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Editorial

It was great to see so many of our members at the 
celebration opening of the Linklater Pavilion on 
October 16th.  Our two patrons, Lord Healey and Ivor 
Goodson were joined by Norman Baker MP, Mayor 

Michael Turner and other civic representatives. The 
‘Mettyear Room’ was formally named and 17 of us - 
chosen to represent all sections of the community and 
the Trust -  cut the ribbon that had previously been 
used to mark out the footprint of the building at the 
sponsored walk!

Dr Brenda Boardman, MBE, Emeritus Fellow Lower 
Carbon Futures, Environmental Change Institute, 
University of Oxford gave an inspiring speech about 
the efficiency of the building itself from the slowing 
of rain water on the sedum roof and our carpet tiles 
made from re-cycled fibres to the use of a ground 
source heat pump and photovoltaic cells.
 
She spoke warmly of John’s 15 year involvement in 
the Environmental Change Institute MA course at 
Oxford, and his input during their annual field trip to 
the Centre of Alternative Technology in Machynlleth 
as well as on the Railway Land itself.  She had sent 
an e-mail to the Alumni of the course telling them that 
the Linklater Pavilion was finally open after 10 years 
of planning and in ‘wedding style’ read out several 

replies of congratulations from people now in senior 
environmental positions all over the world.
 
Over 250 people attended a joyous occasion,  with 
food generously provided by a number of our members 
and the catering committee led by Jean Cash and Neil 
Merchant.  A bar, run by TTL’s Chris Smedley and 
donations, raised money to cover the cost of a free 
drink for everyone,  The programme included visual 

(and musical) presentations by John Parry 
deftly using the new smart board, and this 
was relayed down to the undercroft so 
everyone could enjoy the whole event.

Music was provided by John Hancorn, and 
four young singers performing a piece from 
Helen Glavin’s  new cantata ‘The River’. 
This was followed by the arrival of the 
cycling orchestra led by Ian McCrae who 
performed in the undercroft, ending their 
set with a piece written by John for his wife 
Annie.  The afternoon was rounded off by 
the Ouse Angels acapella choir who strolled 
into the building singing beautifully. 

John Parry presented David Sykes with 
a plate entitled ‘for raising all our spirit levels’ that 
depicts his boat moored at Cliffe bridge with the Ouse 
at low, medium, and high tide - a personal recognition 
of his hours of work on the fit out of the building. 

The Trustees surprised John Parry with a book entitled 
‘a vision realised’ illustrating the development of the 
Raiwlay Land project and describing their respect for 
John’s vison and dedication.

None of this could have happened on the 16th if it 
hadn’t been for the huge amount of help from numerous 
volunteers who painted the interior, varnished all the 
woodwork, and supported Dave Sykes in his fit out.  A 
three month job had to be compressed into six weeks 
due to delays on the construction. 

If you were unable to join us on the 16th please 
make sure you call in between 10-4pm between 
now and Sunday 28th November, to view Lil Tudor 
Craig’s work and explore the Linklater Pavilion.    
            Pat Rigg 



Dates for your Diary

Minders Work Programme

Jon Gunson’s Observations

13th November: 12 - 4pm Private View Lil Tudor 
Craig, exhibition ‘Ecology into Art’
14th - 28th November 10-4pm ‘Ecology into Art’

13th February: 7.00pm  Comedy with Simon Evans
      -fund raising gig

Inhumation

In late 1845 the Brighton, Lewes 
and Hastings Railway Company 
dug a cutting through the ruins of 
the Priory of St Pancras. On the 
site of the Chapter House they 
found two lead caskets which 
held what was left of the founder, William de Warenne, 
and Gundrada his wife. There were articles about the 
find in the local and national press, people all over 
the country flocked to join the new archaeological 
societies, and the relics were reverentially re-housed 
in a neo-Norman chapel tacked onto St John’s, 
Southover. (‘Horrible’ - N. Pevsner). So much for the 
noble earl.
 
