Goodson at OIL 
internet, designer Ornan Rotem and 
assistive technologist EA Draffan for all 
their hard work and professional input into 
the website to date.  They have been a 
fantastic team and very special thanks must 
also go to Gerard Macdonald who has been 
instrumental in bringing various strands of 
the Railway Land Project together. 
 
See you at the AGM.  It is going to be a 
really good one!                           John Parry 

 
 

Planting Hedges on Chilly Brook 
 

 
The recent gales have felled some trees in 
the wood. Dan has cleared the fallen timber 
on main paths, but crack willows are 
designed to snap and regenerate so where 
possible these are left to repair themselves 
and the fallen timber provides shelter and 
habitat for a variety of insects and small 
animals. The Winterbourne springs are 
flowing well and levels are high, so dredging 
will be deferred until the autumn.  
 
St Anne’s School has placed many of their 
15 year old students to work with Dan. The 
Lewes based school - temporarily re-located 
at Tideway School - sadly closes this May 
and we shall miss them very much. 

 
Their most recent recruit, Kerien Ireland, has 
been helping Dan and the participants plant 
Hawthorn and Blackthorn whips to restore 
the hedges on Chilly Brook. Everyone was 
very well kitted out for what Dan described 
as one of the wettest days he had ever 
worked in. 
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An Alternative Route 
 

 

 
 
Have you approached the Railway Land 
from Ham Lane recently?  
 
This was the view on Sunday 14th January. 
This entrance can be accessed through gates 
beside the Athletics Track at the right-
angled bend just past Priory School’s 
playing fields.  
 
In wet weather the path can be waterlogged, 
especially as you approach these gates to 
the tunnel under the railway line, 
 

 
 
but the advantage of this approach is that 
you have an element of surprise, especially 
if you are looking for the heron that hunts 
the brooks by the signal box. 
 

 

 
 
The sign by the gate at the foot of this path 
leading up to the signal box announces the 
most southerly edge of the Reserve. This 
sheltered spot is a favourite with members of 
the tit family and they alert other birds by 
flying ahead of you making alarm calls and 
swooping short flights. 
 

 
 

If you have the time, and remember to do it, 
it is well worth asking for the Signal Box 
key at the pet stores in Stevenson’s 
Warehouse on Railway Lane. You can then 
use the Box as a shelter and bird hide. Don’t 
forget to lock up carefully and return the 
key! 
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On Sunday there was a solitary heron 
fishing in the ditch that lies directly in front 
of the Box.  It flew languidly away across to 
another favourite spot, the ditch near the old 
allotments as I tried in vain to get a close-up 
for this newsletter. 
 

 
 

 
 

There are three benches on the all weather 
path and this one is my favourite as it 
allows you to spend some time scanning the 
cliff face with binoculars. There is always 
activity there and in the skies over Chilly 
Brook.  
 
You have a choice of routes, a riverside 
walk via the two bridges or a stroll along 
the sidings path. 
 
I always explore the ditches first and on 
Sunday there was a pink bloom on one of 
the ditches and dramatic tussocks of sedge 
and bulrushes and reeds. I shall place these 
photos on the website.  

 

I checked out the effects of Dan’s clearance 
of bramble within the scrape and looked at 
the flooded pond dipping platform.  
 

 
 
This has been fenced off and it is a great 
shame that the designers did not take into 
account the potential range of water levels. 
Dan says that the difference has been in the 
order of three feet. We are working together 
on plans to re-design the platform, but 
unfortunately the funding for this will not be 
available until later in the year. Committee 
member David Sykes and Dan Ross the 
Ranger will investigate solutions to the 
problem of having a stable and safe platform 
that can be accessed by wheelchairs.  
 

 
 
A mallard and his mate were taking 
advantage of this peaceful and now quite 
extensive stretch of water.  
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The Heart of Reeds was looking 
magnificent in the golden sunlight and there 
were several pairs of ducks and drakes were 
paddling around in the deep water.  
 

 
 
I didn’t see Jon Gunson’s nine moorhens, 
but I glimpsed a flash of blue as the 
kingfisher flew up the Winterbourne 
towards the sluice.  
 
The water quality is very good at the 
moment, but I wish I could say the same for 
air quality near the main entrance. 
Unfortunately the smell caused by dog 
fouling is quite overpowering. Many dog 
walkers are responsible and clear up after 
their pets, it is the selfish few who cause the 
problems. 
 
