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Editorial

It has been wonderful to meet so many of our members and supporters during our Sunday afternoon 
openings which continue to the end of September. We have attracted a lot of ‘visitors’ who ‘found 
their way’ onto the Reserve and were delighted by its proximity to the town centre. There is no doubt 
that the Linklater is a real attraction, interesting for its sustainable features  and an addition to the 
architectural landscape of Lewes. We are delighted to have been asked to feature in the ‘Heritage 
Open Days’ event, and never tire of showing people round.

This is a bumper edition of the RLWT newsletter, and reflects our increasing use of the Linklater 
Pavilion and the Reserve as a hub for education, research and community activity. My thanks to the 
numerous contributors, who have provided such interesting copy. I hope this edition inspires you to 
think about attending some of the numerous activities planned for the next three months. Please put 
the details in your diaries.

‘Optics Open Day’ , Friday 2nd Sept - Binoculars, Spotting Scopes, Digiscoping and  Camera Clinic 
‘After Dark’, Saturday 3rd Sept 8.15pm onwards – dress warmly and be charmed by the Railway Land 
moths -  plus on Sunday 4th at 10am, Michael Blencowe will be opening his moth traps in the undercroft. 
ARTWAVE1 - Lewes Printmakers at the Linklater Weekend Sept 3rd and 4th  10 - 4pm
HERITAGE OPEN DAYS Thursday September 8th - Sunday 11th, 10-4pm - The Linklater Pavilion
ARTWAVE2 - Lewes Printmakers at the Linklater Weekend Sept 10th and 11th   10 - 4pm
‘Common Cause at the Linklater’ Saturday 24th Sept. all day - a community celebration
Thursday 17th Nov - 27th Nov. ‘A Natural History’ (part 2) An exhibition by Mark Greco

‘A Month of Sundays’  is a series of 5 charity fund raising events  which we hope will brighten up 
your autumn evenings. Tickets are available for £10 (£7 concessions)  in advance from the IEKO 
shop on School Hill, or from Harveys shop in Cliffe High St. They will also be available on the door 
and include a complimentary glass of wine or soft drink. There will be a licensed bar and proceeds 
will go towards funding RLWT projects. We are very grateful to the presenters who are generously 
supporting our work and the shops selling our tickets. 

Sunday 18th Sept. 7.30pm  “A leaf from the forests of Russia” - 19th Century Russian artists, 
writers & musicians celebrate the natural world - an illustrated presentation by Sonya & Jak Baksi
Wednesday 12th Oct. 6-8pm ‘The Positive Deviant - sustainability leadership in a perverse 
world’ A discussion with Sara Parkin, founder of Forum for the Future and author of the above.
Sunday 30th Oct 7.30pm ‘Poetry and Nature’ - An evening of poetry inspired by the Sussex 
landscape & beyond. 4 Sussex poets  Ann Segrave, Kay Syrad, Janet Sutherland & James Simpson
Sunday 13th Nov 7.30pm - Guitar Recital with Konrad Adamczewski
Sunday 27th Nov 7.30pm ‘Conservation, Politics and Fuzzy Lemurs’ - A Madagascar Tale by 
Alison Jolly

If you’d like to volunteer your services as ‘sitters’ for the Exhibitions & Heritage Open Days please 
contact me on 07501035098 as soon as possible, so I can add you to our rota of regulars!
                         Pat Rigg
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Director’s Report

We are almost through our first summer season and so I want to share our current progress and 
some of our plans.  For months we have been waiting on two important funding bids to East Sussex 
County Council and the National Lottery.  Both included a Director’s salary as the cornerstone of the 
change we are making to becoming a social enterprise.  The Lottery bid included a series of ‘add-
ons’ such as an education residency and a Living Landscape education initiative, a plan to create 
a Lewes Arboretum and a substantial capital element to include the purchase of various tools and 
equipment.

Our Lottery bid was rejected but our more modest ‘safety net’ application to East Sussex County 
Council was successful and the project will start officially on 1st October. This will be a very much 
enhanced programme involving the established Nature Corridors for All team of adults with learning 
disabilities as well as other individuals and groups.  Planning is well under way and this important 
funding provides us with a 3 year base to establish a quality self-funding approach to social inclusion 
and environmentally based activities.  We see it as a vital partnership full of promise and innovation 
as indeed we do of our excellent relationship with Dan Ross and Lewes District Council as well as 
continuing Town Council support.