A few weeks later they had got as far as the apse of 
the Priory Church, just beyond which they found a 
pit containing hundreds of skeletons, battle dead from 
1264. But these were the rabble, the Poor Bloody 
Infantry - cheap shoes, a quilted jack, and a breadknife 
tied to a stick - so nobody thought them worth a 
chapel. The Cluniac monks had at least managed 
to bury them in consecrated ground: the Victorian 
railway engineers shovelled them into a dozen or so 
wagons, and tipped them into the embankment they 
were building over the nearby brooks. And yes, that 
would presumably be the embankment which forms 
the western boundary of the Railway Land, which is 
why you are reading about it here.
 
Oh, I know, it sounds like a classic urban myth. No 
good story is ever true, especially not one with monks 
and skeletons in it. But for once, the evidence is 
rather strong. Local antiquarian Mark Anthony Lower 
was there when the bones were found, and wrote a 

paper for the British Association of Archaeologists. 
A contemporary editorial in the Sussex Express 
complains about the casual dumping of these poor 
disiecta membra, and Gideon Mantel refers to it in 
a mordant footnote. As founder of the science of 
paleontology, perhaps Mantel may be deemed a 
reliable witness in the matter of old bones.
 
For myself, I think the story is true, and I think a 
memorial of some sort is called for. These were the 
casualties of a battle which made parliamentary 
democracy possible. If you cannot be bothered to 
vote at the next election - well, the choice is yours. 
But remember who bought you that freedom, and the 
price they paid. 

image William De Warenne  carolynbleonard.com 

The Meadow Minders meet on the first Sunday 
of every month at 1.30pm by the railway crossing 
gate. 

A chance to do active conservation work led by 
Trustee John Gunson of the RLWT and Dan Ross, 
Community Ranger.

Please wear stout footwear; tools and gardening 
gloves are provided. The tasks are varied and suit 
all ages and capabilities. The next dates will be: 
Dec 5th, Jan 2nd, Feb 6th and March 6th.

New volunteers are always welcome, so contact 
Dan Ross on 01273-484408 for more information 
and other opportunities for conservation work.



Opening of the Linklater Pavilion 16th October 2010
photos by Hugh Fox

Below, Nature Corridors for All participants from Lewes and Dieppe, plus Dave and his plate and the Ouse Angels

Above, Brenda and John Boardman;  
below, Mayor Michael Taylor, with John 
Hancorn and co-patron, Ivor Goodson; and 
below right, Ian McCrae arrives with the cy--
cling orchestra.

Above, John Parry 
with Priory School 
Head, Tony Smith and 
Mike Manktelow; and 
left, co-patron, Lord 
Healey and Norman 
Baker MP



Up-date on the Pavilion

The pictures on the previous page show how the 
Pavilion is decorated and our displays are gradually 
being put into place. It has been very satisfying to 
put up the dramatic wild 
flower hexagons created by 
the NC4All participants and 
first shown at the Town Hall 
event in November 2009. 
The historical aerial maps 
which we have sourced over 
the years, now hang neatly on 
two walls, and can be lifted 
down and spread out on the 
floor for close inspection by 
children and agile adults, 
and for the event we put up 
eight of David Bradford’s 
wonderful photos commissioned by the RLWT as part 
of ‘Tracking Down the Railway Land…’ an exhibition 
we held in Thebes Gallery in 2000.

Above: the newly constructed fire escape steps at the back 
of the building, which were put in place in time for the 16th 
October. This necessary, extra financial outlay enables 
us to have 120 people upstairs in the building for major 
events. 

There is still much work to be done. People do stop 
and ask me, ‘why aren’t you properly open yet?’ not 
realising that most of the work is now being done on 
a voluntary basis. Our priorities inside are to create 
directional lighting for the Lil Tudor Craig exhibition 
starting on the 13th November; to make safe all the 
areas used by our participants, including proper wall 
fitted towel and soap dispensers in five crucial areas, 
kitchen, three washrooms and the art area; and to 
complete the remaining fittings and fixtures. 

