
Editorial: 
What a summer!  The Sunday openings in May and June brought 
643 visitors to the Linklater.  The ‘Trash Up Festival’ afternoon which 
kickstarted the ‘Treasures from Trash’ exhibition attracted well over 
600, and a further 1,278 people visited the exhibition in July and 
August. 

What was so rewarding as a ‘sitter’ was that the exhibition attracted a 
whole new clientelle to the Linklater and the Reserve and how many 
visitors made return visits as there was so much to see. Obviously the 
workshops made it an interactive experience for the young, but there 
was also much adult discussion too.The visitors’ book was filled with 
positive responses, and I have listed a few examples on the right. 
On the last afternoon a visitor added this wonderful final comment ‘A 
message of hope. The global meeting of the ingenious, the comic, the 
fantastic and the downright useful. Thank you. Fabulous.’ 

As we take our breath, and use the opportunity for some repair work 
and internal decoration, we are also preparing for the extension of 
our education projects with schools and the Nature Corridors group. 
During the late Autumn and Winter months we hold fundraising events 
that help pay for the running costs which can’t be funded by grants. 
For the last three years John Parry has led on this with the Month of 
Sundays series, he has now handed over the reins to me, and my first 
series is entitled ‘4@the Linklater’. There will be four events held 
on Sunday afternoons at 4pm, entry £5 - but with the added attraction 
of tea and home made cake!  The first two are illustrated talks:
on 19th October, Cat Fletcher will continue the summer theme of 
recycling with a talk entitled Waste is just a resource in the 
wrong place. 
Cat is a community waste activist and a founder of UK’s online reuse 
network Freegle (1.8 million members). She will inspire you to ‘think 
outside the bin’ while explaining her role in procuring the materials 
for the Brighton Waste House – a collaborative award winning eco 
building (designed by Lewes architect Duncan Baker-Brown and built 
with 90% so called waste)......
and on 16th November Phil Everitt of the Sussex Peregrine 
Study will outline a century of work with these magnificent birds and 
get us close up to the breeding pair that soar over the Railway Land 
and Lewes.
I look forward to seeing you, please bring friends and neighbours and 
support the work of the Trust.
Pat Rigg, Editor
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There’s no such thing 
as rubbish - just raw 
materials waiting to be 
made into something
There was a lot of food 
for thought here. All 
councillors should take 
notice. Well done. Chair 
LDC
We love the cockerels 
& the folded rolled 
paper trays / waste 
paper baskets. So 
colourful and fun. 
Thank you for bringing all 
this up-cycling together and 
displaying it so beautifully.
If only we could 
transform our 
throwaway society. 
You are helping to 
inspire the next 
generation
I love that you 
are still making 
prolific use of my 
eldest brother’s 
logo designed in 
Southover.  A long 
time ago....Ben Mobbs
Great fun, lovely simple but 
smart activity, thank you.
Another brilliant and 
thought provoking exhibition 
- interestingly staged in 
the pioneering Linklater 
Pavilion which we were most 
impressed with....
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....From the Director - Takeoff Time!
All the hard work that went into our applications to East Sussex County Council Adult Social Care 
and another body that we will announce in the Autumn has paid off and we are now in an excellent 
position to improve and expand both our educational programme and our inclusive provision for the 
Nature Corridors group of adults with learning disabilities.

The East Sussex funding of our work with this group is, frankly, astonishing and a vindication of the 
approach we have taken.  In addition to our original bid, the Commissioner suggested that we should 
take on two members of staff to assist the Director as they recognised the burden that had fallen 
upon me and did not wish to see the project fail.  They therefore offered us a two day volunteer/
project co-ordinator and a ten hour support worker role to start in May 2015.

It is a major landmark for the Trust to take on employees (the Directorship is currently on a freelance 
/ volunteer basis) and much recent effort has gone into taking advice on several fronts from Human 
Resources’ legislation to recruiting new trustees in the Autumn.

These are exciting and challenging times and sometimes I can almost physically feel the support of 
visitors and yourselves.  I can’t stress enough how critical and important this is.  Together we have 
created something unusual but increasingly valued.

A recent visitor said that she has watched the entire build of the Linklater and so admired the 
gradual way we had engaged with the community – a steady stream of activities building on solid 
experience, thought and planning.  This was music to my ears, as that had been the plan from the 
start – to build trust and partnerships over time and not to go off like a fire cracker and then fizzle out!