An important aspect of the approach is not to create a ‘day centre’ but to involve and include those 
who are more vulnerable in a vibrant community environmental centre and Local Nature Reserve.   
Consequently, an important aspect of the Director’s job is to nurture many contacts and create 
opportunities for integration and involvement across the board. ( see Informality is the Name of the 
Game on pg 15) 

With regard to new contacts, it was with great pleasure that I was 
able to respond to a request by Michael Chowen to join a group 
in Burwash that he had been planning to introduce for some 
time.  The pioneering meadow restoration work at the Beech 
Estate in the Weald is totally inspiring and we are so grateful 
for the generous help and enthusiasm of Keith Datchler (Beech 
and Brickhouse Estates Manager, High Weald Landscape Trust 

&  Grassland Trust Trustee) and Dawn Brickwood of the High Weald Landscape Trust  (www.
meadows@highwealdlandscapetrust.org).

The Nature Corridors for All group helped collect the seeds and have sown them around the 
Linklater. (see Our Own Little Wildflower Meadow, pg 10) . It has been a treat to see the response 
of Jean Heyward of Greyfriars Court who has taken such delight in watching our efforts from her 
window. The smiles of people, young and old, as they pass the Linklater on their way to and from 
our wonderful reserve are truly affirming – and all just ahead of the national Save our Meadows 
campaign launched on 17th August.  This is part of the press release:

Kew Gardens is launching a seed bank for native plant species that will help to protect and restore 
disappearing wildflower meadows in the UK. The UK Native Seed Hub, an initiative from Kew’s   
Millennium Seed Bank, will provide high-quality seeds and scientific advice to groups growing 
wildflower meadows across the UK.  The first meadows will be restored by a collaboration between 
Kew and the High Weald Landscape Trust’s Weald meadows initiative in West Sussex. Robin 
Probert, head of technology and training at Kew, said: “This is habitat that has suffered the most 
over the past decades … only about 2% of the old species-rich meadows are left since the second 
world war.”

We were also very pleased to host the My Lewes day organised by the East Sussex County Council 
Immigrant Communities Project in partnership with the Diversity Lewes community group. (pg 7)
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Links with both Universities are being 
developed including an exciting opportunity 
for trainee teachers to contribute creatively to 
the Priory School activity week next May.  This 
will result in a range of innovative approaches 
to several aspects of environmental and 
sustainable education, some of which will be 
fed into the planned Wildflower Festival week 
(see pg 9) and into other school visits.  

We were delighted to attract the interest of an 
undergraduate and post graduate student who 
worked at the Linklater for 10 days (see pg 10) 

We are also hosting several National Park Forums as well as the Sustainable Sussex Business 
Forum meetings.  The Linklater Pavilion is the only modern building on the Lewes Heritage Open 
Day Trail from 1000 – 1600 from 8th – 11th September and we shall be an Artwave venue for the 
Lewes Printmakers who have taken to their new Linklater home like ducks to water.  We are talking 
to the Patina moving on group and have made important links with Common Cause and the Lewes 
District Council Sustainability team.

We welcome the recent White Paper, The Natural Choice: securing the value of nature, published 
in June 2011, which runs to over 70 pages but whose general thrust is very much in line with our 
actions and vision.  Two examples: on page 15 it states:

‘Past environmental action in England has often taken place on too small a scale to achieve overall 
success and has overlooked crucial links, such as between wildlife sites and the wider countryside, 
or between rural and urban areas. Policies and practices have too often been conceived and 
implemented in isolation from each other.’

And on page 46, we are arguably ahead of the game with regard to our work with adult social care 
when it states:

‘Local Nature Partnerships and the Health and Wellbeing Boards should actively seek to engage 
each other in their work.  Forthcoming guidance will make clear that the wider determinants of 
health, including the natural environment, will be a crucial consideration in developing joint strategic 
needs assessments and joint health and well being strategies.’

