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Editorial: 
This newsletter contains reports of the 
various activities and events that have been 
held on the Railway Land since March. 
Pride of place must go to Robert Cash who 
raised £1650 by completing the RLWT 
walk on June 9th and being sponsored by 
friends, relatives and supporters. Robert, 
who feels very strongly about the value of 
the Nature Corridors for All project and 
who is a leading member of the team, also 
showed the rest of us how to increase the 
effectiveness of our fund raising by using 
the ‘just giving’ website.  As a result, his 
sponsorship is actually worth over £2000 to 
the Trust because of the gift aid tax rebate 
that the site effectively reclaims from the 
Inland Revenue. 
 
The atrocious weather on the 30th June 
didn’t deter 300 souls who braved the 
deluge to attend the River Festival. They 
were able to weave willow, study seeds and 
mini-beasts, listen to live music from 
Turning Green and Angels with Attitude 
and watch some spirited dancing from local 
schools. It actually made it easy to explain 
why we wanted to build the Linklater 
Pavilion and how it would enhance the 
work of the Trust and enable worthwhile 
and exciting community involvement in the 
town’s Local Nature Reserve and beyond.  
 
The publicity surrounding our various 
activities has brought us eleven new 
members and a number of individual 
donations from members of the public. It is 
you, our members though, who have been 
particularly generous when renewing 
subscriptions this year. We have been able 
to reclaim gift aid on most of your 
subscriptions and donations, and this 
extra funding helped us gain full 

planning permission for the Pavilion in 
June.  
 
To date we have raised £275,000, our aim, is 
to raise £225,000 by January 2008, so much 
of our energy is devoted to making fund 
raising appeals to local businesses, 
benefactors and national grant givers.  All 
we need are 22 benefactors prepared to give 
£10,000 (or 225 people prepared to donate 
£1,000) to see this community resource well 
on its way! We know we can run projects 
like Nature Corridors for All and involve the 
children and wider community of Lewes in 
active and practical study of and response to 
climate and environmental concerns.  
 
The flooding of central England this week 
has brought grim reminders to our 
community of 2000. This is the time to 
press ahead and get this Centre built. But 
we need your help! 
Pat Rigg 
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One Good Reason for the Pavilion! 
 

 
Robert Cash wrote on his website at 
www.justgiving.com 
 
I love doing conservation work on the 
Railway Land Wildlife Trust site with 
the  Nature’s Corridors For All group.   
 
We really need a building to give us a base 
with computers and John can leave his 
laptop there and other stuff he has to carry 
about. It will be warm and have toilets and 
refreshments and we can go there when it’s 
wet and keep our boots there. We can meet 
the school children and put up their work on 
the nature reserve, and our photos. Lots of 
people can use it and so can the birds and 
animals. People will be able to see what has 
been done and learn about flowers and 
birds.  
 
It will be good; there could be a lift for 
wheelchairs. The weather is changing; we 
can look at this and make plans. It’s very 
interesting and exciting. I want to help to 
make the building happen, that’s why 
I’m walking.   
  

 
I get by with a little help from my friends - Robert 
Cash accompanied up Kingston Ridge by his mum, 
Jean, and Paul Green 
 
All the people I meet on Nature's Corridors 
for All think it's a great idea so I’m walking 
for them too. I like all the people I work 

with very much and they work so hard to 
make good things happen for me. I want to 
do this to show how much they mean to me.  
Lots of love from Robert 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 
 

Saturday 6th October,  
Guided walk with River Bailiff Jim Smith, 
starting at Railway Lane at 1.00pm. 
Saturday 20th October  

  RLWT Children’s Sponsored Walk 
Saturday December 1st  

  RLWT Quiz Night 
 

 
The Minders’ Summer and Autumn 

Work Programme 
 

 
 
There are a busy few months coming 
up for the Minders. We could do with 
some help. 
 