Below: Peter Mettyear, our major local sponsor, and John 
Parry unveiling the newly named Mettyear Room to much 
applause.

 In the Undercroft our 
priority is to complete the 
final coat of special paint 
which will seal the walls 
and resist flood damage. 

Outside we are in the 
professional hands of 
‘Flintman’ David Smith 
who has taken over the 
completion of the stone 
cladding of the lower 
walls. His work is weather 
dependent, so we keep 

fingers crossed for some dry days. Finally we have 
the approach path to construct – linking the path in 
the JMB entrance area to the steps at the front of 
the pavilion, along with a hard standing for disabled 
parking. This work is being led by a new volunteer, 
Martin Fox, who has years of professional experience 
of such work at Gatwick. Our plan is to remove the 
hoardings in February when all this work should be 
complete. 

Despite  the usual teething problems of a new building 
the participants have now started their regular sessions 
with John Parry in the Pavilion on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, and two Sussex Wildlife Trust staff are 
about to move into their new office.

We are following our plan of a steady ‘running 
in’ period to ‘feel our way’ into the sensible and 
sustainable management of the project.



Life membership and fund 
raising issues

Three people have already joined our life membership 
scheme, mentioned in the last newsletter. It is a way 
of supporting the Trust at this financially  difficult 
time and we thank them for this support. It costs £300 
for a household and £250 for individuals. If you are 
interested in exploring this option, please contact me, 
Pat Rigg, either by email or phone (see the back page 
panel for details).

We are finding it increasingly difficult to access grants 
to complete our building project - not surprising in 
these financially strapped times, so we are turning 
to fund raising schemes which cost us little but will 
bring in ‘new money’.  

The Trustees are coming up with inventive ways of 
making money. The proposed Comedy Evening on 
Valentine’s Eve, with Simon Evans is an example 
of us ‘branching out’ from sponsored walks and 
sponsorship schemes for items for the Pavilion. 

Simon offered to do a gig for us when he met John 
Parry at Aldeburgh Festival and we are really grateful 
that he is not only giving his services for free, but 
has persuaded a local comedian to share the night 
with him. We will publicise this event soon, but we 
hope that some of you will consider joining us for an 
evening of alternative stand up comedy, with a bar 
and a raffle to help swell our coffers. 

above: Ian Askew checks the sponsor lists in the Linklater 
pavilion. People who have sponsored major items in the 
Pavilion are listed in the mock-up version of the permanent 
boards which will be displayed in the Mettyear Room and 
also the foyer of the Pavilion

We have so far managed to fund all our expenditure 
through grants, donations and sponsorship deals, but 
as we complete our fitting out, and finish the hard 

landscaping of paths we are having to fund raise in 
earnest. 

We benefit from still being a building site  in that we 
are currently rated as VAT free. This is why we are 
now desperately looking for ways to order and pay 
for the 16 panel folding doors that will complete the 
design of the upstairs area. 

We have already received sponsorship for 8 door 
panels (each panel costs £1057), and we are asking 
you, our long suffering members if you can think of 
people you could approach who would perhaps  join 
together to sponsor a door before this year ends. The 
doors will enable us to use individual rooms off the 
central area, whilst it is being used for a specific 
purpose like an exhibition, a class or meeting. This 
will increase our income potential and enable us to be 
self sufficient and fund new projects in the building 
and on the Reserve.

We are still approaching major grant giving 
organisations for funding for specific projects within 
the building, but these are hard to get, and we will 
need to widen our fund raising activities over the next 
few months if we are to achieve all our plans for the 
permanent undercroft exhibitions on the Winterbourne 
and the water cycle, as well as organise future events. 
One Trustee is vowing to walk on hot coals for the 
Pavilion...but more of this scheme in the new year!

YOU can help by being a member of the RLWT, Your 
£10 subscription per household allows us to keep 
in touch by newsletters and emailed messages, and 
pays for the basic running costs of the Trust itelf. By 
signing for gift aid,your contribution is worth £12.00 
to us! Membership renewal is due at our AGM, in 
April. We hope that by then we will have the facility 
to process standing orders, something several of you 
have asked us to provide. 