There is always a danger of jargon and response to the White Paper is changing by the day but, 
nevertheless, I believe it bodes well for us as we steadily build our contacts and reputation and find 
our social enterprise feet.  And haven’t we come a very long way from 1988 when, for some, the 
notion of an urban nature reserve was thought to be about keeping people out of the Railway Land 
in order to preserve it solely for insects and wild flowers?  

John Parry
Director, Railway Land Project

Trainee teachers at the Linklater 
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Common Broomrape

A member of the genus Orobanche, a name derived from the Greek 
orobos, a vetch and anchein, to strangle, which gives an indication 
of its habit. Rendel Williams found and photographed this splendid 
specimen towards the southern end of the sidings and since I can only 
find an old record of a single plant in a different part of the Reserve, it 
looks like a new coloniser in the sidings

This Broomrape is parasitic on a wide variety of plants, its tiny seeds 
germinating in the soil and establishing contact with rootlets of nearby 
plants from which it draws all the nutrients it needs for growth. When 
sufficient supplies are gathered it sends up a purplish shoot with a 
spike of flowers. As a total parasite it has no chlorophyll, its leaves 
are reduced to small scale like structures and it cannot carry out 
photosynthesis. But given the profusion of vegetation on the sidings 
we should not be too concerned about the presence of this parasite.

We’ll look again next year but will not be too discouraged if it does not reappear since records 
suggest that the seeds can survive for 10 years or more and still germinate successfully.

                Jenifer Barton
Picture of Broomrape: © Rendel Williams

The final building work

Mention must be made of Roger Beasley’s 
thankless task of checking all the building files for 
inaccuracies and missing information as well as 
a list of defects.  He has spent hours on this and 
his attention to detail included the wrong junction 
box for computer cabling which meant that the box 
was ineffective – and as luck would have it, it is 
one of the critical boxes we need to use for visiting 
speakers using the screen and the internet.

Thank you, Roger, for seeing this job through to the bitter end.  It has been a very long and hard 
journey and we owe you a huge debt of gratitude.

John  Parry
Left, the defective socket compared to how the socket should be!

X p
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Identification Matters

A few weeks back I noticed that the small blue damselflies in my garden were, in fact, 
small azure damselflies - that is, not Enallagma cyathigerum, but Coenagrion puella. And 
of course, one feels such a fool. As it says in ‘Dragonflies of Sussex’ (Belden, et al, 2005). 
“The mushroom- or oval-shaped black mark at the start of the abdomen in the male [Common Blue] 
is clearly distinguishable from the U-shaped marking of the Azure...” Though frankly if the only pair 
of binoculars to hand was designed for locating submarines in the North Atlantic, they are not going 
to be much use for the close examination of a damselfly’s second abdominal segment. Anyway, in 
my irritation I found myself thinking, well, what does it matter, anyway. As public expiation of that 
blasphemy, here are four reasons why exact identification matters.
 
Inprimis, Religion. The first man’s first task was to give names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the 
air, and to every beast of the field. We must assume that the divine scheme of things requires living 
beings to be correctly labelled.
 
Item, Science. Carl Linnaeus is considered the father of botany and ecology, for his invention of 
binomial nomenclature. He made it possible for a naturalist in Budapest to correspond with one in 
Paris, in the safe and certain knowledge that they were talking about the same animal. As Rousseau 
said: “I know no greater man on earth”.
 
Item, Practical Conservation. When you manage a nature reserve, you need to know exactly what 
creatures you are playing host to: some that are superficially almost identical may have very different 
dietary requirements.
 
Item, Education. Fifty years ago I was lucky enough to walk down country lanes with older relatives 
who thought it worth telling me that goosegrass would cling amusingly to the back of my brother’s 
pullover; that the seeds inside a rose hip could be used as itching powder; and that short messages 
could be written with the sap of greater celandine. Oh, and that rowan was useful against witches.....
for Shropshire, like Sussex, has never really got the hang of Christianity. You might care to try this 
with your children and grandchildren. Of course, they will grunt, and look bored and fiddle with their 
mobile phones. Some of it will stick, though, and some day they will tell children of their own, and 
perhaps they may recall the experience in some newsletter or other. And so we go on. Whither, we 
know not; nor where. No need for haste, then. Let us dawdle a little, and study the hedgerow flowers, 
and the insects that visit them.                   Jon Gunson

 Sunday opening.

