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Editorial
The sharp eyed amongst you will have seen a slight change of image in this edition. We have 
matched it with our new look website which we hope you will find simpler to navigate. It also links 
easily with Railway Land Live, our Facebook page and Twitter. Please try to visit the website at 
www.railwaylandproject.org  and let us know what you think. 

Dates for your Diaries
Our Sunday afternoon series of illustrated fundraising talks and events returns in November. 
We are very grateful to the speakers for giving their time freely and bringing an eclectic and interesting 
range of subjects to the attention of our members and supporters.  

Sunday 29th November - ‘The Spaces in Between’ a Printmaking Demonstration and book launch 
by Lewes Printmakers at 3pm.  (see page 5 for more details)
Sunday 18th December - two performances at 10.30am and 2pm of  King Wenceslas and the 
Three Bears by Wishworks. (see below for details of the rest of their pre-Christmas ‘Linklater run’)
Sunday 5th February  ‘Gideon Mantell - early fossil hunter’ Debby Matthews celebrates his birth 
date at 3pm. (see page 7 for more details)

All talks will be fortified by tea, coffee and light refreshment. 
A donation towards funds for our various projects will be much appreciated.

By special request - Wishworks returns!
Sally Edwards, Wishworks puppeteer says ‘It is going to be a busy WishWorks Christmas as we have 
another residency at the wonderful Linklater Pavillion from Monday 12th December until Christmas 
Eve. We are inviting school, pre-school and community groups to visit us there.’  
There will also be public shows:
Sunday 18th December, 10.30am and 2pm - King Wenceslas and the Three Bears
Friday 23rd December, 2pm - Snow Grey
Saturday 24th December, 2pm - Goldifox - the ultimate Puppet Panto, now with new even 
naughtier bits.

Bring a child, or your inner child will do!  Just don’t miss out on these brilliant Christmas treats. 
            Pat Rigg, Editor
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A new era begins at the Railway Land …………
Following Dr John Parry’s stepping down as Director of the Railway Land Project Trustees are 
fully committed to continuing with the immensely valuable work John has done over many years to  
ensure that Lewes enjoys a town centre nature reserve with the Linklater Pavilion  fostering a range 
of environmentally focused activities.  

We are aiming to achieve as smooth a transition as possible. With this in mind we plan to strengthen 
the trustee board with some new members who will bring relevant skills to help set our strategic 
direction for the next few years and will help support and oversee the excellent work of our programme 
coordinator and education consultants.

Many of you will be aware of the contribution a group of adults with learning disabilities have made 
to the Linklater and the Trust generally. Although like many voluntary organisations we have had our 
funding for this group cut, we are continuing at present to provide activities for this group on one day 
a week while we look for alternative funding.

Our work with schools will continue following the 
immensely successful Railway Land Live! programme 
which over the last 2 years welcomed classes from 15 
schools to spend time on the reserve and in the well-
equipped Linklater enhancing their studies. Many young 
people have taken part in inclusive activities with the adults 
with learning disabilities, sometimes using Forest School 
activities, but at all times increasing their understanding 
of the skills and needs of others.

In summer 2016 we ran very well received pilots for a 
programme for Lewes primary schools which we aim to launch in 2017. Classes visiting the Linklater 
and reserve will record their observations in our datastore for revisiting and adding to in 2years 
time, and then after 4 years when they are secondary school students. Our aim is to increase 
their understanding of the impact of their environment and how this may change as they mature. 
The project is called 4-6-8, to reflect the school years when children will make the visits, and was 
developed by Dr John Parry before his stepping down as Director.

For schools that are further afield, Paul Webster (top right) and 
Steve Savage (lower right) are busy developing a flexible and 
varied set of activities and teaching resources that will  enable 
schools to ‘mix and match’ the topics they cover. Topics include 
pond life, plant life, sea level rise, the chalk aquifer, life in the soil 
and habitat mapping. Visits to the Linklater and nature reserve 
will be reinforced by outreach visits, when Paul or Steve will visit 
the school and undertake related activities in the schools’ own 
grounds.