Pat Rigg 
 

            
 
  

 
 

 
NOTICE 

 
Annual General Meeting 

Railway Land Wildlife Trust 
 

Friday 16th March  
7.30pm 

Greyfriars Court, Lewes 
 

7.30 – Illustrated Review of the 
Year 

8.15 – AGM 
 
 
AGENDA  
 
1. Apologies 
2.  Approval of last year’s minutes 
3.  Financial report 
4. Election of Officers and 

Members of the Management 
Committee 

a)      Rotation of Committee 
members 

b)  Election of Officers: Chair, 
Treasurer, Company Secretary 

5.    AOB 
 

 
 
Please bring these papers 
with you to the meeting 
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Minutes of last AGM: 

 
 
Minutes of the meeting held on Friday 
10th March 2006 at Greyfriars Court, 
Lewes and followed by the Annual 
General Meeting of the RLWT 
 
Present: RLWT Committtee Jenifer Barton 
(Minutes) Roger Beasley (Hon.Architect), 
Tessa George (Hon.Treasurer), Jon Gunson, 
Alex Kirby, Jane McIntosh (Company 
Secretary), John Parry (Chairman), Cllr. 
Ruth O’Keefe, Pat Rigg (Newsletters), 
David Sykes, Liz Williams and about 30 
members and friends 
 
Sam St. Pierre of the Sussex Ouse 
Conservation Society spoke about the 
problems affecting Sussex as a result of 
over abstraction to meet high per capita 
demand in the South East. He used Bevern 
Stream as an example dependent on chalk 
springs which flow only when the water 
table is at a certain level. This can lead to 
sewage effluent not being sufficiently 
diluted in the river, high phosphate levels 
and a threat to species such as Bullhead, 
Brook Lamprey, Sea Trout, Callitriche and 
Water Crowfoot which his Society wants to 
protect. Sam put forward some possible 
solutions: desalination (energy expensive), 
dual flush toilets, fixing leaks (69m litres / 
day lost in this area), a national grid, more 
reservoirs and saving of winter floods.  
During questions and discussion it was 
stated that long term planning had been 
lacking, businesses had not been made 
aware of tax breaks linked to water savings 
and proposed housing targets in flood plain 
would increase demand and increase 
wasteful run-off. Sussex is poor on water 
efficiency compared with Kent and 
Hampshire and Ofwat, in the interests of 
driving down prices, has failed to look for 
sustainable solutions. 

JP thanked Sam most warmly and expressed 
the hope that relationships would develop 
between the two Societies. 
 
Review of the Year – slide presentation by 
John Parry 

• In the entrance area a vista to Heart 
of Reeds has been created by limited 
sycamore removal 

• A new leaflet has been printed and 
Notice Board erected 

• The entrance path is now curved and 
separated from vehicle track 

• Viper’s bugloss and mignonette have 
flourished at path side following 
some scrub clearance 

• Willows along Winterbourne have 
been pollarded to encourage birds 

• Trust in management and Dan Ross, 
the Ranger, has increased 

• The Woodcraft Folk’s seat and fire 
site have helped limit unauthorised 
fires 

• Hawthorn is to be used to discourage 
children from sliding and eroding 
banks 

• The Ham Lane path is closed 
following the fall of a large willow, 
black poplars will be planted to plug 
the gap left 

• The RLWT objected to the 
urbanisation that pontoons on the 
Ouse would create, the planning 
application was turned down on 
traffic grounds but there will be an 
appeal 

• The JMB want to produce a poster on 
water saving and Amy wants to 
restore the pond near Court Road. 
DR will help secure a grant 

• The old embankment gets evening 
sun and has been cleared for basking 
reptiles 

• NC4All participants have planted 
more black poplars in old allotment 
area and will be measuring their 
growth 

• The grand opening of Heart of Reeds 
was very successful and has led to 
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more positive attitudes even to the 
use of re-cycled plastic  

• The contractor was very supportive 
throughout and an ash tree that was 
relocated has flourished, he also 
moved the old bridge from Chilly 
Brook to the entrance area where 
planting of climbing shrubs along it 
has taken place 

• Colonisation of banks of H of R is 
being monitored by members 

• Life buoys have been relocated more 
sensitively 

• Living on the Edge2 web site, 
sponsored by the Ernest Cook Trust 
(£1000) and by a donation from the 
Committee of £1,000. Several local 
schools are involved in scientific 
projects 

• Wallands School are developing a 
game about what can happen to 
migrating willow warblers 

• Angels with Attitude are recording a 
CD of songs about the Railway 
Land. They have been given a 
donation of £400 towards cost. The 
sleeve will carry our logo. 

• On 23rd June the Living on the Edge 
website will be launched at Priory 
followed by a picnic with our French 
visitors and dancing  - a mix of 
English and French 

 
 
RLWT Annual General Meeting 
Apology:  Harry Morris 
Minutes of 2005 AGM 
These were approved with no amendments 
and their adoption was proposed by TG and 
seconded by PR 
Financial Report 
TG explained the report published in the 
recent Newsletter 
Gift Aid was providing a welcome source of 
income 
Some advance payments have been made 
eg. for the website 
JP had received monies from LDC for his 
help with H of R. This was donated to 
RLWT 