On another front, we have been making steady progress on the chalk display and the rocks on the 
outside walls now that Professor Rory Mortimore is standing down from his busy role as Geological 
Association President.  Rory’s very talented nephew has been helping us with the filming by using 
a drone which will give us some spectacular shots of the cliffs that tell such an important climate 
change story.  As a taster, I include a shot here from the drone looking over our sedum roof and the 
trees towards the Downs – isn’t it fascinating to get this birds eye view? 
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Talking of a bird’s eye view, my family gave me a surprise treat for my 65th birthday – not something 
to do often in terms of energy use  -  a helicopter trip along the coast and up the Ouse valley.  And 
the result is a clip we have been showing on the Linklater Smartscreen of the Railway Land from 
the air – and it looks magnificent – our green space coming right into the heart of the town.

Ruth and Neil Thomson’s knowtrash exhibition has been a great success bringing in many people 
who did not know of us and generating interest and discussion.  We are so grateful to Ruth and 
Neil and to Trevor Watson of the Smarter Living Network – it has been a pleasure working with 
them.

Finally, the wonderful group 
of young people working on 
the sea level rise initiative 
have come up with a name 
for themselves which proved 
how worthwhile it was to give 
them time to think about it!  
After 4 months, they came up 
with the wonderful.... 
Linklater Rats – Raising 
Awareness of Tides and 
Sea levels.  

Isn’t that brilliant!

John Parry
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Ranger’s Report

Green Flag Award

I’m delighted to report that the Railway Land has been 
awarded the Green Flag Award for the fifth consecutive 
year! The award, handed out by environmental charity Keep 
Britain Tidy, recognises and rewards the best parks and 
green spaces across the country.

The award confirms that the site has met the international standard in areas such as sustainability, 
conservation, community involvement and management. I’d like to say a big thank you to all the 
volunteers who make this possible including the Meadow Minders, Nature Corridors and the Railway 
Land Wildlife Trust. 

Recovering from the floods

The dipping platform has sadly been out of action for most of the year. The extensive flooding that 
we experienced at the beginning of the year caused it to rise out of the sediment at the bottom of the 
pond making it unsafe for use. It’s taken the water nearly four months to fall below levels where the 
repairs could be carried out safely. The platform has now been secured deeper into the sediment 
which means it should be able to withstand similar levels of flooding in the future. 

Autumn and winter habitat management

• Scrub clearing from the LDC meadows ditch banks.
• Reed and scrub clearance around Leighside Pond and Heart of Reeds.
• Grass cutting the old railway sidings and open area.
• Tree works in the woodland areas.
               Daniel Fagan

Below: Flying the flag for open spaces

Daniel Fagan the LDC Ranger on the annual 
Trustees’ site walk
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Dogs and the Railway Land 
As you may know, for years we have tried hard 
to limit the effect of dogs and especially their 
mess on the Railway Land through a variety of 
means - from signs designed by children who 
feel incredibly strongly about the problem, to 
friendly meetings with dog owners.

Yet it is distressing to hear from the contractors 
that cut the grass along the edge of paths is 
that what they dread most is the throwing up 
of dog mess into their visors as they work - 
and that the Railway Land is one of the worst 
places for this.

Furthermore, next year we will be undertaking 
very exciting educational work relating to the 
life underwater in the ponds and Heart of Reeds 
with school groups, and we are concerned 
at the use of these natural habitats by many 
dogs that are left off the lead. Some owners 
encourage their dogs to chase balls and leap 
into the water, ignoring the fact that this is a 
Nature Reserve.

For this reason we would be interested to have 
members’ views on this as evidence that may 
be useful to Lewes District Council who own 
the land. 

In particular…

Would members support the use of strict 
signage prohibiting dogs from the ponds, 
ditches, the Winterbourne and Heart of 
Reeds especially during the nesting season 
and fixed penalties notices for not picking 
up mess after their dogs?

Please send your views to us at 
info@railwaylandproject.org

John Parry
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‘Light, Life, Leaf, Leap’ - Tom Walker’s community art work in 
memory of the late Dr Alison Jolly is unveiled at the Linklater.
 
During July at the Foundry Gallery, Tom Walker’s exhibition ‘Secrets of the Dust 3’ linked with 
the Linklater by hosting part of the ‘Treasures from Trash’ display.  Visiting school groups were 
encouraged to create pastel leaves using templates, and many adults added their versions. On the 
26th July, Tom was ferried down the Ouse by Dave Sykes to the amazement of onlookers on Cliffe 
Bridge. At the Linklater, he disembarked clutching his leaf-case and disappeared into the undercroft..
Tom’s secret design was created on ten panels in his Cooksbridge studio. Elephant Print then 
created printed boards which were fixed to the ceiling in time for the unveiling 
party held at the end of the Treasures from Trash exhibition on Augtust 31st . 