We are also committed to our members and the whole local 
community. Sunday afternoon talks have proved very popular 
and will start again in November on a monthly basis. In the 
summer the Linklater will be open on Sunday afternoons with an 
enhanced and exciting programme of guided walks, exhibitions 
and activities for all ages. 

Volunteers play a valuable part in these activities. Our Programme 
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Volunteering with the Railway Land Wildlife Trust
 
We have a wonderful cohort of volunteers who 
give their time to help with all manner of work at 
the RLWT, from running the Sunday openings to 
cattle lookering, odd jobs and helping at events. 
Part of the way forward for the Trust is to boost 
our volunteer programme so that more people 
can get involved and share their skills, ideas 
and enthusiasm. To that end we are looking for 
volunteers for the following roles:
 
Fundraising
 
We would very much like to establish a group 
of volunteers to work alongside some Trustees 
and the Programme Coordinator to devise and 
run fundraising events and challenges. We 
already have some fundraising activities in place, such as our series of Autumn / Winter talks, and 
would like to add a greater range of activities that engage with more audiences (and raise more 
funds!) We would also be delighted to hear from people who could help with writing funding bids. 
The time commitment as part of a fundraising group is flexible; some people may just want to help 
at one off events, while others take on more involved, organisational roles. All levels of help are 
appreciated. 
 
Promotion - posters, websites and social media
 
Help is always appreciated in spreading the word about what we do and the events and activities 
that go on here. We would like to hear from people who could help with the design and distribution 

Coordinator, Helen Meade, has recruited many more over the last year and is very skilful in matching 
them to tasks which need doing. Please have a look at the following article, that outlines some of the 
voluntary support that we are currently looking for and that would greatly benefit the Trust.

Railway Land festivals in the summer introduce many to the Linklater and the reserve, some 
travelling considerable distances as our reputation grows. These will continue as will the popular 
puppet shows at Christmas for school classes and the general public.

And finally we have a very 
attractive updated website, 
www.railwaylandproject.org 
I urge you to visit it regularly, 
read our Newsletters and find 
out what is on for you to come 
and enjoy.

Jenifer Barton, Trustee

Meadow Minders repairing the iconic railway 
crossing entrance gate.
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of posters and uploading information to relevant websites.
 
Love it or hate it, social media is a crucial communication channel! Our Facebook and Twitter 
following is steadily growing and we have a good strategy in place to make sure that we are sending 
‘the right messages to the right places. 

Help in actually posting, tweeting and growing our ‘likes’ and  followers’ would enable us to make the 
most of what social media has to offer.
 
 
Membership secretary
 
We have ambitions to grow our membership scheme and hope that in the coming months and years 
our offer to members will develop - and with it, the number and diversity of members. To support 
this, we need a membership secretary who can take on the role of administering the membership 
scheme, liaising with members and answering queries. This wouldn’t require huge amounts of time, 
but does require good organisation and communication and an eye for detail.

Sunday openings and one-off events
 
We are always looking for people to help with the Sunday openings and at one-off events such as 
the summer festival.  This is a really good opportunity to meet people from all walks of life who come 
to the Railway Land, talk to them about the what they see and enjoy on the nature reserve and about 
the work of the Trust. The number of Sunday openings that volunteers commit to is very flexible, with 
some doing just  one or two between May and September and others doing many more.
 
DIY help
 
I can only fix things with gaffer tape and / or snip and tie. It would be wonderful to have someone to 
call on to help with small DIY tasks as and when they crop up.
 
If any of the above roles appeal to you, or if you would like more information, please contact 
me, Helen Meade,  at coordinator@railwaylandproject.org or on 01273 477101
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‘The Spaces in Between’
Lewes Printmakers Printmaking Demonstration Event and Book Launch 

3pm  - Sunday 27th November   -  Linklater Pavilion , Railway Lane, Lewes
refreshments available – teas, coffee, cakes

We will be exhibiting the original hand-made and printed 
copy of our book, made up of all the original prints, alongside 
launching our limited edition copies of the new publication, 
available for sale at £12.