We are delighted that our membership currently 
stands at 290 households, and has almost doubled 
since 2000.  Can you persuade a neighbour or friend 
to join for 2011? 

Please also consider giving ‘gift memberships’  for 
2011 this Christmas. 

Email rigg@patspur.demon.co.uk or call 01273-
487798 and leave contact details. 
  
 Pat Rigg



John Parry’s Column

Ranger’s Report

Habitat management is a major part of my work as 
Ranger. This last month has been particularly busy.  
Buddleia coppicing is important to ensure continual 
flowering throughout the summer, and the young 
shoots provide the food supply for a number of 
species. I also take the opportunity at this time of year 
to do some tree planting, particularly of fruiting trees 
and ones that provide a thicker nesting environment 
for smaller birds like holly and yew. On the bank 
of the ditch marking the southern boundary of the 
old allotments there has been considerable bramble 
growth, and this is being removed.

It is necessary to treat and remove willows on the reed 
bed banks and islands, or else they will completely 
take over, but the proposed dredging has been put 
off as the funding has run out. I will look at doing a 
summer pruning and clearing to open up the areas of 
water being choked by the reed growth. The sidings 
have been cut on a larger scale than usual, which has 
made quite a dramatic change to this habitat. This is a 
deliberate policy to let more varieties of plants grow 
up rather than be strangled by their more vigorous 
neighbours.

Sadly a recent fire in our ‘champion’ railway poplar 
is expected to accelerate its decline. The tree has been 
hollow for many years and damaged by fire. It was 
pollarded 4 years go, and I plan to do it again - back 
to the trunk, an action which might save it;  he’ll 
monitor next season’s regrowth and perhaps pollard 
to a height 15-20 metres. Although this recent damage 
is disappointing, we must console ourselves that bats 
were not hibernating, so they will return.  The habitat 
value of this tree in its declining years is great. 

A number of the all weather paths need re surfacing 
and the work is scheduled for the Spring if money 
is available. The material  can be re-cycled to help 
with other path work, but it is a serious expenditure. 
We will also need  to re-design the entrance board 
which has lasted 15-16 years but has suffered serious 
damage by earwigs, and is now reaching the end of 
its life. It is expected that a replacement oak board 
will cost £2-3k.  Ideas for the design will be sought 
from the JMB who are working  on their ‘dog mess 
campaign’ which they will unveil in the New Year.

The Trust has undertaken to monitor and repair the 
bridges on Chilly Brook, and to continue to monitor 
the water quality in the ditches with the help of SOCS 
(Sussex Ouse Conservation Society).          Dan Ross

Pat rightly highlights our immediate financial position 
but it is very important that we keep our eye on ‘the 
vision’ and to be seen to be making a start on the 
ambitious task we have set ourselves to be a centre 
for the study of environmental change.

First, we invited our neighbours and long term friends 
the Greyfriars owners for a welcome drink.  They have 
been so good to us over many years letting us use 
their meeting room and hosting our AGM.  We very 
much hope they will help in voluntary ways that are 
fun for them such as welcoming people at Reception 
or serving coffee at events.  Bravo and cheers.  

Since our opening we have done the following.

We hosted an awayday on social enterprises for 
Lewes District Council at the suggestion of the Chair 
Carolyn Lambert, and indeed were one of three case 
studies that were shared with an invited audience.  
This not only tested our ability to host such an event 
but put us touch with other social enterprise projects 
and their inspirational leaders. Before any vision we 
have to function smoothly and be financially sound 

Greyfriars residents 
enjoy a drink in the 
Mettyear Room with 
Trustees



and this network will be invaluable. 

LDC awayday, the first to 
be held in the Linklater 
Pavilion

We welcomed the Heads of Department of the 
Sussex Wildlife Trust for a meeting they held over 
a morning.  More about our relationship with SWT 
in due course but suffice to say that we are delighted 
they are alongside us – their staff are hard working 
and creative and we are sure that all sorts of events 
/initiatives/ partnerships will develop in time.