The Linklater Sunday opening sessions 2 - 5 pm have been a great success.  Since April, we 
estimate over 560 visitors to the Railway Land have been able to come into the undercroft to see 
exhibits, models and source local information.  Many questions have been fielded about the plant 
and animal wildlife on the railway land and beyond.  

Not being the experts as such, using the many guide books available for identification of the huge 
range of living organisms that can call the Railway Land home has been an education in itself!    
The list of sightings has been very enthusiastically maintained and the wealth of species noted is 
extensive and impressive.    Many visitors have been to see the bees;  their waggle dance and never 
ending busy lifestyles always makes a fascinating sight!  The sessions were staffed by volunteers 
and my thanks go out to all those who gave up Sunday afternoons to be there.  Please think about 
joining us!  We will be opening again next year from April to September. Do drop me an email and I 
will make contact in the spring:  g_bush@sky.com
            Geoff Bush, RLWT Volunteer
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Welcome!

In the last 6 months, we have welcomed many groups who seem to have enjoyed the Linklater.  
For example, the Ouse Angels kindly wrote, ‘thanks so much for the Linklater connection and 
space for choir to meet - it has been a real asset to the angels and feels like a nest that we have 
come to roost in’.

Carolyn Trant of the Lewes Printmakers wrote, ‘we are ecstatically happy about being there - 
class members have been going out exploring and researching and we already have a few signs 
of images of bees, the old house on the Railway Land, the river, fauna and flora etc for a book 
next year.’

Such feedback is so rewarding and we are excited at the prospect of a book as part of the 
fabulous Lewes Printmakers series – watch this space!

The other groups we have welcomed include:
Sussex Wildlife Trust field courses
National Park Authority Forums
Inside Outside Playgroup
The emerging Ouse Valley Cycling Network
Transition Town Lewes
ESCC Social Services Partnership Board.
Woodcraft Folk
Adur and Ouse Rivers Trust
AMEC / ENTEC UK Winterbourne study group
Sussex University teacher trainees
Priory School
The Pells School
Rodmell Primary School
Kent and Sussex Wildlife Trust joint meeting
Lewes Group in Support of Refugees and Asylum Seekers
Common Cause
Sustainable Sussex Business Forum.
                  John Parry

One of the most recent groups was the Diversity Lewes Community group and this is their report:

‘My Lewes’ Fun Day

The Fun Day was held on Saturday 
30th July between 12:00 and 3:30 at the 
Linklater Pavilion, the Railway Land Local 
Nature Reserve, Lewes. It was organised 
by the Immigrant Communities Project East 
Sussex County Council in partnership with 
Diversity Lewes community group.

Leading up to the event, Diversity Lewes 
encouraged people to share their photos 
of Lewes and these were displayed on the 
walls during the event. The event kicked off 
with Thomas Christen performing traditional African drumming. 
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There was face painting by Tati and craft making by Village Connections 
as well as a migrant communities project stall, Vandu interpretation and 
The East Sussex fire and rescue stall with free smoke alarms and 
literature.

At 2:00 Thomas performed again 
and there were snacks from the 
local Indian restaurant Chaulas. 

Diversity Lewes 
has also been 
selling raffle 
tickets leading 
up to the event 
and had collected 
some fantastic 
prizes from local 
b u s i n e s s e s ; 

these were raffled at 2:30. The raffle raised a total of 
£160 to support Diversity Lewes’ activities throughout 
the year. 

The Lewes Fire Engine also came at 2:30 to 
entertain children.

An estimated 100 people, including adults and 
children attended the event. 

Comments in the comment book included:

“Had a great time, my children loved it” and “Wonderful idea, thank you.”

Other anecdotal comments noted that it was good to see that the original Sunday Times article on 
racism in Lewes had resulted in positive action to promote community cohesion.