The Spaces In Between is a communal project, the work 
of eighteen local artists. It comprises a set of twenty-six 
individual print reproductions in a folder, and an integral 
sixteen-page booklet with description and notes for each 
print. It’s the ninth in our series of publications about Lewes – 
the last three including Railway Land and Ouse: the Sussex 
River and The Battle of Lewes.

This book celebrates wild spaces and unexpected vistas 
around Lewes as it changes, increasingly rapidly. Change 
can be exciting; it can jolt us out of well-worn ruts and 
encourage a spirit of optimism, but it is not reactionary to 
make a positive case for the importance of some wild and 
fallow space to be left in the centre of the busy towns for the 
unexpected to happen - for an impromptu event, a sudden 
encounter with wildlife, for a space to take a minute to 
relax and recover equilibrium, and just enjoy the wonderful 
glimpses of the countryside. This is a book about our less 

well-considered and ever-changing gaps, and a celebration of our beautiful twittens*.

We will talk briefly about the 
subject and why we chose 
it, demonstrate how we 
make and print the images 
using wood blocks, lino, 
collograph and drypoint 
plates. 

*It was Peter Linklater 
of course who wrote the 
forward to the Friends of 
Lewes survey of Lewes 
twittens in 1991.

Lewes Printmakers’ Books are a not-for-profit enterprise, supported by seed money from the Town 
Council, and our home has been for the last few years the exciting space of the Linklater Pavilion. 

Free entry or small voluntary donation to this event,  in support of the RLWT’s future projects.
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Nature Rangers
We are delighted to welcome clients of 
the St Nicholas Day Care Centre as 
they return to the RLWT as Nature 
Rangers.

This group of adults with learning 
disabilities are, in the most, very 
familiar with the nature reserve and 
its work as they formed the Nature 
Corridors 4 All group that have 
met here regularly for many years.

Over the course of their tenure 
with us they will be undertaking a number 
of conservation and art based projects driven by their own 
ideas and feelings about the reserve.

One of their first tasks will be to drive forward 
the refurbishment of the interior of our 
Signal Box so that it once again becomes a 
focus for wildlife watching on the meadow 
compartments and river.

Although they only started to meet in 
September they have already done 2 days 
of practical conservation work with LDC 
Ranger Dan Fagan; cleaned the inside 
of the Signal Box with me, Education 
Coordinator, Paul Webster - lots of 
spiders and a hibernating butterfly were 

re-homed;  and have begun craft work with natural 
dyes and fibres under the guidance of local artist, Caroline Fleming.

We wish the group every success and look forward to seeing the results of their work over the 
course of the next 6 months.

Priory Forest School
Pupils from Priory School have once again joined us on the reserve as part of their Forest School 
work. Once a week this small group of students work with teachers and staff to explore skills, games 
and techniques that can help them to build confidence and self esteem.

Using the traditional Forest School ethos the pupils are taught how to interact with their local 
environment to ensure they use the natural resources around them to the benefit of the wildlife that 
sees the reserve as their home.

Pupils are on site for one day each week - no matter what the weather throws their way! Using 
traditional fire building techniques open fire cooking (under licence from Lewes District Council) 
is a key part of their day. The group also contribute to the management of the site with various 
conservation activities throughout the year.
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Primary schools programme
Steve Savage and I are working hard to develop new and stimulating primary school activity packs 
based around the National Curriculum and make learning about our local habitats, exciting and 
engaging. We will be unveiling this innovative education package in the New Year and inviting 
teachers from Lewes schools, and beyond, to visit us and experience the potential of the Linklater 
Pavilion and nature reserve as a venue for ongoing education days. So keep an eye on your emails 
and our lovely new website for details after Christmas.

We understand how busy teachers are but if you are a local teacher and you have ideas 
regarding our education content or perhaps you’d like to be involved with the team that 
brought the ground breaking Railway Land Live! Project to fruition please feel free to contact 
me by email at education@railwaylandproject.org

Paul Webster, Education Coordinator

‘Gideon Mantell - early fossil hunter’

Sunday 5th February 2017 at 3 pm 
Linklater Pavilion , Railway Lane, Lewes

refreshments available – teas, coffee, cakes

To mark his birth date of 3 Feb 1790 February’s illustrated talk by 
Debby Matthews is on the early life of Gideon Mantell in Lewes. 