First Sunday in August is the usual 
woodland glade work, particularly around 
the Swamp Cypress by the old monastic 
stew ponds. After that we will have three 
main projects to work on. The fence along 
the ditch at the north end of the water 
meadows needs moving to the opposite bank 
- which, given the extent of hawthorn and 
bramble overgrowth to be removed, is going 
to take quite some time. Across the river - 
and into the trees! 
 We must also do some important 
maintenance on Heart of Reeds; wonderful 
things, reed beds, but they need cutting back 
or the water channels vanish. We’ll scrounge 
boats from the Environment Agency, and 
experiment with various cutting tools. 
Anyone need their roof thatching? 
 
The Junior Management Board will also be 
starting restoration work on the old 
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Leighside pond, for which they have raised 
some pretty significant funds. Much of this 
work will be done by pupils from local 
schools, but we will provide extra time and 
muscle as required.  
We still meet by the Railway Lane gate at 
1.30 on the first Sunday of every month: 
all welcome. (Bring wellies).  
 
Longstanding volunteers are now rewarded 
with a green sweatshirt with our new badge, 
a startled mallard. (Some more inspired 
fundraising here, this time by Councillor 
O`Keeffe. Thanks, Ruth). 
 

 
Jon modelling the latest ‘must have’ Minders 
sweatshirt. If this doesn’t make you take up your 
billhooks nothing will! 
 
If you join us you will note that volunteers 
in their thirties, fifties and sixties are 
maintaining a site designed by 12-year-olds 
with advice from a lady who was born 
before WWII. If `community` means 
anything, this is probably what it should 
mean. 
 
Jon Gunson 
 
Editor’s note: Catch up on Jon’s ‘Minders 
Blogs’ on www.railwaylandproject.org and 
find choice nuggets like this: 
 
‘….I walked home by the river last night 
and saw 1 kestrel, 2 herons, 2 mute swans, 
1 cormorant and 7 little egrets. Oh, and I 
found the freshly-sloughed skin of a 3 foot 
grass snake.’ 
 

 
The new hedges on Chilly Brook 

 
 
It must have been the wettest day of the year 
when we planted the hedge on Chilly Brook. 
Dan, the ranger, had a lot of Hawthorn and 
Blackthorn whips for us to plant to make the 
hedge. We dug holes with spades, put the 
whips in and packed the soil back round the 
roots. Then we put a rabbit guard on each 
whip since there are rabbits on the Railway 
Land and they like young shoots and bark 
especially, because it is sweet. 
The meadows between the Railway Land 
and the River Ouse are divided up by 
ditches. These act like fences to keep the 
cattle in the part to be grazed but the ditches 
can’t cross the flood defence embankment so 
fences or hedges are needed there to 
continue the line of the ditch and keep the 
cattle in the correct part of the meadow.  
 
The old hedges are in poor condition so our 
new planting will improve them. We planted 
double rows of whips and hope these will 
make a really thick hedge. There will be 
berries for birds to eat and eventually shelter 
for their nests. The hedge will provide a 
habitat for other plants which in turn will 
attract animals such as field mice and 
butterflies. 
 
Nature Corridors 4 All Participants  
 
 

 
Liz Williams working with Alec planting whips on the  
19th July 2007 
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NC4All - French Exchange 

 
 
David, Jackie, Brian and Bryan went to 
France in June to visit St Aubin en Cauf. 
They spent a night there, and amongst many 
novel experiences assisted with rhubarb jam 
making, using fruit from the Guy Weber 
allotments. Jane McIntosh bought a jar 
when she visited in July and everyone at the 
St Nicholas Centre was able to try the 
delicious results. Go carts and bicycles can 
be rented at Guy Weber for use on the 
Avenue Verte, these proved a great 
attraction. 
 
There was a return visit the following week 
by the French who stayed for five days at 
Caburn Cottages. On the Tuesday all the 
participants went on a joint trip to 
Glyndebourne where they met and 
interviewed staff and were shown behind 
the scenes. John Parry and Mike Manktelow 
held a BBQ on Wednesday at Priory School 
for everyone.  

 
 
The French group recorded the girth of the 
railway poplar for the Woodland Trust 
Ancient Tree Hunt before returning to 
France - devant le deluge!.   

         
Pat Rigg 
 
 
 

The following article was sent to us as a 
note by the late Frank Penfold, one of the 
founders of the Sussex Wildlife Trust. 