Sussex Wildlife Trust 
Heads of Department 
meet in the Pavilion

We have successfully put on our first art exhibition 
which spurred us to provide hangings and lighting 
ingeniously provided by Tom Walker and David 
Sykes.   Lil Tudor Craig’s exhibition has not only been 
such an appropriate and delightful exhibition but Lil 
herself has been the prefect artist – chatting to people 
about her work, championing the cause of insects 
and plants, urging people to  visit the Railway Land 

and often doing the 
hoovering herself. 

Lil has provided 
hand lenses for close 
observation of her 
exquisite work

My thanks to members Annette and Vincent Hope 
who suggested I look at Lil’s work – how right they 
were and what a treat we have had.  Thank you Lil!  

Over 500 people 
have visited the 
exhibition in the 
first week; the 
exhibition ends on 
Sunday 28th Nov

The Nature Corridors group are now using the building 
two days a week and it is such a pleasure to see them 
taking possession of it and enjoying every aspect of 
working their way into it.  I was thrilled to see how 
Alec was able to show his portfolio powerpoint of 
some of the things has done on the project over the 
last 6 years to a visitor for the exhibition.  This is real 
integration in a very interesting way and both Alec 
and the visitor had a lovely 10 minute exchange that 
(quote) ‘made her day’.  

A research group of environmental education 
researchers set up in 1995 visited the Linklater 
Pavilion on 12th November to critique a research 
paper I am working on and it was very pleasing to see 
their reaction. 

Professor William 
Scott of Bath 
Univeristy’s  Centre for 
Research in Education 
and the Environment 
wrote in his blog 
of the  ‘inspiration, 
vision, perspiration 

and persistence – and a trust that the real and open 
involvement of a wide range of local people is the best 
way to create something of lasting social value – a 
process that never ends, of course.  Visit this if you can 
to see their new building, the reserves, and their work.  
Better still, organise something there and put some 
resource into the project’s further development.’

And so what is in the pipeline.
We are going carefully and steadily but I am pleased 
to report that:

We shall soon be experimenting with two self-serve 
evening booking groups.

Leanne Winternon, Head of Rodmell School, has 
applied for an award that will create an opportunity 
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Founder Sponsors of the Linklater 
Pavilion

Ground Source heat pump and 
photovoltaics sponsored by the 
Lottery

for pupils to explore the Railway Land by creating 
mediascape treasure hunts and using geocaching.   The 
following two websites explain this in more detail.
ht tp : / /www.crea teascape .org .uk /crea te_a_
mediascape/
http://www.geocaching.com/ 

We expect to hear the result in February.

A Transition Town workshop for mill owners on 
how to convert water mills to generate electricity will 
be held on 2nd December.

The Inside Outside Playgroup will be using the 
Undercroft and the Reserve a day a week from January 
and leader, Jenny Arran, successfully got funding for 
mats to be used in the Undercroft.

The Sussex Ouse Conservation Society will be 
giving a talk in the evening of 4th February.

The Woodcraft Folk will also start to use the facilities 
in the Spring.

The first of 8 Sussex Wildlife Trust day courses 
throughout the summer will begin on 6th May.

Priory School are now booked for special courses on 
1st Feb, 8th April and the week of 23rd May.

To really make all this work with maximum flexibility 
of our wonderful space we need the last piece of 
the design jigsaw – those folding doors that Pat has 
written about.  We could then run up to three groups 
at a time if necessary and provide so many more 
opportunities for groups that are in tune with our aims 
and objectives.

We have made a start on some of those activities and 
we will give greater detail in our next newsletter when 
hopefully the stonework will be complete and the site 
fencing will be down.  

We wish you all a very good Christmas break 
when it comes and we all look forward to 
welcoming you properly in the Spring. 

Bring it on!   

                                             
John Parry