Anthony Kalume

Above, Tony, John and a raffle winner, and 
Tati transforms a child into a butterfly.

drumming workshop

One youngster learns how to direct the fire hose
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Bee Aware

Our observation honey bee hive is proving to be a great success. 
By interpreting the waggle dance, we can show where the bees are 
flying – with some trips up to 6 miles to collect nectar and pollen.  
We decided to work with Professor Francis Ratnieks and his ground 
breaking team at Sussex (Laboratory of Apiculture and Social 
Insects) so that we can share some of the research in immediate 
and interesting ways.  Francis provided the hive and has given us 
enthusiastic and continuing support which we greatly value.

The single piece of glass on the original hive developed a crack and 
so Francis, with a minimal amount of smoke, replaced it outside 
the Linklater as you can see in these photos on the right.  It was 
amazing to see how the bees remained in the hive working as a 
super organism - the female bees are alive for just six weeks except 
for the Queen who can live for over 5 years.

A day run by Common Cause and organised by Sarah Rideout was another success and the Sussex 
LASI team contributed their expert knowledge with enthusiasm and flair.

Recently, we had a swarm on the site which was taken by a local 
bee keeper and once again one can only marvel at the way they hold 
together – something they have done for millions of years.

One of our many aims is to make links 
and connections, through the bees, to 
both the natural and urban environments 
that surround the Linklater. 
           John Parry

above the swarm & left the 
temporary emergency warning 

notice
below, three contemplative photos 

by John Parry entitled, Spirals, 
Flowers and Reflections

Sarah (shown left) with the quote from 
Einstein on the screen, and members 
of the public taking a close look at the 
observation hive
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Michael Blencowe’s first impressions

It’s been a busy few months for me as I settle in to my new job as the Sussex Wildlife Trust’s 
Community Wildlife Officer - and settle in to my new office at the Linklater Pavilion. What a place 
to work! 

On my first day in late April I took a walk around the reserve. It was great to hear the song of 
the first reed warbler, fresh in from Africa and proclaiming his territory in the Heart of Reeds. 
Their arch enemy – the cuckoo – wasn’t far behind. I heard my first on April 26th. Later I saw a 
female lurking behind the reedbed – no doubt waiting for the right moment to strike and delicately 
remove a warbler’s egg before replacing it with one of her own. 

There have been many highlights on the reserve for me over the past few months including the 
great reception I received for my talk on Lewes wildlife at the ‘Wild in Lewes’ event on July 2nd.

My glow-worm events in July also proved popular. On July 4th my pre-walk lecture on these 
amazing beetles was interrupted by a fight at the entrance to the Linklater. Two Sparrowhawks 
were sparring over a dead bird. We all silently gathered at the open fire escape and watched 
open-mouthed.

On July 23rd, during a Sussex Wildlife Trust bumblebee event, Graeme Lyons and Mike Edwards 
discovered two interesting insects new to the reserve; the dark cranefly Tipula nigra and the 
crazy-looking Four-lined Horsefly Atylotus rusticus – both nationally rare. 

But it’s not just the rarities that are of interest – 
each trip around the reserve rewards me with 
something new; a stoat, a wall butterfly, a weird-
looking insect, the kingfisher flashing past along 
the stream, the hawkmoth caterpillars hidden in 
the sallow.  

While leading a dragonfly walk at the end of July I 
found a family of freshly-fledged reed warblers who 
were taking their first clumsy flights, their parents 
watching them closely. By comparison, those bad 
parents, the cuckoos, would have already made it 
back to Africa. I wonder if any Lewes warblers fell 
for their trickery this year?

For more information on my wildlife events around the Lewes area go to:  

www.leweswildlife.org.uk 

You can leave your own sightings, questions and photographs on the sightings page. 

Michael Blencowe

Community Wildlife Officer, 
Sussex Wildlife Trust

A Hawkmoth caterpillar tries to look fierce
© Michael Blencowe
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The Nature Corridors for All group helped collect 
the seeds at the Beech Estate, and were filmed 
by a BBC SE crew. They then sowed them round the 
Linklater. 