 
 

 
Poplars on the Railway Land 

 
 
It seems appropriate that the Railway Land 
LNR has some special ‘Railway Poplars’. 
This name was coined by the well-known 
author of “A field Guide to the Trees of 
Britain and Northern Europe”, Alan 
Mitchell. This hybrid, named as var. 
Regenerata, was created by crossing Black 
Poplar Populus nigra and the eastern North 
American Cottonwood Populus deltoids. It 
proved quick-growing and hardy and was 
used as a screen on sites such as the railway 
embankments being built in the mid-
nineteenth century, and as such is a living 
link with our Victorian past. 
 
Male and female flowers bloom on separate 
trees with all Black Poplars. The hybrids are 
of one sex only and our variety is always 
female, with lime green flowers in catkins. 
The cottony seeds which gave the American 
tree its name are shed in June. This has 
sometimes made it unpopular in towns.  
 
There are five massive trees in the LNR 
which were lopped recently for safety 
reasons. One of them has a girth of 6m and 
is recognised as the largest in the British 
Isles (the champion) – so you must look 
after it! The Sussex Wildlife Trust has a 
conservation programme for the true native 
species, of which only 29 specimens have so 
far been recognised in the county. 
                                                  
Frank Penfold 
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Sponsored Walk Raises £6,150 for 

Pavilion 
 

 
As luck would have it the 9th June 2007 
dawned clear and bright and we were 
blessed with one of the warmest days of the 
year for the 15k Railway Land Sponsored 
Walk. About 23 people gathered at the 
entrance to the Railway Land including our 
original benefactor, Peter Mettyear; Robert 
Cash whose pledged sponsorship 
outstripped us all; and Lucy Pratt who was 
walking on behalf of the Greyfriars Court 
residents and had been sponsored largely by 
them. We were all determined to enjoy 
ourselves and raise money for the Linklater 
Pavilion. We were spurred on by news of 
two extremely generous donations of £1,000 
and £500 made by supporters who felt 
unable to walk, so we were certainly 
walking for them! 
 
Robert’s mother, Jean told us after the event 
‘Robert set out with great enthusiasm and 
showed determination in keeping up with 
the main group of walkers on the first 
section of his walk, much to my surprise.’  
 

 
 
A bonus for us all was the impromptu talk 
by a Trustee of the Lewes Priory Trust who 
just happened to be working in the herb 
garden and had her keys to the main site. 
We were all able to enjoy entering an area 
steeped in history. It was possible to 
imagine the vast size and height of the 
original abbey and I was fascinated to see 

the row of individual toilets for the monks!  
After a photo opportunity Robert insisted we 
got going as he didn’t want to miss his 
transport connection. 
 
We arrived at the first scheduled stop, pretty 
much together, and had a rest at Spring 
Barn Farm. Jean Gould who organized the 
walk was delighted when the owners offered 
to provide us with a resting place and with 
free drinks of squash as their contribution to 
the event.  The Trust are very appreciative of 
their generous support.  
 
Whilst most of the walkers went via The 
Street, in Kingston village and through the 
woods up the steep grassy slope to join the 
South Downs Way path at the top, Robert 
enjoyed his bumpy precipitous ride with the 
charming Mark, a South Downs Ranger 
(evidently so did Jean!) in his four-wheel 
drive up the Kingston Ridge to meet up with 
the group. 
 

 
 
Taking a lovely route through to the dry 
valley where the hamlet of Balsdean once 
stood we were met by Rendel Williams who 
gave us a brief history of the site, complete 
with old photos of the farm houses and  
wartime pictures of the damage done by 
Canadian and British troops that used the 
place for firing practice. We then walked to 
catch up with Robert and Jean who had been 
taken by Mark to the Castle Hill National 
Nature Reserve. We all enjoyed an excellent 
and informative talk on chalk downland 
flora by Rendel Williams, and ate our 
sandwiches in a sunny meadow surrounded 
by hundreds of orchids. We all sweated our 
way uphill back to Kingston Ridge quite the 
most difficult part of the day for Robert, 
where Mark met us again to give Robert an 
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even bumpier ride back down to Kingston.  
 