This was an opportunity to thank the volunteers who gave up hours of their time to 
keep the Linklater open to the public and to celebrate with Ruth and Neil Thomson 
their brilliantly creative and inventive engagement with the public.

 



Alison Jolly - the gentle path maker
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(photos above) © Nick Robinson

Paul Vitello in the NY Times wrote,  Alison ‘pioneered a brand of environmental activism that has helped 
preserve vast, fecund sections of Madagascar.’ She ‘persuaded Madagascar’s frequently unstable 
governments to expand wilderness preserves that are home to lemurs and thousands of other species 
of animals and plants found nowhere else. She later wrote a series of children’s books in hopes of 
raising environmental awareness among the country’s young. The books chronicle the adventures of 
Ako, Tik Tik and Bitika, lemurs that confront daily environmental threats.’ David Attenborough, who 
featured her in his natural history programmes for the BBC, said in a recent tribute, “Not only lemurs, 
but the people and land of Madagascar captured her heart.”

This magnificent artistic tribute to Alison’s work with lemurs and an accompanying board which 
describes Alison’s contribution to environmental issues will be on permanent display in the undercroft. 

The pop-up picnic was bathed in evening 
sun (left). 

(below)Ruth and Neil sampling Harvey’s 
best 

Richard Jolly and  daughter Margaretta reveal the ceiling panels



BHee Eco Schools Conference
On July 9th, the Linklater Pavilion was proud to host a 
conference for pupils from schools in Brighton and Hove, 
organised by the Brighton & Hove environmental education 
project (BHee).  The yearly BHee Eco-Schools conference 
is an opportunity for pupils to celebrate their schools’ 
achievements, share ideas with each other and learn 
something new from local experts. The aim is for pupils 
to return to school brimming with ideas to share with their 
classmates, teachers and families. 
This year’s conference was attended by nine Brighton & 
Hove schools, with 52 pupil delegates aged from 6 to 15 
years old. All were members of their school’s Eco Committee, 
a very important role in which pupils are responsible for 
leading their school’s environmental projects. The timing of 
the conference was planned to coincide with the opening of 
the fantastic Treasure from Trash exhibition, so the Pavilion 
was looking its best. Just as importantly, the weather was 
kind, and pupils were able to enjoy exploring the habitats of 
the Railway Land nature reserve without the need for wellies 
or waterproofs!  

Our Biosphere
Rich Howarth from Brighton & Hove City Council set the tone for the day 
with an inspiring key note speech introducing the Brighton and Lewes 
Downs Biosphere. Recently recognised by UNESCO as a world class 
environment, the Biosphere covers almost 400 square kilometres of land 
and sea, bringing together the three environments of countryside, coast, 
and cities / towns. Pupils discovered that their Eco-Schools work is part of 
a local drive to bring people and nature closer together and to look after 
and improve our local environment.

Workshops
Schools were paired to take part workshops provided by a range of local eco ‘experts’, giving them 
the opportunity to learn alongside pupils from other schools. With the sun shining and a gentle breeze 
blowing, everybody enjoyed getting outside into the reserve. Younger pupils loved pond dipping and 
making dragonflies out of natural materials, while older students were inspired by John Parry about 
the concept of Ecosystem Services.
Thanks to the conference’s great outdoor workshop leaders:
John Parry of the Railway Land Wildlife Trust
Rich Howarth of Brighton & Hove City Council
Hannah Norton of the South Downs National Park
Katie Eberstein of BHee and the Sussex Wildlife Trust

Other workshops explored the wonderful Treasure from Trash 
exhibition and how, with a bit of creativity, objects that some 
people consider to be ‘rubbish’ can be used again. Particularly 
popular was junk percussion, during which pupils composed a 
rousing Biosphere Rap and played instruments made from old 
oil drums, pipes and floorboards!
The afternoon started with a ‘musical extravaganza’ held in 
the ground floor of the Linklater, when the whole conference 
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joined in with the rap. The dust from instrument banging and foot stamping added to the celebratory 
atmosphere, and John was very relieved the fire alarms did not go off!
Many thanks to the ‘trash’ workshop providers:
Ed from Moving Sounds
Ruth and Neil from Knowtrash

Sharing Eco-Schools ideas
Each school brought to the conference a photograph 
showing one aspect of their Eco-Schools work, which 
was displayed in the Linklater alongside the Treasure 
from Trash exhibits. The photos formed the basis for 
some enthusiastic sharing of ideas between schools, and 
pupils voted for the shot that they found most inspiring. 
Congratulations to Somerhill Juniors (see right) who won 
the prize for their image of foxes playing in their school 
grounds, taken using an infra-red camera.