Balance is high therefore members should 
come forward with schemes for expenditure. 
Adoption of the accounts was proposed by 
Barry Pointon and seconded by Graham 
Shuttleworth 
Elections to Committee – conducted by 
JM 
Each year 3 Committee members stand 
down, all were willing to stand and were 
elected as follows: 
Pat Rigg proposed by Liz Williams and 
seconded by John Parry 
Jon Gunson proposed by Jane McIntosh and 
seconded by Jenifer Barton 
Tessa George proposed by Jenifer Barton 
and seconded by Jane McIntosh 
In response to a question JM – Company 
Secretary – explained that the following 
were registered with Company House as 
Trustees and Directors: 
Jenifer Barton, Phil Belden, Roger Beasley, 
Tessa George, Jon Gunson, Alex Kirby, Jane 
McIntosh, John Parry, Pat Rigg, David 
Sykes, Elizabeth Williams. Paul Green is a 
co-opted member. 
Officers standing down were re-elected 
unopposed, proposed by Jon Gunson and 
seconded by Alex Kirby 
Chair John Parry 
Treasurer Tessa George 
Company Secretary Jane McIntosh 
AOB 
PR explained that membership has increased 
and there are now 156 on her list 
JP responded to a question about the 
difference between the management group 
and trustees. There is now a Memorandum 
of Understanding with LDC whereby a 
partnership exists with key councillors, Liz 
Lee and Ruth O’Keeffe and Officer, Owen 
Clifford working with Trustees on 
management issues. 
The RLWT remains an autonomous body 
but the Council underpin it with support, a 
recent example being funding work after a 
large tree fell. The RLWT are however 
trusted to provide the vision for the site. 
The meeting closed at 8.56pm. 
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Railway Land WildlifeTrust 
 

Registered Charity No: 800655 - Company Address: 115, High Street, Lewes, East Sussex BN7 1XY 
 - Co Ltd by Guarantee Reg No. 02313579 

Co. Sec. Jane McIntosh - Tel: 01273-474505 - email: rigg@patspur.demon.co.uk 
 

Nomination to the  Committee of the Railway Land Wildlife Trust Ltd. 
 
Name of Nominee: ...................................................................... 
 
Proposed by:  .................................................signature ...................................................... 
 
Seconded by:   ...............................................signature ...................................................... 
 
Date: ............................................. 
I am willing to accept nomination to serve on the Committee of the Railway Land 
Wildlife Trust Ltd. 
 
signed:  ................................................................  Date: .......................................... 

 
Accounts Information 

 
 

The ‘Trust receives funding from NESTA 
for the project Pupils as Scientists, (first 
described in Newsletter 52 as an extension 
project to Living on the Edge2). The 
research project is led by John Parry and 
Gerard Macdonald, and we fully support 
its educational aims and objectives. If you 
go to the www.railwaylandproject.org site 
you can see some of the great work that 
has been done with Rodmell, and 
Barcombe children. It is the  prototype for 
the kind of study we want to see 
undertaken in the Linklater  Pavilion – 
centre for the study of environmental 
change. 
 
Pupils as Scientists has been a research 
project that the RLWT has supported by 
managing the account and being what is 
known as the ‘fund holder’.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Treasurer, Tessa George, maintains the 
accounts and deals with all payments and 
receipt of money and because of her work 
the Trust receives an administration 
payment of £3,500, spread over (in this 
case) one year. You can see that this is a 
very important addition to our income. 
 
In future years our accounts will refer to  
‘restricted funds’ referring to the grant 
funding received to manage specific 
projects. The Treasurer will always open 
separate accounts in the Trust’s name to 
enable us to manage these funds according 
to accountable financial practice and 
procedures. 
 
 
If you wish to stand, or propose 
another member for election to the 
Committee please complete the 
form below and return it to the 
Company Secretary who must 
receive it by  the 1st March 2007. 
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Railway Land Wildlife Trust   Charity No: 800655 

 

 
 Minimum Annual single membership donation  £7.50  - 3 newsletters & two illustrated talks a year 
Name:.....................................................Address:........................................................................ 
..........................................................Post Code..................... tel:.................................... 
email:.......................................................... 
I want the RLWT to treat this membership donation £7.50   /  £10.00   / £15.00   as gift aid.   
 
 
Signed:.......................................... 

 You must pay an amount of income tax and / or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that the charity 
reclaims on your donation in the tax year (currently 28p for each £1 you give) 
 

                     Please return to:  Pat Rigg, 115, High St Lewes BN7 1XY 
 
 
 
We rely on your support, so please renew your membership by using one of 
these forms 
 
Please try to recruit a new member for the Trust this year. Show a neighbour 
or friend  your newsletter, encourage them to look at our website but better 
still, take them to visit the Reserve. Then give them one of these forms! 

 

Railway Land Wildlife Trust   Charity No: 800655 

 

 Minimum Annual membership donation  £7.50  - 3 newsletters & two illustrated talks a year. 
Name:.....................................................Address:........................................................................ 
..........................................................Post Code..................... tel:.................................... 
email:.......................................................... 
I want the RLWT to treat this membership donation £7.50   /  £10.00   / £15.00   as gift aid.   
 
Signed:.......................................... 

 You must pay an amount of income tax and / or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that the charity 
reclaims on your donation in the tax year (currently 28p for each £1 you give) 
 

                     Please return to:  Pat Rigg, 115, High St Lewes BN7 1XY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  