Eventually all the walkers made it back to 
the Railway Land albeit in dribs and drabs. 
Some of us suffered with dodgy knees on 
the steep decent from Kingston Ridge, and 
others dived into the Southover Hostelries 
for a pint. It was an absolutely scorching 
day! 
 
Jean Gould had sought sponsorship of the 
end of walk picnic tea from Watitrose who 
gave a £15 voucher and Crumbs who 
donated a delicious free tray of brownies. 
Cakes were also made by Belinda Kirby. 
Lucy had organised a supply of hot water 
for the tea from Greyfriars Court kitchens 
and joined by friends and supporters we all 
enjoyed a well-earned rest.  
 
On Robert’s website his mother wrote 
‘When we got home Robert asked for a 
glass of rose wine and went to sleep on the 
sofa.’ I hope one day he will be able to 
show you the Railway Land and hopefully in 
a few years the new Pavilion.’ 
 
This was probably one of the nicest ways I 
have ever raised money – a combination of 
good exercise and having fun with 
congenial company. All for a good cause! 
 
We will not know the final total raised for a 
few weeks, as there is still sponsorship 
coming in via the justgiving’ website and 
belated cheques from sponsors.  
      
Pat Rigg 

 
 

June 30th - Apres le deluge 
 

 
It was fine but insistent rain that fell at 9am 
as we put up the gazebos – at least it didn’t 
blow a gale!  
 

 
Dan shows the Committee the poster at our Site Walk. 
The NC4All project budget allowed for wider 
coverage of this event than we can normally afford as 
a small charity. 
 
Dan Ross and John Parry had put hours of 
effort into organising the first Lewes River 
Festival, a culmination of the third phase of 
the Nature Corridors for All Project. We 
refused to be beaten. It rained all morning 
whilst the yurt and the main marquee were 
erected, although at one point it stopped for 
about nine minutes and our spirits lifted.  
 
Undaunted, Sara Holmes set up her ‘Willow 
Weaving’ display and equipment on the path 
by the mound, and the Action in Rural 
Sussex Bus backed into position beside the 
JMB wildflower garden. Dr Richard 
Osmond’s van ‘Hi Tech Wild Trek Mobile 
Workshop’ splashed through the puddles to 
join David Bradford and his photo 
exhibition, Peter Hodge and Derek 
Lamport’s ‘insects and water creatures’, 
Jenifer Barton’s ‘seed and wild flower 
competition’ and the NC4All’s Africa 
warbler flight jigsaw game - all of whom 
were in their respective tents/gazebos.  
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Alex Kirby introduces the JMB Poster Launch 
 
By 1.30 when we had gathered to hear Alex 
Kirby introduce the JMB and the unveiling 
of their poster on the importance of water to 
man and beast, the heavens opened.  It 
poured all afternoon and reached a 
crescendo as we struck camp at 4.30.  
 
Someone muttered during the morning as 
we feared for our sanity, ‘the good people of 
Lewes come out whatever the weather’ and 
John Webber said his open garden had 
attracted several hundred despite appalling 
weather the previous weekend.  
 

 
Two determined revellers splosh for Lewes! 
 
They were right. We counted about 300 
people during the afternoon, a great number 
were family groups, small children dressed 
for ‘wet play’ delighted in huge muddy 
puddles, the face painting that was offered 
by the Play Council was a huge attraction as 
were all the ‘shows’ and activities braving 
an increasing wind as well as driving rain. 
 
Turning Green played two excellent sets in 
the main marquee and Angels with Attitude 
showed they were made of stern stuff and 
sang despite the weather. 
 

 
Turning Green play under canvas 
 
Primary school children from Rodmell and 
The Pells gave a performance of their 
Creatures of the Railway Land dances. They 
and their teachers were unfazed by having to 
alter their plans and perform in a much 
smaller space with less than perfect traction 
for their feet. 
 

 
Frogs emerge from the water in perfect weather! 
 