Although he went on to became a respected local doctor and internationally famous geologist, 
author and paleontologist Mantell spent his formative years growing up in Lewes.  Some of his 
fascinating fossil finds in Lewes and its environs, helped him develop his theories on geological time 
and an understanding of what the fossils he and others found, actually signified. You’d be surprised 
some of the things he uncovered....

The 2016 Fossil Festival was a huge success so the talk will conclude with a discussion on what 
sort of similar festival might be run again in 2017. A final short session over tea and cakes might be 
a useful start to the planning.

A voluntary donation to this event, in support of the RLWT’s future projects is much appreciated.
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Helping Hands  -  Our Ranger’s Record
The practical conservation work to manage and create the important wildlife habitats on the Nature 
Reserve has started early this year. The first job on the list was to clear the biggest island in the 
Heart of Reeds. It’s been over three years since the big island was cleared and in that time bramble, 
willow and rosebay willowherb had taken over, creating a dense scrub that had started to suffocated 
the reeds. So this year the island was completely cut back. The reeds have already started to grow 
on the island, so hopefully next year there will be even more habitat for the Reeds Warblers that 
make the long trip from Africa to our little haven in the centre of Lewes. 
   
     Left: The S.S. Duckweed and its loyal crew 

(the Volunteer Ranger Service and Brighton 
Conservation Volunteers)
  

Right: Some volunteers are looking more 
confident than others.

Other work taking place over the winter will 
include more woodland ride creation. We’ve already started near the stone circle, creating an open 
ride towards Leighside pond. These open rides are important habitats for insects, in particular 
butterflies like the Speckled Wood and the dragonflies such at the Southern Hawker. 
                            

BEFORE (dark 
and shady)                                     

AFTER (light 
and bright)

A huge amount of the conservation work that takes place on the Nature Reserve is carried out by 
volunteers. It’s thanks to the helping hands of the Volunteer Ranger Service from the South 
Downs National Park, the Brighton Conservation Volunteers, the newly formed Nature Rangers 
and the monthly efforts of the Meadows Minders that the habitats on the reserve are maintained 
and created. Without their help we would never be able to achieve the huge amount of biodiversity 
that the reserve holds. 
                 Dan Fagan, Community Ranger
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All in an Afternoon with the Minders - Jon Gunson
The Black Poplar used to be common throughout Britain - you can see some beautiful examples in 
Constable’s paintings - but started to become scarce  in the twentieth century, as the various uses 
to which its timber was put declined in importance. (Its shock-absorbing qualities were useful in the 
construction of carts, and, later, frames for aircraft; its low VOC content made it poor firewood, but 
a good choice for floorboards). Its favourite habitat, the lowland floodplain, has largely been drained 
and farmed, and the fluffy seeds shed by the females  have been blamed, perhaps unfairly, for 
blocked drains and sewers - which is why many have been cut down.

About fifteen years ago the Trust planted a group of these trees on the old railwaymen’s allotments, 
and ten years ago, added some more, using sapling supplied by Wakehurst Place. The trees 
obviously like their location, and have grown strongly; however, over the past few years they have 
started to shed their leaves very early. I suspect that it was a mistake to plant so many trees of one 
species close together, making them vulnerable to disease. The simplest way to reduce the infection 
is to gather and burn the leaves as they fall, and this is what the Minders have been helping with, 
this past month.

Since the whole point of working on a nature reserve is to 
promote biodiversity, it is nice to see evidence of success. 
We were working in a depression, so when a kingfisher flew 
past, it went over my head, giving me an unusual view of its 
orange belly.  (You usually just get a flash of electric blue). 