Feedback from schools
Feedback about the conference from both pupils and teachers was enthusiastic. All agreed that the 
Linklater Pavilion and Railway Land nature reserve provided a brilliant location for an inspiring day. 
Many commented that they would like to return to the Linklater with their families, perhaps during the 
school summer holidays so they could explore the Treasure from Trash exhibition further.

“Just to say thank you so much for today’s conference. It was a fantastic day and brilliantly organised. 
All the activities were pitched appropriately and definitely inspired us. Based on what they learnt, my 
children have decided to create a ‘pollination station’ as the school’s next Eco-Schools project, and 
we’re hoping to work on this with the Eco Team from Somerhill Juniors. Thanks again - can I sign up 
for next year already?!” Teacher, Davigdor Infant School

“The introductory talk about the Brighton and Lewes Downs Biosphere was excellent! It was great 
that the students were able to experience a variety of activities. We particularly enjoyed the walk 
around the reserve.” Teacher, Dorothy Stringer School

Helen Peake, BHee Education Officer and 
organiser of the event, was thrilled at how the 
day went.
“Thank you so much for welcoming us to the 
Linklater Pavilion for our recent BHee Eco-
Schools conference. It was the perfect venue 
for our event, and it was fantastic having John 
and Thurstan’s expert knowledge to provide a 
challenging workshop for our older students. 

We’d love to work with you again in the future – especially if you 
can guarantee another day of lovely weather!”

PS (see left) Thank you to Lewes Waitrose for generously donating 
fruit juice lollies for everybody to enjoy at lunchtime!
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Treasure from Trash - Trash up Festival

The Exhibition opened on the 6th July with a Festival supported by Lewes Town Council and 
the Smarter Living Network, that attracted over 600 people.  There were stalls selling recycled 
products, activities and games for children and music provided by Aftershave. Food and drink was 
also available and it was a great free event for families. With financial support from Chalk Cliff 
Trust, Ruth and Neil Thomson invited local artisans to join them in offering 11 upcycling workshops 
for children aged 3 and upwards during the next two months. 

‘I loved making a boat.’ Ezra Hill, aged 6

‘The kids’ workshops are brilliant. Wish there were more....’

‘I really enjoyed the workshop and it was great learning a new skill.’

‘AWESOME!!  I HAD A BRILLIANT TIME  SOOOOO FUN!!! ABSOLUTELY AMAZING’

‘A great exhibition and a chance to make some inspiring things - thank you.’

‘Thank you for giving me the opportunity to be involved in this amazing exhibition. It’s 
inspired me to travel, create, recycle and think outside the box.’ Martina Tighe, workshop 
provider
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Treasure from Trash - Family Workshops
Family workshops added a lively local dimension to our globally 
sourced exhibition.

The workshops were held weekly throughout July and August, 
offering a wide variety of upcycling projects, including plastic 
container paddle boats, upcycled jewellery, trashbots (made from 
scrap wood, electrical and electronic discards and other oddments), 
tetrapak wallets, rag rugs, weaving with plastic bags and reclaimed 
yarns, clock, puppet and toy making. 

Every workshop was full to 
capacity with adults (dads, 
mums, carers & grandparents) 
working alongside their children 
with avid concentration, total 
engagement and eagerness. 

Everyone was delighted to 
learn new skills, play with 
unexpected materials and, in 
many cases, feel free to let their 
imaginations run rip. These 
photos show you something of 

the workshops’ atmosphere and achievements.

The workshops were run by local artists, craftspeople or educators, who 
all welcomed this opportunity and who also gained something themselves 
from the experience of the exhibition.

Feedback from the workshops was universally positive, from adults as well as children. The delighted 
grins on children’s faces as they left clutching their morning or afternoon’s work were a pleasure to 
see.  The exhibition finished on Sunday 31st August with a pop up picnic, music by  ‘Aftershave’, beer 
donated by Harveys - and was followed by the unveiling of the memorial to Dr Alison Jolly.                   