At our information base, set up in the centre 
of what would be the Pavilion, we showed 
plans of the proposed pavilion and a 
photomontage of it in situ. This really 
captured people’s interest and we got a 
number of new signatures in support of our 
plans.  
 

Neil Merchant and Anne Parry stand in what would 
be the centre of the proposed pavilion and explain 
our plans. 
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The fact that we have now got planning 
permission and are in the stage of getting 
detailed costings of the different elements of 
the building makes this project seem within 
touching distance. Each of us has our 
particular pet interest, for some it is the 
research and investigative side of climate 
change and environmental issues, for some 
it is the chance to enthuse children and 
engage the community in the drive to 
change our ways before it is too late. Others 
are - as Alex Kirby wrote in newsletter 56 
‘the people determined to be totally 
unreasonable in protecting what matters.’ 
 

 
The Poster, sponsored by the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
is unveiled.  
 
The significance of the JMB’s water 
conservation poster launch on such a 
spectacularly wet day was not lost on us as 
Alex made clear the connection between 
their innovative thinking and creativity and 
the potential that the Pavilion would release.  
 
 Four young people representing the JMB, 
Amy Watkinson, Beth Sedgwick, Christy 
Cairns, and Declan O Keeffe introduced 
their poster and shared the very positive 
responses they had received from Chris 
Drury, Norman Baker, Buckingham Palace, 
No 10, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Patrick Capper from Viridor Waste 
Management and Professor James 

Lovelock, Companion of Honour and 
originator of the Gaia Theory. 
 

 
 
Having applied for and won a grant from 
Young Roots Heritage Lottery Fund, the 
JMB are now ready for the second phase of 
the project which is the restoration of a 
wildlife pond, once part of Leighside House 
gardens and now overgrown and 
inaccessible in the woodland. They are 
passionate about their community, 
environment and world. We want to widen 
this kind of participation through our work 
with schools and JMB representatives.  
 

 
Christy and Beth at work with John Parry on their 
poster and letter to leaders in the dry at Greyfriars 
Court. We know we could unlock so much more 
creativity if we had a permanent building 
 
We need the pavilion in order to do this!  
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It was very good to have representatives of 
the Sussex Ouse Conservation Society in 
attendance at the Festival, and we will 
continue to forge links with groups with 
whom we share common interests. 
 

 
 
We decided to postpone the advertised 
closing event, a guided walk with River 
bailiff Jim Smith until 6th October. It will 
start at Railway Lane at 1.00pm. 
 
Although it was disappointing that all the 
activities we laid on were enjoyed by 
relatively few people and under difficult 
circumstances, we are determined to hold 
similar events in the future. The fourth 
phase of NC4All will end next summer with 
an Anglo/French sponsored relay/walk, led 
by the participants along the Vanguard Way 
and the Avenue Verte. Lets hope for more 
clement weather!   
 
Pat Rigg 
 

 
The RLWT Charity Auction 

18th May 2007 
 

 
Ann Thomas very kindly offered to 
organise a Charity Auction to help the Trust 
raise money for the Linklater Pavilion, and 
we are very grateful to her for the expertise 
and effort she put into this event which was 
held on 18th May.  

 
Julian Dawson takes offers from the floor 
 
Julian Dawson generously gave his time 
and skill to  auction gifts and promises 
provided by RLWT members, well-wishers 
and friends and Ann called on her contacts 
from previous events to swell the total of 
‘Lots’. 
 
We had to hire Southover Grange and apply 
for a drinks and events  licence, so the Trust 
incurred costs of £259. Working on a 
shoestring budget made it difficult to 
sanction spending a lot of money on 
advertising, but we got press coverage in the 
Sussex Express, and Lewes News and we 
put posters up in all our usual shops and 
businesses and public buildings as well as in 
the front windows of private homes. The 
evening raised a total of £2415, and although 
we felt that some items went too cheaply to 
dealers, some very generous people made 
the event a success.  
Pat Rigg 
 

 
Bio-diversity 

Sharing wisdom and common 
knowledge  

 
  
Collecting wild flowers, pressing and 
identifying them and then mounting them in 
a scrapbook is no longer a popular leisure 
pursuit. It could be argued that TV, 
computer games and the internet have 
absorbed much of our “spare” time. 
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Curiosity is not dampened in Lewes!  
 