Left: This lovely picture of meadowsweet on the 
Railway Land was taken by Alec Bennison of the Nature 
Corridors for all group

©Alec Bennison

Above a line of Rangers and 
participants plus the SWT HIT Squad  
sowing a new area. 
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Our Own Little Wildflower Meadow Experiment

With generous support of the High Weald Landscape Trust - Weald Meadows Initiative in seed 
harvesting as well as help from the Nature Corridors for All team of adults with learning disabilities 
assisted by the South Downs National Park Volunteers, Lewes District Council Ranger, Natural 
England, the Sussex Wildlife Trust Hit Squad and Brighton and Hove City Parks Department Nursery, 
we have seeded the area around the Linklater Pavilion with the following:  

Latin Name (grasses)    Species Name 
Agrostis capillaris     Bent, Common
Cynosurus cristatus  *    Crested Dogs-tail 
Festuca rubra     Fescue, Red
Poa trivalis      Meadow- grass, Rough 
Anthoxanthum odoratum  *    Sweet Vernal-grass 

Latin Name ( wild flowers)
Holcus lanatus     Yorkshire Fog
Lotus corniculatus   *    Bird’s-foot-trefoil, Common 
Lotus pedunculatus     Bird’s-foot-trefoil, Greater
Ranunculus acris     Buttercup, Meadow
Hypochaeris radicata    Cat’s-ear, Common
Trifolium pratense  *     Clover, Red
Trifolium repens     Clover, White
Leontodon hispidus  *    Hawkbit, Rough
Centaurea nigra     Knapweed, Black
Cerastium holosteoides    Mouse-ear, Common
Lapsana communis     Nipplewort
Dactylorhiza fuchsii  *    Orchid, Common Spotted 
Leucanthemum vulgare  *    Ox-eye Daisy
Plantago lanceolata     Plantain, Ribwort
Prunella vulgaris     Selfheal
Rumex acetosa     Sorrel, Common
Stellaria graminea     Stitchwort, Lesser
Trifolium dubium     Trefoil, Lesser
Vicia cracca  *     Vetch, Tufted
Lathyrus pratensis  *    Vetchling, Meadow
Achillea millefolium     Yarrow
Rhinanthus minor  *     Yellow Rattle 

This partnership has led to a Wildflower Festival we will run next year on 2nd and 3rd of June 2012 in 
collaboration with Lewes District Council and many groups.  If the experiment around the Linklater is 
successful then we will work with Dan Ross, LDC Ranger, to explore the chances of creating a wild 
meadow in part of the former railway sidings.

John Parry
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Students rally round our cause.

We were fortunate to have two students keen to be involved in learning and working on the project. 
There is some debate among trustees as to whether they should be called ‘interns’ or ‘students on 
work experience’.  I favour the former because it implies ownership of some of the tasks that shines 
through their reports and is definitely how the young people themselves viewed their time with us.  

We wish them well and hope to see them back with us one day.  Here below are their reports.
John Parry

VICKY JONES - post graduate music teacher who has just finished her training at the 
University of Sussex

Experience Gained:

This internship has given me a real sense of 
expansion.  Other related ideas that have been, up 
until now, quite abstract in my mind - seem more 
tangible. I thought I would jot down a few points in 
bullet-point form below—this could be a residual 
habit from the teacher training year I have just 
finished, or it could just be that I like lists?!

• Physical and social environment conducive to creative work
I have enjoyed working in the physical environment itself, for the building is open and bright, and 
I have also been grateful for the relaxed yet dynamic social environment that John has provided. 
By this, I mean that when I am relaxed and there is some flexibility in content and style, I am more 
enthused and productive. (Specifically, I had the freedom to run around ‘the-block’ or do a hand-
stand on the grass If I needed to, and to drink tea regularly!) 

• Invaluable social interaction broadening my outlook
I have felt particularly privileged to meet many interesting people and to have been introduced and 
included with such enthusiasm. Being able to work with the Nature Corridors for All team on a couple 
of occasions has been great: I found the pace and quality of work refreshing and insightful, and the 
team re-affirmed my belief that many things are possible so long as you just have some ideas, some 
intent, and some action.

• In-depth discussions with John: the small questions and the big questions
Similarly, John has taken every opportunity to talk to me and to the other Intern, Dorothy, about a 
whole variety of subjects- all of which are interlinked and useful on many different levels. Whilst 
discussing and sharing many ideas with us, John also gave us every opportunity to ask questions 
and to steer our own learning according to our particular needs or interests.