And, since our bonfire was in the middle of a nettle 
bed, I thought I had to intervene when I noticed a 
toad trying to crawl past me without being noticed. 
One does not normally pick up frogs or toads; they 
don’t like it. However, since I couldn’t guarantee not 
to tread on him, I  carried him into the trees by the 

ditch, where he could feed or 
hibernate as the fancy took him. 
He tried to climb over the edge 
of my hand, and, since I wouldn’t 
let him, crawled up my wrist. 
I cupped my other hand over 
him, and he sat very quietly, with 
his bottom sticking out, until I 
put him down on the edge of a 
woodpile, wished him luck, and 
went back to my bonfire.

You can join Jon, Dan and 
the other Minders on the first 
Sunday in every month.  Meet 
at 1.30 at the main gate.
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Farewell
A heartfelt thanks to everyone who attended my 2nd September stepping down party or sent 
messages or cards.  Some wonderful things were said and written and I felt well and truly ‘hugged’ 
by my local community which is a most amazing feeling and for which I thank you all so warmly.

And a big thanks to Pat Rigg who organised the event with many helpers – for the food, drinks, a 
slide sequence and that wonderful music from ‘Bring Back the Wolf’ as well as a gift to my wife Annie 
for her behind the scenes work and support of the last 30 years or so!  It was a lovely evening so 
thank you Pat.

And finally, a massive 
thanks for a truly 
wonderful picture by 
Tom Walker who is 
such a dear friend 
anyway.  It joins 6 
other paintings we 
have of Tom’s work 
but is very special 
capturing so many 
aspects of the Railway 
Land Project.  I am 
pleased to say that we 
have found a place in 
our home where it can 
be viewed close-up 
as well as from further 
away when it turns 
into something very 
special.

I look forward to a new 
chapter in my life away 
from the bureaucratic 
duties that tend to dog 
one after 30 years! 
and to new ventures, 
some of which will 
include being involved 
with exciting activities 
related to the Linklater.  

We have two talented educators in the form of Paul Webster and Steve Savage who with Helen 
Meade, our wonderful programme co-ordinator, make a strong team.  

There will be challenges ahead (there always are!) but I am confident that with a reasonable fighting 
fund built over the years and some of the cross-fertilisation of ideas that were taking place on the 
evening of 2nd September, the Trust will forge its way into the future, offering alternative ideas, 
celebrating wildlife and our place within it and steadily continuing to play its small part in helping us 
not just confront but come to terms with sea level rise and climate change.

John Parry

Thank you - to all who gave donations towards Tom Walker’s  magnificently 
creative interpretation of John’s inspiring work for the Railway Land. 
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email: coordinator@railwaylandproject.org

FUNDRAISINGMARKETING

THE RLWT IS LOOKING FOR NEW 
TRUSTEES TO JOIN THE BOARD 
AND IS KEEN TO APPOINT 

PEOPLE WITH EXPERTISE IN:

www.railwaylandproject.org.uk 

EDUCATION FINANCE

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

BUILDING MAINTENANCE

COULD YOU BE A 
RAILWAY LAND  
TRUSTEE?

CONTACT US FOR MORE DETAILS - Tel: 01273 477101
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to contact the Railway Land Wildlife Trust &  
Programme Coordinator

Helen Meade

Email: coordinator@railwaylandproject.org
(Helen also deals with bookings & membership)

RLWT
Linklater Pavilion

Railway Lane, Lewes BN72FG
Tel: 01273-477101  

(answerphone only)

to contact Lewes District Council Ranger 
Daniel Fagan 

Tel: 01273-471600
Email: daniel.fagan@lewes.gov.uk

The Railway Land Peregrines..
is a full colour illustrated booklet based on the diaries and 
daily observations made in 1998, from the newly erected 
signal box. 

Follow the highs and lows of Peregrine family life - played 
out on the cliff face and high over the Railway Land.

The booklet is now on sale for £5 a copy to help raise 
funds for the Trust.

Available now either from the Linklater by arrangement 
with Helen Meade, (Please email to agree times when 
Helen will be at the Linklater)
coordinator@railwaylandproject.org 

or 

Pat Rigg from 115 High St. 
patspur9@gmail.com 
tel:  07501035098
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