However our experience in running a couple 
of quizzes recently suggests that the interest 
in the natural environment is still there and 
that people really do want to know more 
about it. 
 
At the June River Festival we had a group 
of wild flowers for visitors to identify. 
Many were from the Railway Land but all 
were from the local area. Children, families 
and grandparents all enjoyed having a go 
and lots of memories were exchanged such 
as making catapults from the flowering 
heads of Ribwort Plantain and which of the 
Hogweed family make the best pea 
shooters. 
 
We learned some things too, not having 
known that the transparent “windows” on 
the leaves of Perforate St. John’s Wort are 
oil glands and that their secretion is used as 
a herbal remedy – the natural Prozac -
although recent research advises caution 
over its use. 
 
This ability of naturally occurring 
substances to improve our health and cure 
our aches and pains is clearly of great 
interest to many people who are anxious 
about our increasing use of synthetic drugs. 
But we were encouraged by the desire of 
those we talked with to know more about 
their environment and how we can manage 
it so that the rich diversity of species is 
maintained at least in areas like the Railway 
Land. 
 

The quiz we ran at the LDC Seedy Saturday 
event was equally well received but because 
of the time of year, had to be different. There 
aren’t too many wild flowers in bloom in 
February but we collected 20 seeds and 
fruits for visitors to identify. Again there 
was plenty of discussion about dispersal and 
uses, and people were intrigued to know that 
Teasel heads were used well into the 19th 
century to brush the surface of worsted cloth 
to give it a good finish. 
 
We had one competitor who gave us 20 
correct answers, all in Latin, but for many 
others it was an opportunity to talk about the 
specimens and find out more. There were 3 
though which caused a lot of head scratching 
and puzzlement, they were: 
 
Spindle tree – Euonymus europaeus - a 
hedgerow shrub found mainly on calcareous 
soils. In a mixed hedge it is not very 
conspicuous in Spring and Summer when 
the leaves, at first glance, could be mistaken 
for privet; in fact they are slightly toothed 
round the margin and are set on a 4 angled 
stem. In Autumn though it comes into its 
own, the leaves turning reddish and the 
fruits, which have developed from 
inconspicuous greenish white flowers, are 4 
lobed and bright pink, the colour of Brighton 
rock. When the fruits split open pink seeds 
are exposed. 
 
Stinking Iris or Roast-beef plant – Iris 
foetidissima – is another plant usually found 
on calcareous soils where it grows in large 
clumps in hedgerows or not too densely 
shaded woodland. It is an evergreen 
perennial and the dark green leaves when 
bruised smell very unpleasant – hence the 
name. The dull grey – purple flowers give 
way to heavy green capsules which split into 
3 segments to reveal bright orange fleshy 
seeds. 
 
Butcher’s broom – Ruscus aculeatus – is an 
evergreen shrub found in the under-storey in 
woodland including the Railway Land 
woods. It is a strange plant with stem 
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branches or cladodes looking very much 
like veined leaves and ending in a sharp 
spine. The true leaves are reduced to tiny 
scales on the upper surface of the cladodes 
and small white flowers develop in the axils 
of these scales. Male and female flowers are 
produced on separate plants and after 
pollination red berries develop from the 
female flowers. 
The Railway Land Ruscus bushes have not 
produced any berries so next Spring we 
shall check whether they represent a boy’s 
club and are in need of a little female 
company. 
 
Jenifer Barton & Leonie Mercer 
 

 
Your Opinion Please 

 
 
Several members have suggested we 
produce cards of the Railway Land and its 
flora and fauna for sale. Others have said 
they would like to buy tee shirts or 
sweatshirts with the RLWT logo on them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Both of these ideas could be very good 
ways of raising money for the Pavilion. 
 
Would you be interested in ordering 
packs of greetings cards? They would 
retail at about £6 for four different views.  
 
I’d need to gauge likely orders before 
proceeding with either of these fund raising 
ideas. 
 