• Varied practical tasks - the inner and outer workings of the Linklater
The work we did was equally varied and I found it very useful to have practical insight into the bare 
mechanics of the iridescent endeavour that is the Linklater.  We experienced everything from: the 
essential and often banal (!) details of day to day operations; the intensity and necessity of human 
relations; the importance of recording and storing information both digitally and in hard, paper copies; 
and the calming nature of observational walks led by local wildlife experts with generosity of spirit.
Finally, I would like to thank everyone who has influenced my internship in some way, or even made 
it possible. I still don’t know the postcode, but you are now definitely, firmly on my map.
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DOROTHY MOORE - 2nd Year environmental management student from Manchester 
Metropolitan University

I had a really great time working at the Trust for 10 days. I 
worked alongside another Intern Vicki Jones, and we both 
worked with John helping him with different tasks on site. 
The area is so nice and a comfortable place to be. I met 
so many friendly and helpful people from the Trust, the 
council, the local community, the adults from the Nature 
Corridors for All project and Michael, the Sussex Wildlife 
Trust Officer. Everyone was so passionate about what was 
happening in the local community and on the site. 

For me it was incredibly interesting to go to the different 
meetings such as the Trustee meeting, meet the adults with learning disabilities and go on the 
Butterfly and Glow Worm walks as they all gave me an insight into what goes on in the organisation, 
who is involved and some of the complexities which the Trust is faced with. 

It was good for Vicki and I to input some of our suggestions and ideas for the building and I hope 
these were helpful. It is hard to describe every detail. Simply hearing what John had to say about 
the organisation, the building, the ideas and the people involved sent me thinking and I felt intrigued 
by it all. And the bees! The lovely bees! Very interesting and definitely worth a look. I feel I know a 
great deal about them now.

I feel I have learned a lot from John. He has so many wonderful ideas and has great ambition. It is 
refreshing to meet someone like him. Working at the Linklater Pavilion has made me feel optimistic 
and given me more motivation to continue within the environmental field, complete my degree and 
get an interesting job at the end. Hopefully, I will be lucky enough to work somewhere as pleasant 
as The Railway Land Wildlife Trust.

I hope I can visit again in the near future to find out what is happening and hopefully help out again 
in some way. Many, many thanks and good luck for the future!

Ranger Report - Dan Ross

Green Flag Award:
The Railway Land has successfully received the Green Flag Award for the third year running. 
This national award is the result of judging by a panel of judges who visit the site and review the 
management plan for the nature reserve. It was judged to be one of the best managed in the 
country and received a glowing report. 

Higher Level Stewardship:
In June 2011 Lewes District Council successfully negotiated a 10 year Higher Level Stewardship 
(HLS) scheme with Natural England. This agreement covers 8 nature reserves and open spaces 
throughout the Lewes District. Part of the Railway Land is covered by this agreement. This includes 
the woodland, ponds and part of the old sidings. In the future it is hoped to add part of the meadows 
into the agreement, but negotiations are on-going on this basis. HLS provides annual funding for 
carrying out work that benefits wildlife. On the Railway Land we have secured funding to carry out 
scrub clearance, selective tree pruning and pollarding, pond restoration and reedbed management. 
Although the funding is modest, it provides a 10 year partnership with Natural England, and a 
structured programme of works delivered through a site management plan.
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The Azolla Weevil:
We have taken part in an experiment to control the invasive floating water fern, Azolla filiculoides. This 
has clogged some of our meadow ditches and woodland ponds this year with a thick pink mat that 
blocks the light. We have been working with CABI (Centre for Agricultural Bioscience International) 
using the North American weevil Stenopelmus rufinasus as a biological control for the plant. Use of 
biological control agents are strictly licensed in the UK, and this weevil is the result of many years 
of research. We hope that the weevil will prevent Azolla from dominating our wetland habitats in the 
future. 

Tree works:
Dutch elm disease (DED) has claimed a great number of the Elms in Sussex  this year, and readers 
may be aware of the extent of the problem in our District. On the Railway Land we have removed at 
least 20 trees which is up by about 70% on last year. 