Ruth Thomson
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Seen on the Reserve
 
On 31st July we, (the 3Js), paused from our plant survey 
to admire a brood of spectacular yellow and black striped 
caterpillars chomping their way through the leaves of a group of 
Common Ragwort plants. These creatures are great survivors 
and once they have finished with one plant, are capable of 
marching on to the next, but if no other suitable food plant is 
nearby they are not above a bit of cannibalism and their siblings 
no doubt taste good.
Ragwort is probably the most commonly selected food plant 
for the larvae of the Cinnabar Moth when the day-flying red 
and black adult lays its eggs in May or June. It may seem a 
strange choice of food for its young since Ragwort contains 
alkaloid toxins, harmful or even fatal to many species but the 
caterpillars tolerate these and rather than getting rid of them 
actually accumulate them in their tissues. The caterpillars’ 
bright colour and nasty taste and smell serve as a warning, 
deterring most would-be predators, Cuckoos being a notable 
exception. 

Like many of our common weeds, Ragwort was introduced in the late 
C18 probably in a consignment of plants sent from its native Sicily by 
a collector. The plants were recorded in the Oxford Botanic Garden but 
quickly spread throughout England since the yellow daisy-like flowers 
produce masses of feathery seeds light enough to be dispersed on air 
currents. These germinate readily even on poor soil and have colonised 
habitats ranging from WW2 bombsites to agricultural pasture. In the latter 
they pose a risk for horses and cattle, the toxins in their young leaves 
causing damage to liver cells, jaundice and a staggering gait often proving 

fatal. These symptoms have given rise to common names for Ragwort like Stagger-wort but in some 
places it is also known as Stinking Willie and Mare’s fart.
Generally animals are selective grazers and avoid the fresh leaves, certainly those on mature plants, 
but if Ragwort finds its way into hay, the toxins are still present and pose a serious risk to livestock. 
Farmers therefore have been keen to get rid of this weed; there are chemicals which will limit it, but 
pulling, avoiding contact with the skin, and then burning the plants is an alternative, less harmful to 
the environment. Biological control has also been tried; one notable example being in New Zealand 
where Ragwort had been introduced and had spread to nuisance level. Cinnabar Moth caterpillars 
were bred in a laboratory and released to eat the troublesome weed. Unfortunately there was an 
unexpected consequence, native birds did not recognise the warning signs and feasted on the 
caterpillars, succumbing to their toxins and depleting their own numbers.
So how do we respond to Ragwort here on the Reserve? We have been fairly tolerant so far and 
numbers of the plant remain quite low. We see a bit of biological control exercised by caterpillars of 
the attractive day-flying Cinnabar Moth, bees collect the pollen suffering no harm provided they do it 
in moderation, rabbits are probably our main grazers and given the choice of leaves probably shun 
Ragwort with its unpleasant taste. It’s an alien to keep an eye on but at present not one of our more 
troublesome ones.                Jenifer Barton

......and from Beryl Wilkins
‘Must share this with you – was by Dipping Pond with two birdwatcher friends, one of which saw 
through binoculars, a reed warbler (or reed bunting) feeding a fledgling cuckoo which was sitting on 
a branch – also a kingfisher flew across while this was happening.’

photo © Banstead Common Conservators

photo © A Dale
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Nicola Peel - Equadorian Amazon Revisited
You may remember from our last Newsletter that Nicola Peel was scheduled to give a talk last month. 
What she had to say was so inspirational that it seemed a good idea to share an outline with those of 
you who were not with us that evening at The Linklater.

Nicola’s focus is on solutions and what we can do to be part of the change that we want to see in the 
world. Her field of activity is the Ecuadorian Amazon where she spends several months each year.  
She sees first hand the deadly legacy of pollution from Texaco’s oil drilling which pollutes everything, 
particularly the ground water from the oil spills.  As a result the people in these areas are sick and 
impoverished. Her answer to this was to found The Amazon Mycoremediation Project. 

“Mycoremediation! What’s that?” I hear you say. It’s a process by which specialised fungi are used 
to eat the crude oil in the ground making it sweet and clean as the mycelium grow and travel into the 
surrounding earth.

 “That’s all right then.” Not so. It takes effort and money and resources are tight.

Recycling has been the name of the game at The Linklater this summer with the Treasure from 
Trash Exhibition. This aspect of the Amazon Mycoremediation Project was an fascinating example of 
nature’s recycling abilities.

Nicola also took us through the building of the first ecological restaurant in the Amazon to be built out 
of rubbish. Oh yes! Trust Nicola Peel to come up with A Solution to the Pollution!   Faced with plastic 
bottles, bags and all kinds of rubbish lying around, she organised a competition for the children. The 
idea was to be the person to bring to the event the most ecobricks. Children could be seen finding 
plastic bottles, collecting rubbish and ramming it into the bottles until they had made a hard ecobrick. 
The frame of the restaurant was built with timber and chicken wire -  then the ecobricks soon filled out 
the walls. A covering of daub and, hey presto, a restaurant from rubbish.