Please let me know your thoughts by email 
at   rigg@patspur.demon.co.uk or write to 
me at the company address listed on the 
front page under the newsletter masthead. 
 

 
Chilly Brook Maintenance 

 
 
Jon Gunson, Dave Sykes and Dan Ross are 
determined to get the Chilly Brook fences 
sorted out and to prepare for the ditch 
dredging operation which we have planned 
for September / October this year. We have 
set aside the funds and have agreement on 
what to do and Dan has made sterling efforts 
to get a reasonable quote for the work. 
 
The newly planted hedges are taking well 
despite a lot of the plastic guards having 
been licked off by the cattle!  We intend to 
remove the remaining broken fence on the 
north side of Chilly Brook and use hedge 
and post and wire fencing to control cattle, 
but on the south side we intend to restore the 
traditional post and rail fencing and reinstate 
the squeeze stile. We feel, as responsible 
landowners, we want to maintain the look of 
our field boundaries whilst recognising that 
young bullocks require robust fence control. 
The responsibility for the rest of the fencing 
and stiles along the riverside path lies with 
others, but we fully intend to keep our land 
appropriately fenced. 
 

 
Signal Box Facelift 

 
 
Early on Sunday 3rd of June the signal box 
got a good scrub down with detergent and 
the glorious morning sun (yes, there was 
some good weather this summer) dried it 
ready for Pat Rigg, John Parry and David 
Sykes to begin work. All morning, the trio 
scraped, rubbed, filled and gossiped. 
 
By the end of the afternoon all the visible 
sides had a new shining coat of paint, there 
were very few dribbles and splashes and the 
sunburned team stood back and admired 
their handiwork with considerable 
satisfaction. The weather held for the next 
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few days and David Sykes was able to 
finish the high East side and put the new 
steel security plate on the wheelchair door. 
 

 
Sartorial elegance is vital when gossiping!  
 
Volunteers will be needed in three or four 
years time for the same surprisingly 
satisfying piece of work on our glorious 
little building. 
 
David Sykes 
 

 
RLWT Acquisitions 

 
 
The Trust now owns a number of interesting 
visual images which we can only share with 
members and the public at special events 
such as our AGM the Societies Fair and 
public exhibitions. Of course we long for a 
place to house them where anyone in the 
community can use them for research, and 
personal interest.  We have now built up a 
sequence of huge aerial photographs printed 
on foam mats and centred on the Reserve, 
but they include the Cliffe and lower part of 
Lewes. These now form an interesting 
archive of the changes in land use, 
vegetation and of course buldings. The 
photos were taken in 1964, 1987, and 2000 
We are about to acquire a photo from a 
different source, taken last year, which 
features the Heart of Reeds, and in 2009 we 
will purchase the next proposed ‘run’ by the 
company. 
 

We also own a short film taken in 1988 
showing the site before Court Road was 
developed and a fascinating copy of a 2006 
helicopter flight showing the entire length of 
the Ouse from Barcome Viaduct down to 
Newhaven. 
 
At www.railwaylandproject.org in the 
photo gallery you can access a variety of 
archive images and some of the David 
Bradford photographs of the flora and fauna. 
Over the next few months we will be adding 
a considerable amount of data and images to 
this site, so please bookmark the site and 
return to browse through a wealth of 
fascinating material.  
 
 

 
Chairman’s Corner 

 
 
The double page outer spread bringing you 
up to date on the latest developments in the 
Linklater Pavilion – centre for the study of 
environmental change, is printed this way so 
that we can use it in a variety of 
publications. You, our members will be the 
first to see it and we hope will put it to good 
use. 
 
We have done the ground work, the business 
plan is sound, the building is innovative and 
as carbon neutral as we can make it. The 
educational ideas are first rate and cutting 
edge, the building will host activities and 
events that will reflect the needs and 
aspirations of the people of Lewes and its 
hinterland. It is now or never. 
 
Please share this document with friends and 
neighbours and talk about the project with 
anyone you meet. 225 people donating a 
£1,000 would make all the difference. Help 
us sell this idea and make it a reality. 
 
John Parry 