Reptile surveys:
This year we have carried out a full season of reptile surveys, throughout the Reserve. This is done 
by placing reptile mats, or tins (1m2 corrugated iron) in sunny glades and banks, and looking under 
each tin throughout the summer when the weather is sunny. The interim results are encouraging with 
good grass snake, slow worm and common lizard counts so far. 

Practical habitat management:
Our summer volunteer groups, including our Meadow Minders have been carrying out regular 
practical habitat works on site, including the following tasks: 

• Tree sapling maintenance – weeding overgrowth from around our  spring tree saplings
• Pruning footpath overgrowth keeping our footpaths clear
• Clearing south facing glades within the woodland and reedbed
• Pruning willows self seeding in the reedbed
• Routine maintenance of the Reserve. 

Volunteers needed:
We would really like to recruit more volunteers to our monthly Meadow Minders 
group, as our Autumn work programme is a busy time. Please spread the word, or 
come along on the 1st Sunday of each month, meeting at 1:30pm at the entrance 
to the Railway Land on Railway Lane. All tools and training are provided on the 
day, and tasks vary throughout the year. 

Work during this autumn:
• We will be replacing the dead tree at the entrance to the Reserve, which was killed by rabbits in 

the early summer.
• A new interpretation board is being built and will be installed in late September
• We will be cutting the old sidings area in September with tractor and mower to maintain the 

grassland habitats
• We will carry out a step repair programme throughout the Reserve.
• Willow pollarding will take place on several large crack willows along the Winterbourne Stream.

If you have any questions about anything you have read, or would like more information, please 
contact me - Dan Ross, the Community Ranger on:

dan.ross@lewes.gov.uk or phone Lewes 484408.
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Informality is the name of the game

A significant aspect of the vision for the Linklater and its design is to foster chance meetings between 
groups of people and individuals and especially in relation to the adults with learning disabilities.

Meetings have included lunch with Sussex 
MSc students, Lucy Taylor and Rob Best who 
are on the Biodiversity Survey course run by 
Dr Alan Stewart of Biological Sciences at the 
University of Sussex.  

Their studying and training in the identification 
of plants and creatures on the reserve is 
so important given the need for accurate 
monitoring of species during a time of what 
many would claim is increasing environmental 
change and challenge.  The results of their 
work will be shared with us in due course.

Another chance meeting was with the Brighton Conservation Volunteers working on the site who 
were keen to see how the Linklater was coming along.   

The Nature Corridors group had just written a datastore 
entry in the morning so it was a great opportunity for 
Alec to show how this record was entered onto the 
web.

And when the Sussex Wildlife Trust hit 
squad came to help with the final part of the 
wildflower project, three of the group were 
able to share their powerpoint portfolios that 
record the involvement of each participant – 
some for over 6 years. 

Such encounters not only do much for the self-esteem of the participants but their audiences always 
come away impressed, enthusiastic and sometimes a little humbled.

John Parry
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Frog in the throat

When we designed the datastore for the website http://db.railwaylandproject.org/  the hope was 
that, in time, people would emerge with records that they would like to add themselves.  For the time 
being we want to keep this controlled in terms of an overall structure based on habitat compartments, 
seasons and a series of agreed fields and so plan to provide individual passwords to those who wish 
to enter records as opposed to just viewing them. 

It looks as if our first recorder will be Jonathan Tooley who has been taking some truly stunning 
photographs for several years, the first of which is now in the datastore (search under Chilly Brook, 
2011) but which is also shown here with Jonathan’s engaging caption.  Thank you Jonathan – and 
may this be the first of many!         John Parry

I had always thought that snakes 
swallowed their prey head first. Lacking 
venom or the power to constrict, it would 
seem that the direction of strike dictates 
which way the prey is swallowed. This 
female snake had already caught the 
frog when I first saw her. Her jaw had 
been dislocated to enable her to swallow 
the frog. I watched her for about 5 
minutes before she was disturbed by 
a much smaller male who appeared to 
sniff her tail. She disappeared into the 
undergrowth and he settled into the 
water with just his head showing. The 
picture was taken on the bank of the first 
ditch next to the bridge on the floodplain. 
My thanks to Brooks and Timmy (visiting 
from Ohio) for showing me the drama.

If you would like to be a contributor then do please get in touch with John Parry at info@
railwaylandproject.org.   
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