If you look outside The Linklater you will see a similar idea worked up by Tom Daniell who encouraged 
Priory children to fill old VHS video cases with plastic to create their own ‘bricks’ which were used to 
make a bee friendly planter and ‘bug hotel’.

One of the attendees that evening was so inspired that she is hoping to take the ecobrick build 
inspiration to India.  Each of us can make a big difference not only to our own health and well being 
but to the Planet as a whole.

The threading and sharing of ideas between each other and communities echoes the mycelial network 
underground bringing support and engaging all of Earth Community.  
Margaret Tyzack More

For more information about Nicola’s work see: 

www.eyesofgaia.com
https://archive.org/details/
ZoeYoungTheSolutionToPollutionMycoremediationInTheEcuadorianAma820-2

MARGARET TYZACK MORE is a member of the Linked In Group Sustainable Sussex Forum, A Be 
The Change Presenter and initiator of Cuckfield Nature Village within Cuckfield Local, the organisers 
of Cuckfield Local Food Market and Plastic Bag Free Cuckfield..
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Bird Report -  Sometimes it is good to stand and stare...
Grab your bird guide and your binoculars (or just 
open your eyes) then head to the Railway Land. 
What a treat we have on our doorstep! Hugely 
varied habitats within a short stroll of the High 
Street – woodland – river – reed beds – water 
meadows. 

Twice a month the birds are counted and around 
25 different species can be seen on a normal 
survey. Most of us know the common birds but 
here are a few that have been seen recently – 
kingfisher (The low flying blue flash), sedge 
warbler, whitethroat, reed warbler and blackcap. 
Look out for treecreepers and woodpeckers, both 
green and greater spotted. A recent sighting has 
been a young cuckoo being fed by a reed warbler. 
(Well done Malcolm!)

If you want to see more of the birds – well.. Just 
“stand and stare” and they will come to you. Good 
places to look at them are, – On top of the Mound 
– the metal bridge in the Heart of Reeds and in 
front of the Dipping Pond. Look out this autumn for 
the flocks of finches feeding on the teasel heads, 
flocks of long tailed tits and, if you venture up on 
the downs, my own favourite - the Wheatears 
passing through on their way to sunnier climes.

We are very lucky to have the Railway Land, we 
could have been looking at a forlorn Woodpigeon 
perched on a car park floodlight! – Instead we 
have somewhere very special to “Stand and 
Stare”

R. J. Stanyer Sept 2014 

kingfisher photo © collapsecontrol.tumblr.com

tree creeper photo © bbc.co.uk

whitethroat photo © birdwatch.co.uk

reed warbler and cuckoo fledgling photo © Yorkshire 
Live Wildlife Trust  - M Brown
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Recent conservation work on the Heart of Reeds 

LDC Ranger, Thyone Outram, and five helpers from 
the South Downs National Park Volunteer Ranger 
Service have spent two days using a small dinghy to 
access the Heart of Reeds. 

They have been tackling the rampant growth of willow 
saplings and brambles on the ‘islands’ which was 
threatening to dominate the flora and would, if left, 
become like a small forest. They created some small 
clearings so the light could get through  and made 
space for grass snakes to bask undisturbed by dogs 

Whilst working on Thursday 18th September they 
came across a baby toad, and had two kingfishers, 
monitoring their strenuous work. On Sunday 21st they 
saw common darter, migrant hawker and southern 
hawker dragonflies and one of the kingfishers.  The 
Rangers have chosen this point in the year to do this 
work because the nesting reed warblers have now 
left for Africa.          Pat Rigg

above common darter photo © 2012 Paul Swales rspb.
org.uk  
below migrant hawker photo © www.naturespot.org.uk
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Aftershave’ provided music for both the Trash Up Festival and the celebratory unveiling of Tom 
Walker’s ‘Light, Life, Leaf Leap’ painting. The many contributions of musicians, artists, artisans, and 
educators, have enriched our events and enhanced what we are able to provide for the people of 
Lewes and beyond. 

The Linklater has been a hub and a hive of activity, and although the Sunday afternoon openings 
have ended for this year, the building is open during the week on Tuesday and Thursday between 
10 - 2pm when the Nature Corridors Group are at work, as well as Wednesdays.  


